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En tid av kastade slojor 
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Resan borjur med en bit 
I>ti redden ulanfor Gyile- 
ne hornet. Klera timmar 
fbrsenad styr den ivag 
genom Bosporen med 
riktning mot Svarta hav- 
et. FrAn relingen ser pas- 
sagerarna de beromda byggnaderna: 
Bl^ mosken, Galatatornet, Sofiakyr- 
kan. Men motorfartyget hAller god 
hastighet och snart bar Istanbuls siJu- 
ett upplosts i ett azurbliitt varmedaller. 

Aret ar 1928 och bland passagerama 
finns en svensk, Paul Mohn, pk vag till 
Afghanistan. Det kom att bli en ling 
resa, och av alia vagar foljde Mohn 
<l<:ii .sv^uu.slc, den friin norr over llin- 
dukush. Man kunde tro att han var en 
luttrad Asienresenar, van att skumpa 
runt p& hast- och kamelryggar langs 
dammiga bergsstigar. Men Mohn var 
ingendera och han hade inte ens suttit 
en hast tidigare. 

Av Orientens lender fanns knappast 
nigot si okSnt for omvarlden som just 
Afghanistan. Svenska upptacktsrese- 
narer hade genomstrovat stora omri- 
den, frin bergen i Lyckliga Arabien till 
Centralasiens 6de stapper. men vid 
gransfloden Amu Darja hade till och 
med den envise Sven Hedin tyingats 
vanda. Paul Mohn skulle som forste 
svensk beskriva landet, och bans syn- 
nerligen intressanta reseskildring 
Resa till Afghanistan - sedan lange en 
antikvarisk raritet - foreligger nu i ny- 
tryck. 

Mohn, som levde mellan 1898 till 
1957, var internationalist och poly- 
glott. Utrikespolitiskt intresse resulte- 
rade i uppdrag &t svenska beskick- 
ningar och intemationella organisatio- 
ner, men nigon karriardiplomat skulle 
han aldrig bli. Svag balsa i form av 
lungtuberkulos satte kappar i hjulet. 
Och han kom, som det stir i memoa- 
rerna, att se pi livet "som ett provisori- 
um som nar som heist kunde ta slut". 
Sjukdomen hindrade honom visserli- 
gen inte frin att ta sig over nigra av 
varldens hogsta bergspass - men val 
att fi fast tjanst. 

Som en utrikespolitikens flygande 
hoUandare far Mohn mellan 
varldens konflikthardar. Efter 
kriget ar han bland annat verksam i 
Palestina samman med Bernadotte. 
Och i sina ofta traffande beskrivningar 
berattar han insiktsfullt om granstvis- 
terna i Palestina som "den otacksam- 
imiiile tip))gift :join slitt pi en internu- 
tionell forsamlings dagordning i mo- 
dern tid". I dag, femtio ir senare, ar de 
orden dessvarre lika traffande. 

Om Paul Mohn mdjligen inte ar halt 
bortglbmd i dag beror det pi att hans 
namn associeras med ett fantastiskt 
bistindsprojekt, "Mohnplanen". Iden 
var ursprungligen hans egen och gick 
ut pi att Sverige skulle bjuda in tusen- 
tals studenter frin den fattiga varlden 
och lita dem ta del av sidana godheter 



Afghanistan var lange obekant mark pi 
vasterlandska kartor. Nar polyglotten Paul Mohn 
for dit i slutet av 20-talet var han inte den forste 
svensk att besoka landet. Men val den forste 
att skriva en reseberattelse darifran 
- som nu kommit i nytryck. 
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len aven hade ett starkt politiskt fot- 
faste ar Mohnplanen intressant. Sveri- 
ge bar inte alltid varit synonymt med 
mugsirspiller, milit^rflygplun och mo- 
biltelefoner. 

Si styr biten bort frin Istanbul. Och 
fortsattningen blir till en snabbkurs i 
Centralasiatisk geografi. Farden gir 
genom Svarta havet langs Turkiets 
nordkust till Trabzon och sedan pi 
ryskt tig till Baku. Vidare med bit 
over Kaspiska havet och nya inpyrda 
ryska jarnvagar med destination Bok- 
hara och Samarkand. I bakgrunden 
awaktande misstanksamhet frin den 
nya regimens tjansteman, en miss- 
tanksamhet som snart bvergir i oppen 
misstro. Med den sovjetiska sakerhets- 
tjansten hack i hil tvingas Mohn till 
slut lagga om planerna. hmmbm 
Och si korsar han slutli- 
gen gransfloden Amu 
Darja med sin diplomat- 
utstyrsel - smoking och 
lackskor - nerpackad i 
en stor vaska. 

Mohns skildring ir inte 
tyngd av hogdragen di- 
plomatprosa, utan ar 
skriven med en latthet 
som avspeglar hur han 
forholl sig till de han mot- 
te langs vagen. Vedermo- 
dorna till trots trivdes 
Mohn pi de enkia karavanserajema 
och basarema, han lirde sig sti ut med 
hastama, och oppnade han vaskan un- 
der farden till Kabul, si var det knap- 
past for att han saknade lackskoma. 
Men han fann det enformigt att ging pi 
ging forklara inneborden av det ab- 
strakta ordet "Sweden" - de afghanska 
bondema betonade alltid sista stavel- 
sen - och overgick dirfor till att be- 
namna Sverige "Gogirdistan" - tand- 
stickslandet. 




1 den nordligt beligna staden Mazar- 
i-Sjerif, kand bland unnat fbr sin vack- 
ra nioskd, pigir precis just nu kriget 
mellan lalibanci na och deras motstin- 
dare. Den relativa sjalvstiindighet sta- 
den haft ar pS upphallningen, och 
kvinnorna som lange varit obeslojade 
har tvingas nog snart ta pi sig de "tilt- 
liknande holjen" som Mohn kallade 
dem vid sitt besok i Mazar-i-Sjerif . 

Kampen om Afghanistan var en strid 
pi minga fronter och med olika me- 
del. Di som nu. Mellan England och 
Ryssland utspelades den dragkamp 
som Kipling i imperialistisk anda kal- 
lade fdr "The Great Game". Ingenstans 
hade engelsmflnnen m6tt sidani hird- 
nackat motstind som i Afghanistan, 
en erfarenhet som emellertid inte 
hindrade Sovjet att forsoka lingre 
fram. 
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Ingenstans 
hade 
engelsmannen 
mott sadant 
hardnackat 
motstand som 
i Afghanistan 



Lyxig och armlos drottning. Bild- 
en av den "halvnakna" drottning 
Sureya trycktes som vykort och 
spreds i massupplagor bland af- 
ghanerna i syfte av kompromette- 
ra kung Amanullahs regim. Detta 
kort anses vara an uv de avgoran- 
de gnistorna till den revolt som 
slutligen stortade kungen 1929. 



som virt land var forknippat med for 
ett halvsekel sedan: utbildning, val- 
fardssystem och konfliktldsningsme- 
toder till exempel. I praktiken rann det 
mesta ut i sanden. men som illustra- 
tion pi att de internationalistiska idea- 
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om traditionell reseskildring bar 
J Mohns berftttelse lingt. Lisaren 
kan for sitt inre dga framm^na 
de svindlande bergspassen, bora ka- 
melernas klockklang och se de frodiga 
dalarna och falten med saffran, durra 
och dyvelstrack. Men det som andi i 
forsta hand gor boken angelagen ir 
beskrivningen av de politiska och kul- 
turella strdmningama som ridde i Af- . 
ghanistan under slutet av 1920-talet. 
Parallellema med dagens spinda Iftge 
ar sliende - och oroande. 



amtidigt pigick vid tiden for 
Mohns vistelse en brutal moder- 
niseringskampanj under ledning 
av kungen Amanullah. Liksom dagens 
fanatiska talibaner, utgick Amanullah 
frin att en hel tradition kan omdefini- 
eras och reformuleras under kort tid 
medelst dekret uppifrin. 

Amanullah ville uppenbarligen fram- 
sti som en afghansk version av Kemal 
HHHHB Atatiirk. Han pibjod slat- 
rakade ansikten och vas- 
terlandska klider och 
tycks pi fullt allvar ha 
trott att modemiseringen 
kunde vinnas med krag- 
knappar, slips och svarta 
slokhattar. AUmiin villcr- 
valla uppstod nar ell de- 
kret meddelade att stora 
basaren i Kabul endast 
fick betradas med euro- 
peiska klader. Mohn no- 
terar vid ett besok pi ba- 
saren hur "Huvudbona- 
dema visade prov pi oandliga variatio- 
ner och jag minnes med sarskild for- 
tjusning den fete och skaggige afghan, 
som med virldens allvarligaste min 
satte en tysk pickelhuva pi huvudet". 

Sarskilt hirt rasade Amanullah mot 
kvinnomas slojor, och fbrst ut att bli 
avtackt var drottning Sureya: "Stort 
uppseende vackte det, nar drottningen 
pi sin gemils uppmaning avtog slbjan 
och for forsta gingen prisgav sitt 
vackra ansikte it sina hapna undersi- 
tars blickar". 

Sival i Amanullahs moderniserings- 
offensiv som i tulibanernas reaktioni- 
ra traditionalism har slojan blivit en 
politisk symbol. Men vad slojbirama 
sjilva tycker har fi brytt sig om att ta 
reda pi. 

Torgny Nordin 

Paul Mohn 

Resa till Afghanistan 

Svenska Afghanistankommitt6n 1997 



Paul Mohns skildring av sin aventyrliga resa 1 928 till det for omvarlden 
nastan slutna Afghanistan ar en modern klassiker. fVlohn, svensk av 
schweizisk bord, var en forsynt aventyrare och internationell diplomat. Han 
var en energisk resenar med utomordentlig iakttagelseformaga. Eftersom 
hans resa agde rum da den reformivrande kungen Amanullah holl pa att 
forlora makten ar hans reseskildring ett viktigt tidsdokument. I den nya 
upplagan har en del av de ursprungliga fotografierna utelamnats och en del 
andra medtagits, nagra forut opublicerade. Ambassadoren Gunnar Jarring 

har skrivit ett informativt forord om forfattaren. Boken har satts om sa att originalets 
typsnitt bytts ut och illustrationerna tyvarr fatt samre kvalite. Originalets prydliga karta 
saknas. Trots en del formella brister. maste man valkomna den nya upplagan av denna 
viktiga och aven for dagsfragorna aktuella bok, som ar lamplig lasnina for den som inte 
har last originalupplagan. - Bo Utas. 




§I^^Pm Malmo instangd 

i beliigrade Kabul 



• Nya raketanfall vSlIadeY^ lordagcn 
panik i Afghanistans krigsharjade hu- 
-vudstad Kabul. Stora svarta rokmoln 
svepte in stora delar av staden sedan 
flygplatsen traffats av tre missiler som 
detonerade med ett brak som fick husen 
att svaja. En annan raket hamnade mitt i 
ett bostadsomrSde men exploderade inte. 

Malmobo i Kabul 

Mitt i delta inferno befinner sig Malmo- 
bon Sidney Pettersson som arbetar for 
Svenska Afghanistan-kommitt^n i Ka- 
bul. I sin senaste radiokontakt med sina 
kontakter i Peshwar berattade igSr att en 
raket slagit ned strax intill bans kontor 
men att ingen skadats. 

-Vi hor d^net av artillerield pi avstind 
och missiler och raketer Massoud nir 
latt hit till stadskaman, berattade ban. 

Den krigstrotta befolkningen lever i 
skrSck under bombningama och radslan 
for en stormning okar samtidigt som den 
talibanska regimen visar alia tecken pi 
nervositet. 

Beordnit evakuering 

Fore detta forsvarsminister Abdul Shah 
Massoud stir nu knappa tvi mil norr om 
staden och har gett talibanema 48 timmar 
pi sig att dra sig tillbaka eller lagga ned si- 
na vapen. 

FN och alia intemationella hjalporga- 
nisationer har beordrat evakuering av 
storre delen av sin personal. Drygt 80 har 
redan forts med bilkonvojer till Jalala- 
bad 200 mil dsterut och de 50 kvarvaran- 



de uppges bercdda att ge sig av pa sonda- 
gen. 

- Om FN ger besked om allmSn evaku- 
ering si kommer Sidney Pettersson ome- 
delbart att lamna Kabul, sager Anders 
Fange, chef for SCA.s kontor i Peshawar 
till AN. En annan av vira medarbetare, 
Pia Karlsson, befinner sig i Jalalabad 
som fortfarande anses sakert. 

Kritlserade talibaner 

Talibanema upplever sin varsta kris se- 
dansommaren 1994. Sjalva motte de av 
minga starkt kritiserade talibanema 
knappast nigot motstind under erovran- 
det av de pashtun-dominerade landsde- 
lama. 

Trots fiaskot i Mazar-i-Sharif i slutet 
av maj och forlusten av mer an 5.000 man 
si har ledarna framhardat i sina an- 
strangningar att till varje pris erovra de 
norra provinserna och iterforena landet 
under en radikal islamistisk regim. 

Merparten av arm6n och 15.000 nyre- 
kryterade ungdomar har mobiliserats vid 
vastfronten for ett avgorande anfall sam- 
tidigt som forsvarslinjen norr om Kabul 
tunnats ut efter forodande bakslag mot 
Massouds tajikiska styrkor. 

Omkring 2.500 talibanska krigare rap- 
porteras dessutom instangda av shia-mi- 
lisen vid Ghorband oster om Kabul och 
1.500 ar avskuma i Kunduz i norr. 



BO GUNNARSSON, text 



• - Ibland verkar det nastan 
som om man sugs in i trubbel 
och incidenter... 

Sidney Pettersson, 58, Mal- 
mdbon som sitter instangd i ber 
ISgrade och bombarderade Ka- 
bul, har varit i hetluften forr. 

Det ar sex ir sedan han brot 
upp frkn ett bekynmierslost hv 
som resebyriman och blev in- 
temationeD freds- och bistlinds- 
arbetare med forsta uppdrag i 
FN-uniform i Kambodja. 

Tillf&ngatagen av de roda 
khmerema, flykt undan Saddam 
Hussein i norra Irak och senare 
arresterad av turkisk sakerhets- 
polis, f^gad i en sammanstot- 
ning mellan Inkatha och ANC- 
anhangare i Sydafrika - hans 
nya liv har bUvit raka motsatsen 
till det tidigare. 

For knappa tv^ m^nader se- 
dan holl han p^ att dodas just i 

Afghanistan. 

Eskorterad av en tahbanjeep 
var han pk vag till ett projekt i 
Charikar 60 km norr om Kabul. 
Ingen visste exakt var frontlin- 
jen gick och plotsligt traffades 
talibanemas karra av en salva. 

Kulorna ven 

- Jag tvamitade, vande och for 
att undvika kulorna korde jag av 
vagen och ut i terrangen, berat- 
tar Sidney Pettersson. 

- Det skots frin bida sidor 
med tunga pjaser och man kande 
hur kulorna visslade. Plotshgt 
fick jag se rodmSlade stenar pk 
faltet - en vamingssignal for 

Det enda jag kunde gora var 
att styra upp p^ vagen och hop- 
pas pk det basta. Det var rena 
turen att jag overlevde... 

Nara ogat var det ocksS i 
'kambodja julaftonen 1992. 



Talibaner bombade fangslade 

Kabul: Talibanska jaktplan beskot ett fangelse och dodade ; 
over 90 personer pa torsdagen och fredagen. Alia offren var ' 
talibanska krigsfangar. De talibanska flygattackerna sattes in 
mot provinshuvustaden Mainmana som halls av opposition 
nen. Forutom fangelset beskots ett sjukhus, och manga barn 
uppges ha skadats. Den talibanske utrikesministern Mo- 
hammed Ghous satt i det bombade fangelset men klarade sig 
med lattare skador. Fangarna togs da talibanema i maj tving- 
ades bort fran norra Afghanistan. 

En talibantalesman bekraftade attacken mot Mainmana 
och anklagade oppositionen for att utsatta fingar for fara. ap 



Sidney var chef for ett polis- 
forband i Prey Vieng-distriktet 
200 km norr om Phnom Penh di 
en av manskapet, en tunisier, 
blev tokig och gav sig ut i djung- 
eln for att ta dod pk Pol Pot. 

- Trots att dei vimlade av ge- 
rillasoldater s^ var det bara att ge 
av efter honom. sager Sidney. 

- Men just dk vi gripit honom 
utbrot stridigheter melJan de ro- 
da khmerema och regerings- 
truppema. 

- Vi sokte skydd i en hydda p^ 
styltor och kulorna visslade ge- 
nom vaggama. 

Fast faos gerillan 

Gruppen greps av gerillasolda- 
ler och fhiktade det varsta men 
lyckades komma undan efter 
n^gra timmar. 

Vid tjanst i norra Irak greps 
Sidney Pettersson av turkisk po- 
lls i staden Diyabakir och stam- 
plades som agent. 

Tillsammans med hustrun 
Marianne, som jobbar for bel- 
giska flygbolaget Sabena i Mal- 
mo, har Sidney bott utomlands i 
mSnga ki och, som han sjalv sa- 
ger, "intemationaliserats". 

- Jag ville ha ut lite mer av h- 
vet innan det var for sent, sager 
han: 

I Afghanistan har han varit i 15 
m^nader och ar beredd att for- 
langa sitt kontrakt. 

Kansliga kviiuiofragor 

- Det kanns ratt att vara har 
men ofta tvivlar jag p^ att det 
finns en framtid for ett land som 
ar sk sphttrat, sargat och fattigt 
som Afghanistan, sager han. 

Han ar starkt kritisk till alia 
stridande fraktioner. 

- Ingen vill fred annat an pk 

egna villkor... 

Eftersom den svenska konmiit- 
ten jobbar mycket med for tali- 
banema mycket kansliga kvin- 
nofrigor sk har har han iktt allt- 
mer med de rehgiosa extremis- 
lema att gora. 

I vl^ras fick han ingripa for att 
fk tvk unga flickor som deltog i 
en kurs for blivande bammor- 
skor frigivna ur haktet i Lagh- 
man-provinsen. 

- De fangslades trots att de 
hade skriftligt tillstSnd att stu- 
dera och senare anklagades de 
for att vara prostituerade frin 
Peshawar. 

I Kabul bor han i ett mm pk 
kontoret i de stadsdelar 1 norr 
som skonats under hela kriget 
men nu utsatts for b^de raketan- 
fall och flygbombning. 

BO GUNNARSSON, text 




TaJifeanema hart trangda 



Samtidigt som mot- 
standsrorelsen i 
Afghanistan ar nara 
att inta Kabul 
isolcras den 
talibanska regimen 
allt mer pa grund av 
sin extrema 
islamistiska politik. 



BAbfGKOK, SVD 

►Kanonerna mullrar ater 
utanfbr Afghanistans huvud- 
stad Kabul och motstands- 
styrkor hotar den muslimskt 
fundamentalistiska regimen, 
som grep makten i September 
forra aret. 

Talibanrorelsen, som grun- 
dades med stod fran Pakistans 
underrattelsetjanst, borjar 
rasa samman. Ahmedshah 
Massoud, en hjalte fran kriget 
mot den sovjetiska invasions- 
makten pa 1980-talet, bar er- 
ovrat positioner bara ett par 
dryga mil utanfor Kabul. 

Gynnar pashtunema 

Pa sondagen rapporterade pa- 
kistanska medier att taliban- 
milisen sager sig vara villig att 
medverka i en kommission 
med fiendealliansen for att ut- 
arbeta en politisk losning for 
landet. 

Enligt Afghanistanexperten 
Anthony Davis i Bangkok bc- 
ror talibanemas uppgdng och 
fall pa en kombination av en 
extrem tolkning av islam och 
cn ultranationalistisk politik, 
som gynnadc pashtunerna. 



- Dessa utgor den storsta be- 
folkningsgnippen, men utan 
egen majoritet. Motstandet 
finns framst bland uzbeker 
och tadzjiker i norr sk om tali- 
banregimcn intc fallcr snart ar 
dct sannolikt att vi kommcr att 
se en faktisk delning av 
Afghanistan, vilket i sin tur kan 
underminera stabiliteten i 
hela Centralasien, sager Davis. 

Etnlsk och religiOs kamp 

Vad som har hant i Afghani- 
stan ar i princip att det langa 
och bittra kriget mot den sov- 
jetiska ockupationsmakten p^ 
1980-talet har forvandlats till 
en likaledes bitter kamp mel- 
lan olika ctniska och religiosa 
intressen. Den konflikten har i 
sin tur ford jupats y tterligare av 
inre maktkamp, kupper, svek 
och skiftande allianser. 

Detta var ocksa den ur- 
sprungliga grogrunden for 
talibanrorelsens framvaxt 
1994- Den leddes da av 
afghanska ungdomar som stu- 
derade pa koranskolor i Balu- 
chist^p-provinsen i Pakistan 
och som var grundligt trotta pa 
det kaos ocli den anarki som 
holl pa att slita sender deras 
hemland. Deras politiska 
stridsrop var att alia fraktioner 
i Afghanistan skulle avvapnas 
och islamiska sharialagarna 
inforas for att aterstalla ord- 
ningen. 

Pakistan s4g en chans 

Pakistan siig en chans att oka 
sitt inflytande over Afghani- 
stan och stodde rorelsen. Men 
inte ens Pakistan hade nog rak- 
nat med hur extrem taliban- 
rorelsen blev sedan den med 
forv^nansvard snabbhet inta- 



git Kabul i September 1996. 
Alia kvinnor beslojades och 
dreys in i husen, mannen fos- 
tes in i moskeerna och stranga 
moralregler infordes - med 
harda straff for dem som inte 
foljde den nya ordningen. De 
fiesta talibananhangarna var 
ocksS pashtuner och hade inte 
mycket till overs for tadjziker 
som Massoud vilka hade kon^ 
trollerat den tidigare rege- 
ringen i Kabul. 

Splittrad nation 

Resultatet blev en djup splitt- 
ring av en redan plSgad nation 
och ett nytt inbordeskrig, som 
nu kan leda till att taliban- 
rorelsen drivs fran makten i 
Kabul. Bortsett frSn stodet 
frSn Pakistan borjar talibaner- 
na ocksa bli alltmer isolerade 
i regionen p5 grund av sin 
extrema politik. 

Uzbekistan i norr har stangt 
gransen och genom att forfol- 
ja den shiamuslimska hazar- 
minoriteten har talibanerna 
lyckats alienera aven Iran. 

Anthony Davis menar att 
den enda losningen ar att de 
olika fraktionerna enas om 
n^gon form av federalt system: 

- Kabul kan bli en demilita- 
riserad zon och sedan kan lan- 
det delas in i en pashtun- 
dominerad provins i soder, en 
tadjzikisk i nordost, en uzbe- 
kisk i nordvast och en hazarisk 
i de centrala delarna av landet. 

Garantier utifrAn viktigt 

Men for att det skall fungera 
behovs inte bara medgivande 
fran alia stridande fraktioner i 
landet. Lika viktigt ar garantier 
fran de utlandska makter som 
har intresse av att fred och sta- 



Agfhanistan 



Yta:652 0oo kvadratkilometer. 

Befolkning:2i miljoncr. 45-50 proccnt pashtuner, 30 
procent tadzjiker, 15 procent uzbeker, 5-10 procent hazarcr 
turkmener, balucher och ovriga. 

ReUgion:90 procent sunnimuslimer, 9 procent shiamus- 
Iimer, i procent hinduer, sikher och ovriga. 
Huvudstad: Kabul (1,5 miljoner invanare). 
Statsskick: Islamisk republik. 

Ekonomi: Jordbruk (opium, frukt, nottcr och bomull). 
Aren av inbordeskrig har utarmat landet. 
Kronologi: 

1973:Monarkin stortas och landet blir en republik. 
1078: En Sovjetvanlig regim tar makten i en militarkupp. 
1979:Sovjet ingriper militart. Inbordeskrig bryter ut mel- 
lan ockupationsmakten och muslimska motstandsrorelser. 
April 1992: President NajibuUahs sovjetinstallerade 
regim fallen Landet blir en islamisk republik, styrd av en 
koalition av tidigare motstandsrorelser. 
1992-94: Inbordeskrig mellan de olika fraktionerna. 
1994: Talibanrorelsen bildas i Pakistan. 
September 1996: Talibanerna intar Kabul. Nytt inbor- 
deskrig med nya allianser. 

Augusti 1997:Motstandsr6relsen intar positioner runt 
Kabul. Talibanerna alltmer isolerade. 
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bilitet aterupprattas i Afgha- 
nistan: Ryssland, USA, Iran, 
Pakistan och de nya staterna i 
den tidigare sovjetiska Cen- 
tralasien. Det langa inbordes- 
kriget i Afghanistan har for- 
vandlat landet till varldens 
storsta opium- och heroinpro- 
ducent efter Burma och den 
storsta kalian till illegalavapen 
vid sidan av Kambodja. 

-Fred i Afghanistan ar inte 
bara en lokal fraga utan ligger 
i alias intresse, sager Davis. 

Men fr^gan ar om inte sond- 
ringen redan gatt for Idngt for 
att kunna lakas. Det troligaste 
alternativet tycks nu vara en 
delning av landet. Atminstone 



i ett Nordafghanistan for 
uzbeker och tadzjiker norr om 
Hindukush-bergen och ett 
Sydafghanistan dominerat av 
pashtuner i soder. Men den 
"losningen" kommer ocksa 
med all sakerhet att innebara 
fortsatt krig. 

Berth. Lintner 

TT-Reuter:FN:s program 
for att roja tio miljoner minor 
i Afghanistan har ekonomiska 
problem och kan bara fortsat- 
ta till September, framgarav ett 
FN-dokument som publicera- 
des pS sondagen. 400000 
manniskor har enligt FNstym- 
pats av minor i Afghanistan. 




® 




Lakaren anstalld av Svenska 
Afghanistankommitt^n hade 
inte tilirackligt Idngt skagg. 

Straffet: plskrapp p& hand- 
flatan. 

Ncj, det iir inget .skamt. 

Iklibanema som styr i Afghani- 
stan tillampar en mycket strikt va- 
riant av islam. Mannen mSste ha 
viss langd pi skaggct annars bryter 
de mot talibanemas dekret. Kvin- 
nor fSr inte arbeta. 

Doktor Saib ar en av dem som 
ledcr Svenska Afghanistankom- 
mittens bistindssatsningar i det 
svSrt kng.sharjadc landet. Han be- 
fann sig p<k inspektionsresa strax 




En decimeter 
langt skagg 
rackte inte for 
talibansk militar 

soder om huvudstaden Kabul nar 
han stoppades av en hog talibansk 
militar i Maidan Shar. 

Doktor Saibs skagg mattes till en 
decimeter. Det ansig talibanen var 
for kort. Den svenskanstallde laka- 
re n ford es till poiisen. Dar tvinga- 




des han ta emot upprepade rapp 
med en tjock p&k mot handflatan. 
Darcfter slapptes han. 

Tolv svenskar 
fangslades 

Vid en annan incident fangsla- 
des tolv svenskanstallda lakare 
som arbetar vid ett rehabiliterings- 
hem for krigsskadade bam. Moti- 
veringen var att deras skagg var for 
korta. Lakama ISstes in i en fons- 
terlds container i flera timmar och 
holls i husarrestytterligare en dag. 

-De senaste veckoma har vi 
markt en hirdnande attityd frin 
Jalibanema, sager Hdkan Josefs- 



son p& Svenska Afghanistankom- 
mitt^ns kontor i Stockholm. Den 
sammanfallcr mcci att taltbancrna 
rikat ut for svara motgangar p5 
slagfaltet. 



"Misshandeln ar 
oacceptabel" 

Tillsammans med norska och 
danska bistdndsorganisationcr har 
protest inlamnats till talibanerna. 

- Vi miste markera att misshan- 
del av vSra medarbetare ar oaccep- 
tabelt. Blir det inte ett slut tvingas 
vi instaila bistandet, .sager Hakan 
Josefsson. 

Wolfgang Hansson 




lar ut halsa i 
Afghanistan 

Barndodlighet stort problem 
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Jeepen skumpar fram pS det 
som en g^ng var en vag. Efter 
snart tjugo krig och van- 
v&rd ar groparna meterdjupa. 
Dammet yr och letar sig in 
overaiit. Men Goran Netinder 
frkn Uppsala ar van, i over ett 
. &r har han jobbat som halso- 
r^dgivare kt Svenska Afghani- 
stankommitten, en av de st5rs- 
ta hjalporganisationerna i Ian- 
det. 

AFGHANISTAN 

Lennart Berggren 

- Varenda manniska har, va- 
renda familj har drabbats av 
kriget, sager Goran och tittar 
utEnfarskock 
blockerar va- 
. gen men drivs 
fram^tavmaa 
medturbaner. 
Heltackta 
kvinnor g4r 
vid vagkan- 
ten. Hoga, Goran 
gr&bruna ler- Netinder 
murar omger 

husen och barn leker utanfor. 
- Man fattar inte hur man- 

niskorna orkar. Fast anda har 

manniskorna samtidigt en 
. ehdrm stravan att overleva. . ; 
i Goran kom till Afghanistan 

for ett tv&§rsuppdrag och ar 
|baserad i staden Peshawar 1 
Igrannlandet Pakistan. Fast 
Jhans arbete inneb^ m^ga be- 
;s6k p4 kommittehs sjukvirds- 

kliniker inne i Afghanistan. De 
ffem kilometrama fr^ provins- 

huvudstaden Ghazni till den 



lilla byn Rowza tar over en 
halvtimme. Kliniken ar en lag, 
vit lerbyggnad mitt inne i byn 
och just nu p4g^ det halsoun- 
dervisning utanfor. En aldre 
man visar pa planscher hur 
viktigt det ar med hygien for en 
grupp kvinnor som nickar iv- 
rigt. Samtliga ar iforda burqua, 
en heltackande "sack*' med vir- 
kat galler framfor ogonen. 

Minimal utmstning 
Inifr^n kliniken hors de hjart- 
skarande skriken frdn ett litet 
barn och Goran tittar in. En av 
lakarna hdller pS att lagga om 
benet pa en liten pojke. Fadern 
hiller honom i ett fast grepp 
medan modern hukar bredvid. 
Goran forhor sig via v^ tolk: 

Han'drdg ned en kanna med 
skSllhett te fr^ spisen och fick 
allt over sijg, forklarar fadern 
och tillagger lite urskuldande: 
• - Han ar i den dar kl&fingri- 
gaildern. .. 

Rummen ar enkla och ut- 
rustningen minimal, men an- 

kan man ta hand om de fies- 
ta av bybornas sjukv^dsbehov 
har. Fanns den inte sk vore al- 
ternativet en timmes g&ng in 
till staden. Goran tar ett 14ngt 
samtal med forest^ndaren om 
derasbehov. 

- De gor ett verkligt bra jobb, 
sager han efter&t och lagger 
tiU: 

. - Utifr^n sina forutsattning- 
arforst&s. .. 

- Men manniskorna har fbr- 
stir inte sambandet mellan na- 
ring i maten, hygien och bety- 
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Nordisk hjalp kan dras in 




TaUb 

• - Garantera ett minimum av 
sakerhet kx vSra utlandska och 
afghanska medarbetare amiars 
avbryter vi hjalpinsatsen. . . 

De nordiska hjalporganisatio- 
nema i krigsforodda Afghani- 
stan, varldens fattigaste land, 
staller i dag ultimatum till taliba- 
nema, de radikala islamister som 
sedan 11 mSnader styr i Kabul. 

-Vi menar vartenda ord och ar 
beredda att ta konsekvensema 
och lamna alia de omrSden som 
kontroUeras av talibanema, sa- 
ger Karin Ahrland, ordforantic : 
Svenska Afghanistan-kommit- 
ten (SAK). 

Ohallbar situation 

Det ar en 14ng rad av overgrepp 
och nya dekret frin religiosa fa- 
natiker som lett till en ohMlbar si- 
tuation. 

Forra torsdagen fangslades 
Abdul Qadeer, SAKrs kontors- 
chef i Kabul, efter en polisraid. 
Han anklagas for spioneri och 
loper i en extrem situation risken 
att avrattas. 

Mahnobon Sidney Pettersson, 
chef for kontoret, som forgaves 
sokte stoppa arresteringen, har 



^^^-^anistan stalls nu infor ultimatum 



inte fitt nigot svar vid alia de 
uppvaktningar han gjort p^ hog- 
sta nivi. 

-Anklagelsen ar horribel men 
det ser mycket morkt ut, sager 
Peter Hjukstrom p^ SAK i 
Stockholm till AN. 

For koit skagg - piskades 

Tidigare har en av SAKrs lakare, 
dr Salb, gripits av den religiosa 
milisen och utsatts for en plig- 
sam piskning som straff for att 
hans dm-l§nga skagg ans^gs vara 
for kort. 

Tolv medarbetare pi SAKrs 
ortopedtekniska verkstad i Sai- 
jadabad som greps for sanmia 
"brott" stangdes under sex tim- 
mar in i en oventilerad container 
dar temperaturen ISg over 50 
grader och gavs senare husar- 
rest. 

Tidigare har tv§ kvinnor, som 
med myndighetemas tillstind 
deltagit i en bammorskekurs, 
haUits fangslade under fem dygn 
i Laghman-provinsen anklagade 
for att vara "pakistanska prosti- 
tuerade". 

Peter Hjukstrom bekraftar att 
ocksS andra hjalporganisationer 



drabbats av 'Yehgiost godtycke 
och vanvett'*. 

I staden Maidan Shar har tali- 
banema tagit over katolska CA- 
RErs kontor och gjort det till ett 
fangelse for hela personalen. I 
Ghazni har norska kommitt^ns 
verksamhet paralyseratsr Deras 
hus har tvi viningar vilket lett 
till anklagelser om att medarbe- 
tare kunnat se skymten av kvin- 
nor i grannhuset. . . 

Mdnga afghanska hjalparbeta- 
re har ocksi gripits i de massar- 
resteringar som agt rum sedan 
mitten avjuli. 

OmoJIigt anstalla kvinnor 

lika viktigt ar att "Avdelningen 
for bevarande av sedlighet och 
forhindrande av synd" utfardat 
nya dekret som gor det helt 
omojligt for utlandska hjalpor- 
gan att anstaUa kvmnor for vikti- 
gare uppgifter. 

Det i sin tur innebar att man 
tvingas overge alia forhoppning- 
ar att gora en insats for landets 
kvinnor eftersom det ar strikt 
forbjudet for manliga hjalparbe- 
tare att ha nigon som heist kon- 
takt med det andra konet. 



-Vi har under 15 irs insatser i 
Afghanistan aldrig tvekat om att 
ge humanitart bistind men det 
har ar totalt oacceptabelt, sager 
Karin Ahrland. 

De nordiska konmiitteema ar 
tillsammans med FN Afghani- 
stans storsta bidragsgivare och 
det irliga stodet uppgir till 150 
miljoner kronor. En femtedel av 
detta g^ till onu-iden som kon- 
troUeras av den stortade regi- 
men, en verksamhet som taliba- 
nema kraver skall upphora. 

Inre oro 

Det ar inre oro i rorelsen som 
tros ligga bakom attackema mot 
hjalporganisationema. 

-Ett varldsfr^vant perspektiv 
och rader av forodande militara 
nederlag under den senaste ti- 
den kan f4 markli- 
ga uttryck, sager 
Peter Hjukstrom. 
Moralen sviktar 
och di ligger det 
nara till hands att 
se icke islamska 
organisationer 
som en kalla till 
oron. 



Bo 

Gunnarsson 



KabulsegerpK) 

i ovanliga3|G-^ 
cricketmatch 

En ovanlig cricketmatch 
spelades i den krigshar- 
jade afghanska huvud- 
staden Kabul pd sonda- 
gen, en dag efter det att 
den renlariga islamiska 
talibanmilisen p^bjod 
islamiskt upptradande 
och kladsel for idrotts- 
man. 

Den talibankontroUe- 
rade Kabulradion sade 
att ett lag som tavlade for 
Kabul besegrade ett lag 
fvkn Kunarprovinsen p^ 
Kabuluniversitetets 
idrottsplats. Den sade att ■ 
matchen agde rum i "en 
vanskaplig atmosfar", 
men resultatet med- 
delades inte. 

lordagen gav taliba- 
nerna order till idrotts- 
man att bara skagg och 
forbjod kortbyxor. Den 
sade att ^sk^dama inte 
f^r appMdera utan skulle 
visa sin uppskattning 
genom att ropa AUah-o- 
akbar (Gud ar stor). 

- Alia idrottsman 
m^ste bara belt islamisk 
kladsel och undvika 
icke-islamiska och icke- 
afghanska kladvanor, 
sade meddelandet i 
Kabulradion. 

Reuter, Isfambad 



Aiyiaiiska (^posUioiM 

stor finungang 




Afghailska oppositions- 
styrkor uppgav sig pa son- 
dagen ha tiUfogat den sty- 
rande talibanmilisen ett 
svM nederlag i strider un- 
der riatten norr cm huvud- 
staden Kabul. Senare bom- 
bade oppositionens flyg 
Kabul och flera civila rap- 
porterades ha dodats. 

En talesman for taliba- 
nema bekraftade for en af- 
ghansk nyhetsbyra i Pakis- 
tan att staden Charikar 
drygt sex mil norr om Kabul 
hade fallit i oppositions- 
styrkomas bander. 

Daremot ville han inte 
tillsta att talibanerna ocksa 
skulle ha forlorat flvsbasen 
Bagram fem mil norr om 
huvudstaden. 

Medan striderna norr 
om staden fortfarande pa- 
gick svepte ett bombplan 
fran oppositionens flygva- 
pen in over en forort till 
Kabul. 

Enligt invanare i forsta- 
den Khair Khana dodades 
minst sju manniskor och 
tolv skadades i bombanfal- 
let. De fiesta offren skall ha 
kravts i ett hus vars aeare 



just samlat slakt och van- 
ner till lunch. 

En talesman for opposi- 
tionen (den f d regeringen 
som drevs ut ur Kabul i 
September forra 4ret) sade 
att Charikar intagits pa lor- 
dagskvallen och att flygba- 
sen Bagram erovrats pa 
sondagsmorgonen. Oppo- 
sitionsstyrkoma skar av ta- 
libanernas retrattvag sode- 
rut och uppgav pa morgo- 
nen att omkring 500 tali- 
bansoldater dodats i 
striderna. 

Joumalister som forsokte 
ta sig till stridsomradet pa 
sondagen stoppades av tali- 
banerna. 

Talibanernas talesman 
sade att 200 man sants till 
fronten nara Bagram och 
att oppositionsstyrkoma 
pa nytt drivits tillbaka. 

Talibanerna erovrade . 
Charikar ijanuari, men sta- , 
den har statt under hart 
tr\'ck fran oppositionsstyr- 
koma sedan dessa intog 
den strategiska staden Ja- 
bal-us-Saraj nagon mil 
langre norrut for en manad 
sedan. 

TT-REUTER, text 



Skord brann upp vid Kabul 

Charikar: Hundratals hektar vete stacks i brand pa son 
dagen norr om Afghanistans huvudstad Kabul i samband med 
harda strider mellan talibanska soldater och oppositions- 
trupper. Branden ar forodande for Kabul dar man har raknat 
med skorden for att rada bot pa matbristen. Staden ar over- 
full av flyktinsar. Internationella hjalporganisationer forser 
redan mer an halften av stadens invanare med livsmedel. ap 

Stridsplan bombade Kabul 

Kabul: Stridsplan tillhorande anti-talibanalliansen i Afgha- 
nistan bombade huvudstaden Kabul i gryningen pa sonda- 
gen. Det var det andra flyganfallet mot staden pa 48 timmar. 
Kabulborna vaknade till talibanernas oronbedovande luft- 
varnseld som riktades mot tva flygplan som flog pa hog hojd. 
Flygplanen slappte minst tre bomber, och det var oklart om 
de orsakade nagra skador. Tidigare flyganfall har framst kon- 
centrerats mot tlygplatsen i den nordostra utkanten av sta- 
den. TT-REUTER SVj^ 



Hjalparbetare 
lamnar Kabul 

AFGHANISTAN. Minst tre 
personer dodades och tvd 
skadades d^ ett stridsflyg- 
plan tillhorande oppositions- 
styrkoma p^ torsdagen 
anfpll Afghanistans huvud- 
stad Kabul. Planet Idgflog 
over staden och fallde en 
bomb nara presidentpalatset, 
sade invtoare. 

Ett 20-tal utlandska hjalp- 
arbetare lamnade Afgha- 
nistans huvudstad Kabul i 
onsdags, eftersom laget blir 
allt farligare. 

En talesman for den koali- 
tion som bekampar taliba- 
nerna - vilka beharskar 
Kabul - sade att Ahmed Shah 
Massouds soldater st^r 25 
kilometer norr om staden och 
forbereder en framstot. 

btj <.5/?-^? TTAFP 

Talibanerna 
hart pressade 

AFGHANISTAN. Den afgha- 
nska oppositionens styrkor 
utsatte pa lordagen huvud- 
staden Kabul for kraftig 
beskjutningfran artilleri och 
flyg. Oppositionen uppmana- 
de de styrande talibanerna 
att dra tillbaka sina trupper 
fran staden for att bereda 
va^en for fredssamtal. 

Ogonvittnen i Kabul sade 
att raketer borjade sla ned i 
stadens ytteromraden redan 
tidigt pa morgonen. Taliba- 
nerna sade att inga personer 
skadats i anfallen och att 
flygplatsen forblev oppen for 
militart flyg. Den civila 
trafiken ar nedlagd, och 
varken FN eller Internatio- 
nella rodakorskommitten 
har fort in personal med flyg 
under den ^enaste tiden. 

TT-AFP 



Frigivning kravpjj 
for fredssamtal 

AFGHANISTAN. De afghanska 
talibanernas ledare Moham- 
med Omar sade pa lordagen 
att det inte kan bli n^gra 
fredsforhandlingar med 
oppositionen forran de om- 
kring 2 000 talibansoldater 
som h^lls som fangar i norr 
har frigivits. 

- V^ra mannar togs till 
fanga i oppet trots mot all 
politisk praxis och humanita- 
ra principer efter att ha blivit 
inbjudna till norr for samtal, 
sade Omar i en telefoninter- 
vju for den afghanska nyhets- 
byra AIP. 

Talibansoldaterna greps i 
Mazar-i-Sharif i norra Afgha- 
nistan i maj, sedan en militar 
befalhavare dar brutit med 
talibanerna. "^J j ^-^ AfP 



Talibaner atertar 
positioner 

AFGHANISTAN. Taliban- 
regimen i Afghanistan sade 

mdndagen att dess styrkor 
hade ^tertagit ndgra strate- 
giska positioner norr om 
huvudstaden Kabul. 

Enligt ogonvittnen utbytte 
talibanstyrkoma raket- och 
artillerield mot oppositionen 
cirka tv^ mil norr om Kabul. 
Talibanstyrkor blockerade 
for sjatte dagen i rad mojlig- 
heten for journalister att ta 
sig fram till frontlinjen. 

Den talibankontrollerade 
radion sade att oppositionen 
hade tiUfogats svkra forlus- 
ter i en upprensningsaktion. 
pAi 9Ji('^--Cr$ 7T-Reuter 



Talibaner \\^-^^ 
iiavdar framgang 

AFGHANISTAN. Den talibans- 
ka milisen havdade p^ tors- 
dagen att den efter haftiga 
strider hade intagit ivk sta- 
der norr om den afghanska 
huvudstaden Kabul. 

- Fienden p^borjade en 
offensiv i onsdags kvall och 
nar den under torsdagens 
morgontimmar hade uttomt 
sina krafter satte vi in v^r 
attack, sade talibanernas 
talesman Mullah Abdul 
Manan. 

Manan uppgav att staderna 
Mir Bacha och Guldara hade 
erovrats fr^ motst^ndar- 
lagret under ledning av den 
tadzjikiske krigsherren 
Ahmad Shah Massoud. Sta- 
derna ligger 3,3 mil norr om 
Kabul. Om uppgifterna ar 
korrekta, skulle det innebara 
att talibanerna avancerat 
omkring dtta kilometer i 
nordlig riktning.XX.M tt-afp 



Harda strider v»j 
nara Kabul S/^-'R 

AFGHANISTAN. Talibanerna i 
Afghanistan och dess mot- 
standare bombarderade 
varandra med artillerigrana- 
ter och raketer nara huvud- 
staden Kabul pa mandagen 
Striderna horde till de har- 
daste som intraffat sedan 
slaget om Kabul inleddes for 
tva veckor sedan. Staden 
kontroUeras av talibanerna 
General BesmuUah Khan 
vid oppositionsalliansen 
sade att bans stvrkor dodat 
40 talibaner. 

Striderna dog ut under 
eftermiddagen utan att fron- 
ten, tvk mil norr om taliba- 
nernas faste Kabul rort sig 
markbart. TT-Reuter 



Harda strider q|s-fY 
norr om Kabul t>N) 

AFGHANISTAN. H^rda Strider 
fortsatte p^ onsdagen langs 
stridslinjen norr om den 
afghanska huvudstaden 
Kabul. Men varken talibaner- 
nas styrkor eller deras mot- 
standare lyckades bryta 
igenom den andra sidans 
forsvarslinje, rapporterade 
vittnen. 

Bada sidor satte in for- 
starkningar for att flytta 
fram sina positioner. Tali- 
banska soldater har under de 
senaste tva veckorna utsatts 
for ett vMdsamt angrepp fr^n 
styrkor lojala med den tidiga- 
re regeringens starke man 
Ahmed Shah Masood. TT-AFP 



Talibaner 
godta 

Av TT-AFP 

ISLAMABAD. Talibanmilisen 
har sagt sig villig att med- 
verka i en kommission ihop 
med fiendealliansen for att 
utarbeta en politisk losning 
for Afghanistan. 

Det rapporterade paki- 
stanska medier pisondagen. 

En pakistansk medlings- 
grupp pd sju man under led- 
ning av Iftikhar Murshid traf- 
fade i lordags talibanernas 
utrikesminister mulla Mu- 
hammad Ghaus och andra 
regeringsfbretradare. 

Ghaus sade till den paki- 
stanska nyhetsbyrto APP att 
talibanerna ar villiga att sam- 
arbeta med FN och Pakistan 
och att ett eldupphor ar moj- 
ligt om omsesidigt fortroende 
utvecklas. 

Men han upprepade sitt 
gamla krav att talibanska le- 
dare fangna i Mazar-i-Sharif 
m^ste friges forst. 

Enligt medlarnas fdrslag 

skall en politisk kommission 
bildas av b^da parter i det 
afghanska inbordeskriget for 
att utarbeta vapenvila, fang- 
utvaxling och planer for en 
regering pa bred politisk bas. 

P^ sondagen rapporterade 
talibanmilisen en framryck- 
ning p^ fronten norr om Ka- 
bul for forsta gangen efter en 
veckas dodlage i striderna. 



Oppositionen t>vi 
hotar talibanerna 

AFGHANISTAN. Alia ledarna 
for den afghanska opposi- 
tionsalliansen samlades p^ 
mandagen for att enligt 
initierade kallor forsoka 
utforma en strategi for ett 
maktovertagande i huvud- 
staden Kabul. 

Motet hoUs i Salangpasset i 
Hindukushbergen, tolv mil 
norr om Kabul. Bland delta- 
garna var forre fbrsvarsmi- 
nistem Ahmed Shah Masso- 
ud, den uzbekiske milisleda- 
ren Abdul Malik, den shia- 
muslimska alliansens ledare 
Karim Khalili samt den 
avsatte presidenten Bur- 
hanuddin Rabbani, politiskt 
lierad med Massoud. 

En medarbetare till Masso- 
ud sade till AFP att opposi- 
tionsstyrkorna inte haft for 
avsikt att inta Kabul omedel- 
bart men raknar med att 
erovra huvudstaden innan 
det blir vinter(;;^^jC^^-AFP 



Nordiska givare 
kritiserar talibaner 

AFGHANISTAN. Fyra skandi- 
naviska bistandsorganisatio- 
ner i Afghanistan kritiserar 
haftigt talibanmilisen for att 
den forhindrar hjalparbetet. 
Internationella rodakors- 
kommitten kritiserar bada 
parterna i inbordeskriget for 
att striderna forsv^rar bi- 
st^ndsinsatserna. 

Den nordiska kritiken j 
framfbrs i ett skrivet ut- ] 
talande gjort i Pakistan i | 
m^ndags men som fick sprid- 
ning p^ tisdagen. 

Bistdndsgivarna havdar att 
de utsatts for hotelser fran 
talibanerna. De hanvisar 
ocksa till de hdrda reglerna 
for bist^ndsgivningen som 
talibanerna proklamerade 
den 16 juli. Bland annat, 
heter det i uttalandet, har det 
till foljd av talibanernas 
strikta konsuppfattning varit 
svart att n^ fram till be- 
hovande kvinnor. 

Bakom kritiken star Svens- 
ka Afghanistankommitten, 
Danska kommitten for hjalp 
till afghanska flyktingar, 
Norska Afghanistankommit- 
ten och Norsk kyrkohjalp. 



Strider aventyrar bistand 

Kabul: Internationella rodakorskommitten, ICRC, sade pa 
tisdagen att intensiteten i stridema mellan talibanregimen 
och oppositionsstyrkor i Afghanistan har gjort att den hu- 
manitara hjalpen till landet hotar att falla samman. I ett press- 
meddelande kritiserar ocksa ICRC oppositionsstyrkorna for 
att rodakorsmedarbetare inte tillats inspektera forhallande- 
na for de omkring 3 000 krigsfangar som oppositionen be- 
raknas halla. Roda korset uppger att organisationen har ta- 
git hand om 7000 krigsskadade pa bada sidor av fronten de 
tre senaste manaderna. 

- Vi har inte sett sa manga sarade vid liknande perioder 
under de senaste tre aren. Det finns tydliga tecken pa en es- 
kalering av konflikten, sade Thomas Gurtner. Roda korsets 
platschef i Afghanistan. tt-reuter5'i/1> 1^^-^ 

Afghanska oppositionen 
ombildar sin regering /^Is-^:? 

ICabul: Oppositionsalliansen i Afghanistan har ombildat sin 
regering; ett initiativ sett av bedomare i Kabul som att op- 
positionen bemddat sig om att framsta som enad i kampen 
mot talibanerna. Burhanuddin Rabbani kvarstar som presi- 
dent, medan forre utrikesministern Abdur Rahim Gaffurzai 
har utnanmts till premiarminister. Oppositionens militare 
ledare Ahmed Shah Massoud aterfar posten som forsvars- 
minister, medan den uzbekiske generalen Abdul Malik 
betitlas utrikesminister. 

Tre poster som vicepresident har skapats. Tva av dem har 
tilldelats den shiamuslimska alliansen Hezb-i-Wahdat 
respektive organisationen Harakat-i-Islami, medan den tred- 
je ar vakant. tt-reuter 



Talibanerna kan forlora bistand 



/s/cS'^'^ABUL, TT-AFP 

►Om situationen for manskli- 
ga rattigheter inte snabbt for- 
battras i Afghanistan riskerar 
talibanerna att forlora bistand. 
Detta hot framiordes i gar av 
en nordisk delegation pa besok 
i landet. Delegationen, ledd av 
den norske kabinettssekretera- 
ren Jan Egeland, har givit den 



strikt islamistiska milisen nag- 
ra veckor pa sig for att garan- 
tera flickors ratt till utbildning. 
I slutet av oktober skall Egeland 
sitta som ordforande for den 
andra givarkonferensen for 
Afghanistan. Malet for denna 
ar att alia bistandsgivare skall 
hitta en gemensam strategi for 
det humanitara bistandet. 



DROGHANDEL o>»v 

Sua 2y^~"9^ 

Afghanistan forbjuder 
all bantering av opium 



Kabul, tt-reuter 
► Talibanregimen i Afghani- 
stan har forb judit odling, han- 
del och export av opium, vil- 
ket ar ravaran for heroin. Men 
den behover hjalp fran om- 
varlden for att gora forbuden 
effektiva. Det sade Abdur 
Rahman Hotaqi, vice infor- 
mationsminister, pa onsda- 
gen. 

Ursprungsland 

Afghanistan ligger i hjartat av 
det opiumproducerande om- 
rade som kallas "gyllene halv- 
manen". 

Omkring 80 procent av allt 
heroin som beslagtas i Euro- 
pa kommer ursprungligen 



fran omradena i Afganistan. 

- Enorma omraden i 
Afghanistan bestar av opium- 
odlingar och nar vi forbjuder 
det maste vi ge bonderna 
nagot tillbaka och den isla- 
miska staten Afghanistan har 
inte resurserna for det, sade 
Abdur Rahman Hotaqi. 

OronmSxkta pengar 

FN:s drogkontrollorgan, 
UNDCP, har oronmarkt mot- 
svarande drygt 130 miljoner 
kronor for att fa bort odling- 
en av droger i Afghanistan. 
Omkring 55000 hektar 
beraknas anvandas for att 
producera nara 2 300 ton opi- 
um i landet. 



Afghanska ledare^s%^ 
omkom i flygkrasch 

ZTabul: Ett transportplan med nagra av ledarna for den 
afghanska koalitionen som bekampar de styrande talibaner- 
na kraschade pa torsdagen. Samtliga ombord omkom, dar- 
ibland alliansens nye premiarminister Abdul Rahim Gha- 
furzai. Minst sju foretradare for oppositionen, som kontrol- 
lerar norra tredjedelen av Afghanistan, befann sig pa planet. 
Det kraschlandade i Bamyan, 15 mil nordvast om Kabul. 

Ghafurzai utsags till premiarminister av alliansen for min- 
dre an tva veckor sedan. Hans utnanming kom efter flera 
veckors diskussion mellan de olika befalhavama. Forre pre- 
miarministern Gulbuddin Hekmatyar ar i exil i Iran sedan 
talibanstyrkorna stortade bans regering i September, ap 



Opium nillar over Af ghanistans granser 

Talibanerna ar beroende avopiuminkonKtema ^^tt finansiera kriget 



• Arets opiumskord, den storsta och 
nigonsin, rullar just over den af- 
ghanska gransen in i Pakistan. 
Asneryggama har ersatts av last- 
bilar och pick-ups och det sker 
oppet som om det handlade om 
export av aprikoser, meloner eller 
mandel. 

- TuUama p^ den pakistanska 
sidan tittar ^t andra hSliet, sager 
en bist^dsarbetare som arbetar 
med talibanerna i Afghanistan. 

De puritanska talibanerna har 
officiellt forklarat all narkolika 
som *'haram", dvs oislamsk, men 
samtidigt sagt att befdUcningen ar 
s^ utarmad att det ar omojligt att 
forbjuda odling av opiumvallmo. 



Slar till mot cannabis 

De har darfor nojt sig med att slS 
till mot cannabis, med pSfoljd att 
m^nga fattiga bonder bytt groda 



g^tt over till opiumproduk- 

tion. 

Under talibanemas religiosa 
styre gor den "Gyllene halvm^- 
nen", som det laglosa granslan- 
det mot Pakistan kallas, skal for 
sitt nanm. 

Talibanerna, "Allahs svard", 
ar i sjalva verket helt beroende av 
opiuminkomstema for att finan- 
siera kriget mot den "oislamska" 
oppositionen. 

Talibanska ledare p^t^ sjalva 
vara inblandadc i handeln och 
uppgifter sager att de forsta he- 
roiilaboratoriema redan startat 
sin produktion iime i landet. 

Mullah Yarana, en av de mest 
inflytelserika ledarna , anses vara 
huvudman bakom ett syndikat 
som smugglar tonvis av heroin till 
USA och Europa via Iran. 
Men trots att rorelsens alls- 



maktige - Mullah Omar - i ^ol 
utfardade ett dekret som under 
en kort tid forbjod all bantering av 
opium, forsvarar man nu ofta 
hett "expkjrten". 

- Soyjetiska bomber och vas- 
terlandska vapen har forstort 
ykrt land, sa en talesman i Kabul 
nyligen. 

- Vi har inte m^ga altemativ. 
Bevattningssystemen ar forstor- 
da och vallmon ar den tSligaste 
och mest profitabla grodan... 

Andra talibaner ar mer mili- 
tanta och havdar att opium ar ett 
vapen och en vedergallning mot 
den icke-islamska varlden. 

8.000 omaret 

Bonder som odlar opiumvallmo 
tjanar i genomsnitt 8.000 kronor 
om ^et och kan dessutom fk ut en 
skord vete eller majs. Det ar tre 



g^ger mer an vad andra bonder 
kan fS ut fr^n samma areal. 

Det faktum att slutprodukten 
heroin stigit flera hundra ganger i 
varde anses naturligt. 

-M^nga tar risker som rattfar- 
diggor en extra beloning, sager 
en kommendant i Jalalabad. 

Omkring 1.500 ton opium anses 
ha skordats i Afghanistan i som- 
mar, 90 procent i omrMen som 
kontrolleras av talibanerna. 

FN har i sommar startat ett 
projekt for att f^ de afganska 
bonderna att odla altemativa 
grodor och hoppas att det skall f^ 
talibanerna pk andra tankar. 

-Om inte s^ drar vi oss ur och 
liter dem sti dar med halvfardiga 
dammar och bevattningkanaler, 
sager Angus Geddes, en av de 
ansvariga. 
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Borgerkrigen i Afghanistan dreier seg om langt mer enn den fundamentalis- 
tiske Taliban-geriljaen. «Det store spillet» gjentar seg, ett hundre ar after at 
briter og russere sloss om innflytelse i Sentral-Asia. 

Det store spillet 
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-Hadde Afghanistan lig- 
get pi en ode oy, vttle vi 
kanskje klart §l bii enige. 
Med de naboene vi liar, 
ser det ut som om krigen 
vil fortsette i en evighet, 
sa en afghaner til meg for 
en tid tilbake. Han hadde 
et poeng. 

Briter og russere provde fra 
hver sin kant §l kontrollen 
over Afghanistan i tiira for 1. 

verdenskrig. 
N^r faren var 
st^rst, slo af- 
ghanske fien- 
der seg sam- 
men og jagde 
inntrengerne 
p§ fiukt. Da 
Sovjetunio- 
nen invaderte 
landet i 1979, 
slo ogsd opp- 
osisjonen seg 
sammen. De 
muslimske 
geriljabeve- 
gelsene fikk 
st0tte fra USA og resten av Ves- 
ten. Med sovjeternes utmarsj i 
1989 br0t den skjore opposi- 
sjonsalliansen ganske snart 
sammen. Siden 1992 har det 
vaert full borgerkrig i Afghani- 
stan. 

Stormakts- og nabointeresse- 
ne er fremdeles et av de viktig- 
ste elementene i Afghanistan- 
kngen, selv om det ikke nkr 
Ti til avisenes forstesider. 
i^et som skjer i tida som kom- 
mer, kan fS store konsekvenser 
for situasjonen i hele Sentral- 
Asia og ogsa for Vesten. 

■ ■ I Moskva folger president 
Boris Jeltsin noye med i utvik- 
lingen. Bare ordet Taliban er 
nok til §i sende sjokkb0lger 
gjennom Kreml. Hvis den tur- 
banprydete og skjeggete fun- 
damentalistbevegelsen skuUe 
fS makten i hele Afghanistan, 
er russerne livredde for en mu- 
lig smitteffekt i deres tidligere 
sentralasiatiske republiMcer, 
som u§L er blitt landene Turk- 
menistan, Usbekistan, Kasakh- 
stan, Elirgisistan og Tadsjikis- 
tan. Alle disse er muslimske. 

■ ■ Usbekistan har tradisjo- 
nelt st0ttet den afghanske 
krigsherren Abdul Rashid Dos- 
tum, som selv er usbeker. Tad- 
sjikistan har stottet den legen- 
dariske Ahmed Shah Masoud. 
selv tadsjik og kjent under nav- 
net «L0ven fra Panshir». Flere 
observat0rer mener at russerne 
for tida 0nsker et status quo i 
Afghanistan. Dette settes ikke 
minst i forbindelse med oljen. I 
Turkmenistan arbeides det 




TALIBAN-GERILJAEN er det mest ioynefallende trekk ved borgerkrigen i Afghanistan. I bak- 
grunnen fqrtsetter maktspillet mellom nabotand og stormakter. poto; ntb/ap 



med planar om en oljeledning 

gjennom Afghanistan til Pakis- 
tan. Det amerikanske oljesel- 
skapet Unocal skal bygge olje- 
ledningen, som er til fordel for 
Pakistan og til politisk Qg 0ko- 
nomisk ulpmpe for russerne. At 
amerikaneme holder dora pS 
gl0tt til Taliban, har blant an- 
net i gjore med oljen. 

■ ■ Pakistanerne er interessert 
i et stabilt|Afghanistan av flere 
grunner enn oljen, det er tross 
alt et naboland de 0nsker §l ha 
en viss kontroU over. Pakista- 
nerne har satset alt pS Taliban 
den siste tida. og landet er ett 
av en h^ndfull som har aner- 
kjent Taliban-regimet. En del 
pakistanere er uenige i denne 
anerkjennelsen. Taliban har 
sin opprinnelse blant afghane- 
,re som studerte islam koran- 
skoler i Pakistan. Smittefaren 
herfra er til stede, selv om den i 
dag ikke er overhengende. 

■ ■ For pakistanerne er Tali- 



ban-st0tten ogsS et problem i 
forhold til India. Inderne had- 
de et relativt godt forhold til de 
sovjetiske marionettene som 
styrte i Kabul og har siden den 
tid st0ttet AhmeQ Rashid Dos- 
tum, som for tida befinner seg i 
eksil. Fredssamtaler mellom 
India og Pakistan om Kashmir 
var sa vidt i gang da pakista- 
nerne anerkjente Taliban-regi- 
met Det likte inderne dirlig. 

■ ■ Som om ikke alt dette skul- 
le vaere nok av innblanding - 
fra naboer i nord, sor og 0st - 
har de stakkars afghanerne 
Iran A hanskes med i vest. Hvor 
stSr ScL presteskapet i Teheran? 
For oyeblikket ser det ut som 
om OgsS iranerne er forn0yd 
med en status quo-situasjon, 
selv om de har pr0vd seg pi di- 
verse meklingsfors0k. 

■ ■ I utgangspunktet skulle 
man jo tro at iranerne st0ttet 
Taliban, siden de ogsa er funda- 
mentalister. men enkelt er 



det ikke. Talibanene er nemlig 
sunni-muslimer, mens iraner- 
ne tUh0rer shia-retningen in- 
nen islam. Tradisjonelt har 
Iran st0ttet den Hazara-domi- 
herte Shia-geriljaen Hezb-i- 
Wahdat i Afghanistan, men det 
har vsert mange knuter pi tri- 
den. Hezb-i-Wahdat klager over 
at iranerne har gitt dem for lite 
vipen og 0konomisk og poli- 
tisk stotte. Som alle andre stor- 
makter i regionen, teller egen- 
interessene fprst og fremst for 
iranerne. 

■ ■ Egeninteressene er ogsi i 
fokus for Saudi-Arabia. Saudi- 
erne har tradisjonelt stottet ret- 

troende sunnimuslimske grup- 
per i Afghanistan og satser nA 
pi at Taliban gir seirende ut av 
krigen. Saudiernes kamp om 
irteff^else i Afehanistan har 
ikke minst med motsetnings- 
forholdet til Iran i gjore. Det 
store spillet om Afghanisisw s©f • 
aldri ut til a ta slutt. 
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Ken er aenne: uom- 
men oser av tvil, 
blant annet om hvor- 
vidt familien er pakis- 
tanske statsborgere-j^ 
Men Jngen steder tais- 
dettil orde for at tvi- 
lenfSkal komme 
Gholam til gode. 



Hvdrfor 
skiillehun 
trenge 
falsktpass? 



torsteamanuensis ved joumalistutdanningen, .;. . 
Hogskolen i Oslo 

Lagmannsrettens dom i Gho- 
lam-saken iikner et bestillings- 
verk for myndighetene. I dom- 
men reises det tvil ved statens 
bevisforsel, men likevel ikke 
ved statens rett til i utvise. 

N^r regjeringsadvokat Sven Ole Fager- 
naes gSr til angrep p5 Dagbladets dek- 
ning av Gholam-saken (replikk l0rdag 
28.6.), gi0r han det uten selv & gS konk- 
ret inn pS domsdokumentene. Jeg stil- 
ler mine sporsmSl nettopp med bak- 
grunn i disse, fordi jeg ikke en klar 
logisk sammenheng mellom premisser 
og konklusjon. 

Et av Justisdepartementets viktigste 
bevis har vaert visums0knadene til ekte- 
paret Gholam, fremmet overfor det 
danske kcmsulatet i 
Karachi. 'Ws«ms0k- 
nader som bSde 
herr og fru Gholam 
seinere har forklart 
var basert pS falske 
pakistanske pass. 
Denne forklaringen 
har staten awist, si- 
den deres pSstand om Gholam-famili- 
cns pakistaaske slatsboigerskap liviler 
pS at soknadene er ekte. 

Lagmannsretten er ikke s§ bastant. I 
dommen hclor det at det «ikke belt kan 
utelukkes at han (dvs. Hussain Gholam) 
har m0tt opp med et forfalsket pass som 
lyder p§ Fida Hussain, men det er mest 
naerliggende & tro at han i realiteten er 
Fida Hussain, og at passet var uforfal- 
sket». 

N4r det gjelder hustruen, Khadija 
Hussain, mener den samme retten at 
-♦det er najrligK<-'nde & tro at passet kan 
ha vairt forfalsket-. 

Hvis Khadila Hussain hadde pakis- 
tansk statsborgerskap da hun S0kte om 
visum til Europa, hvorfor skulle hun 
trenge falskt pakistansk pass? 

Her innr0mmer lagmannsrett^i at et 
av statens hovedbevis er beheftet med 
tvil, men det endrer ikke konklusjonen. 

Et nytt moment i forhold til namsret- 
tens domsdokumenter er lagmannsret- 
tens utsagn om at «det Jean tenkes at fa- 
milien bdde er afghanske og pakistan- 
ske borgere». AltsS: betydelig forvir- 
ring, men ikke i konklusjonen. 

Dommen hyller ikke myndighetenes 
spr§ktester, langt ifra. Lagmannsretten 
har ikke -funnet det n0dvendig & ta stil- 
ling til sprSktestenes verdi i denne 
konkrete saken». Det 
er et behagelig stand- 
punkt, etter at norske 
eksperter har kritisert 
testene i Spen rett. Og- 
s5 dette burde svekke 
statens beviser for at 
ekteparet Gholam er 
pakistanere. 

Retten er heller ikke 
saerlig begeistret for 
myndighetenes foto- 
konfrontasjon i Quet- 
ta. I dommen heter det 
at retten er «enig i at 
det ikke kan tillegges 
noen bevisverdi at en 
tilfeldig og anonym 
butikkmedarbeider 
pSst^ §L ha gjenkjent 
Gholam etter et foto». 
Resultatet av myndig- 
hetenes dyre og vikti- 
ge ekspedisjon til Qu- 
etta blir altsS naermest 
awist, men likevel fkr den «en viss be- 
visverdi » sett i sammenheng med andre 
bevismomenter i saken. Her nevner 
dommen spesielt visums0knadene, 




som domsdokumeifene'samtidig sier 
/can vaere falske. 

Hussain og Khadija Gholam ble dess- 
uten gjenkjent i Quetta som henholds- 
vis Taqi Mashouma, navn som myn- 
dighetene med alle sine navneforvir- 
rende utspfll ikke engang har pr0vd S 
tillegge de to. Hva s^fi bevis er dette 
egentlig? Myndighetene Og retten har 
til nS operert med fire navn pS KhadQa 
Hussain, samtidig som de erklaerer at 
«dette navnesp0rsmSlet er iklre avgj0- 
rende». 

Dommen nevner ogsS familiens foto- 
grafialbum, for retten et viktig bevis. 
Jeg leser domsdokumentene og undres. 
En sak er den norske statens kullsvier- 
tro pk at de vet bedre enn to lands am- 
bassador hvilket statsborgerskap en fa- 
milie har. En annen og ny ting er sta- 
tens - og lagmanns- 
rettens - ideer om 
hvor mye en familie 
kan vaere avbildet 
sammen med andre 
uten at det foreligger 
slektskap mellom de 
to. Retten mener det 
er pSfallende med sS 
mange bilder av en 
navngitt fjanoilie og 
en navi^tt mann, 
bosatt i Danmark, i 
famiUen Hussain 
Gholams fotoalbum, 
hvis de ikke er annet 
enn bekjente. Hva 
slags dogmatisk kul- 
turell tolking ligger 
bak et slikt domspre- 
miss? At det i et fo- 
toalbum alltid f0rst 
og fremst skal vaere 
bilder av blodsslekt- 
ninger? Uansett? 
Dommerne er ogsS innom den mis- 
lykte «uttransporteringen». Myndighe- 
tenes ordbruk og dens tekniske val0r er 
i seg selv et kapittel det kunne skrives 



Gholam-saken 



Lagmannsretten har talt: Fa- 
milien Gholam ska\ utvises. 
B&iSe rettssalcen og dommen 
etterfater utiesvarte spers- 
mdl. %la, lagmannsretten inn- 
rommer at selv statens ho-: 
vttdbevis er beheftet med tvil.j 
Dommen i saken Iikner et be- 
stniingsverk, skriver Elisa- 
beth Eide og utfordrer justis- 
ministef Gerd-Liv Valla tii S^,^ 
rsvare^'^-l- ♦ " 



Tidligere kronikk: 



Onsdag 18. juni: 



Etise Kiippenberg: 

«Bam ingen hindring?- 



kronikker om, og de gir historiske asso- 
siasjoner. Lagmannsretten vil ikke 
«<legge spesiell vekt pS det mislykkede 
fors0ket p4 uttransportering». De pSpe- 
ker at niyndighetene i Norge hadde gitt 
Khadija og ungene gal identitet, og at 
det kan ha vaert en av irsakene til at de 
ikke slapp inn i Pakistan. Men myndig- 
hetenes feil skal ikke komme den s&:- 
bare piwten til gode. 

G&ten for ett som leser dommen er 
denne: I domspreraissene reises tvil 
ved flere av de senlarale bevisene for at 
familien Gholam er pakistanske stats- 
borgere, men ingen steder tas det til or- 
de for at tvilen skal komme Gholam til 
gode. Oppgaven var 4 vise at Gholam 
Hussain, uten nevneverdig tvil, er pa- 
kistansk statsborger. Dommen oser av 
tvil ved en rekke enkelt-« bevis », i st0rre 
grad enn i dommen i namsretten, men 
konklusjonen er den samme. 

Retten fllosoferer over om det kan 
vaere slik at en mister pakistansk stats- 
borgerskap hvis en er blitt anerkjent 
som afghanere av afghanske myndighe- 
ter, men dette erkjenner de at de ikke 
vet nok om. Med andre ord: I og med at 
famUien Gholam har a^hanske pass 
(eller hadde, til de ble fratatt dem pS 
Fomebu 17. mai 1997), sS kan det tenkes 
at pakistanske myndigheter ikke vil ha 
dem i landet eller gi dem statsbbrgerli- 
ge rettigheter. 

Likevel skal familien ut. Men f0rst 
skal de sitte, med en saksomkostnings- 
gjeld pS 5 1 500 kroner, og vente, kanskje 
i mSneder, pS at pakistanske myndig- 
heter vurderer saken. Og hvis pakistan- 
ske myndigheter ikke bestemmer seg i 
norske myndigheters fav0r, hva gj0r 
Norge da? 

Viktigere: Hva skal familien Gholam 
gj0re? M.k den i ventetiden selge alt den 
eier og har for k betale saksomkostnin- 
ger, som forrenter seg med 12 prosent i 
lavrentelandet Norge? Mister den bar- 
netrygd og andre midler til livsopp-, 
hold? MS tre ungdommer sitte hjemme 



FAMIUEN GHOLAM: Lagmanns- 
i -reftens dbm reiser mange spersmSt 
-som-^tngir flyktnlngers rettssikker- . 
^ •het t Norge. Roto: BJ0RN LANGSEM 

i stedet for k begynne pk videregSende 
skole 15. august? Mye tyder pk at myn- 
dighetene vil ha det slik. Akkurat slik. 
. Myndighetenes og lagmannsrettens 
behandlkig av Gholam-saken reiser 
mange sp0rsm&l vedr0rende flyktnln- 
gers rettssikkerhet i Norge. Her bare no- 
en av (tern: 

1. Hvor lenge er mjnidighetene villig 
til & vente pk «pakistansk avklaring» f0r 
de eventuelt innr0mmer familien Gho- 
lam opphold i Nor- 
ge? En mSned? Et 



Akkurat 
sttk 

myndig- 
hetene , ; 
vil ha det 



krl Eller vil myn- 
dighetene "Uttrans- 
portere» familien til 
et annet land? 

2. Opinionen har 
krav pk k ik vite 
hvordan Justisde- 
partementet defmerer humanitaere 
hensyn n4r det gjelder k innvilge opp- 
holdstiUatelse. Hvorfor er Hussain Gho- 
lams hjertesykdom og behov for opera- 
sjon ikke et slikt tilfelle? 

3. Myndighetene er snare til k kalle 
asyls0kere for l0gnere. Hva med deres 
egne l0gner og l0ftebrudd? Da Anne 
Holt slapp kirkeasylantene ut i novem- 
ber i Qor, lovte Justisdepartementet at 
sakene dereis skulle fS individuell be- 
handling i l0pet av vSren. Mange venter 
fremdeles, og det har vaert sommer en 
stund nS. 

4. Et spesialsp0rsmSl til justisminis- 
teren: Hvordan kan det ha seg at DNA 
erklaerer at Fremskrittspartiet blir en 
hovedmotstander i valgkampen, uten k 
nevne flyktningepolitikken? 

For denne observat0ren gir svaret pk 
det siste sp0rsmilet seg selv. Men jeg vil 
gjeme se det fra Gerd-Liv VaUas penn 
og stiller meg Spen for positive overras- 
kelser. 



og knirkende sk<^ 

Av TOM BAKKELI 

Som om friheten ikke var nok innskrenket for afghanske kvinner, innferer de 
strenge islamske makthaverne Taliban nye lover som ytterligere knebler kvin- 
nene. Ifelge de riye reglene skal kvinner ikke bruke sko «som st0yer», sminke 
eller smykker. 

Taliban vil kneble 



Men hva skaJ kvinner som fra 
for er palagt a bruke den hel- 
dekkende klesdrakten burkha- 
en med smykker og sminke? Og 
hvor mye stoy kan tillates for 
kvinnenes sko blir beslaglagt? 

Etter at Taliban, en fxmda- 
mentalistisk sunni-muslimsk 
bevegelse med utspring i og 
stotte fra Pakistan, tok makten 
i storparten av Afghanistan har 
kvinnene fatt svi. Og spesielt 
kvinnene i hovedstaden Kabul, 
som hadde tilegnet seg en langt 
mer vestlig-inspirert livsstil 
enn i andre omrader. 

Reglene er det siste aret blitt 
gradvis strengere. Vestlige 
klaer er skiftet ut med burkha- 
en, vinduer skal dekkes til for at 
kvinner ikke skal synes. 



kvinnene ytterlii 



Verre er det at tusenvis av 
kvinner er jaget fra sine jobber. 
Ifelge det nye reglementet som 
er utarbeidet av det religiase 
politiety^m baerer navnet De- 
partementet for fremme av mo- 
ral og bekjempelse av laster, vil 
kvimier for fremtiiden bare fa 
arbelde i den medisinske sektor. 

10 000 enker 

Bare i Kabul er det i overkant 
av 10 000 enker. De fleste har 
mistet sine menn, og dermed 



inntekter til familien, som folge 
av 17 ars krig. Mange enker job- 
bet for intemasjonale hjelpeor- 
ganisasjoner - inntil Taliban 
kom. 

- Mannlige slektninger skal 
sorge for enkenes ve og vel, me- 
ner Taliban-ledeme. Men sa 
mange menn med penger til 
overs, finnes ikke i Kabul. En- 
kene og deres bam er tvunget 
til a tigge pa gatene. 

En annen ny regel, som i 
praksis har fungert en stund, er 



at kvinner ikke lenger skal fa 
besoke sykehusavdelinger med 
mannlige pasienter, hvis det 
ikke er for a hilse pa slektnin- 
ger. 

Stadig flere av Kabuls inn- 
byggere haper inderlig at den 
gamle kriger Ahmed Shah Mas- 
soud skal sla Taliban tilbake. I 
helgen kom det en positiv mel- 
ding; Massouds soldater skal ha 
drept 700 av Talibans frontsol- 
dater imder erobringen av byen 
Charikar, 64 kilometer nord for 
Kabul. 

Erobringen var apenbart et 
dramatisk tilbakesls^; for Tali- 
ban. Bfassoud hevder ogsa at 
ban har tatt den viktige flyba- 
sen Baghram, beliggende bare 
50 kilometer Ira Kabul. 
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Dramatisk tilbakeslag for Taliban 



500 drept: Den afghan- 
ske opposisjonen skal ha 
drept 500 Taliban-solda- 
ter under erobringen av 
en strategisk viktig by 
sondag. , ^. . 

Erobringen er et dramatisk tUba- 
keslag for Taliban-gruppen. 
En talsmann for den regieraide 
Taliban-militsen bekreftet at byen 
Charikar, om lag 64 ^^om^^er ha 
Kabul, ble erobret natt til sondag. 
Opposisjonen som er lojale mot 
Ahmad Shah Masood, hevder ogsa 
at de har tatt flybasen Bagram, som 
bare ligger 50 kilometer fra hoved- 
staden Kabul. 
- Charikar og Bagram er tatt, og 

Taliban har hatt store tap av men- 
neskeliv, sa Abdullah, som er tals- 
mann for opposisjonen. 

Abdullah hevdet ogsa at hele 
Ghorban-dalen er erobret i et 
angrep som ble utf ort av soldater 
fra Masoods og Hezb-e-Wahdats 
fraksjon. 



Mens kampene raste nord for 
Kabul ble en forstad i Kabul bom- 
bet av fire bombefly. Minst atte 
mennesker dode og 12 ble alvorlig 
saret. 

- De fleste dode var til stede pa 
en lunsj i et hus, sa ett ayenvitne. 
En talsmann for opposisjonen, 
' som ble jaget ut av Kabul da Tali- 
ban overtok makten i landet i Sep- 
tember i fjor, sa at de hadde stengt 
veiene ved Charikar for a hindre 
Taliban-soldatene i a flykte fra 
omradet med sine kjoretoy. 

MeUom 600 og 700 Taliban-sol- | 
dater skal ha blitt drept i kampene, 
ifolge opposisjonen. Like mange 
skal vaere tatt til f ange. 

Joumalister som forsokte a ta seg 
fram til omradet ble stanset avTali- 
ban-soldater. Sivile ble observert i 
traktorer pa flukt mot Kabul. Tali- 
ban har sendt forsterkninger til 
omradet naer flybasen Bagram. 

Charikar ble erobret av Taliban i 
januar. Men byen har siden vaert 
imder press fra opposisjonsstyrke- 
ne, etter at de erobret nabobyen 



Jabal os-Siraj. Charikar er viktig 
fordi byen er inngang til Ghor- 
band-dalen der Taliban kjemper 
mot soldater som tilherer Hezb-e- 
Wahdat. 

Taliban-gruppen har vaert under 
konstant press siden de erobret det 
meste av den nordlige delen av lan- 
det i mai. Soldatene i TaHban har 
padvist tapt terreng, men de kon- 
troUerer fremdeles to tredeler av 
landet. 

NTB-REUTER 

Kabul " ■ 




« 



Talibanema lider svara nederlag 



Oerfama bam 

• Mobilisering p^igiir i Afghani- 
stan och en hot sommar viintar 
det krigsforodda landct. 

Motgangariia lor talibanema 
rortsattcr (.^ ticn uxlrcmt isla- 
■ mistiska rorckcn fiircfaller en- 
ligl niilitiira bcdiiniare som "sva- 
garc iiii vid iiiigoii lidpunkl det 
senaste 

Svira nederlag iiorr om Kabul 
! under helgen liar skapat en kris- 
; kiinsia hos niiinga och oro for 
nya nMssibegn od\ bwmbningar 
; Iran ficndestyrkor som avancc- 
; rar bade fn'in viisl och ilorr. 

' "I'Vivilltija" uii^a 

Mcr iin 2().(KK) oerfama ungdo- 
111:11, en del li;ini luirn, har rekry- 
(ciiilssDiii "Irivilliga" vid kor'an- 
skolor och llyktingliiger i Pakis- 
tan och iransporterais nied last- 
bilar till Kabul och Ironllinjen i 
Bhagdis-provinscn i vantan p3 
clt nylt forsiik att inla Mazar-i- 
Sliarif, huvudslad i rebellstyrda 
"Norra Republiken". 

Frontlinjerna har flyttats fram 
och tillbaka flera ganger sedan 
; talibanema i Ijol hostas erovrade 
; Kabul och det ar alldeles for ti- 
' digt att tala om en "ny situation". 
I Men uppenbart ar att taliba- 
; nenia har niyckul svarl all fylla 
i luckoma eflcr katastrufen i Ma- 
xar i siutet m mitj di mer an 
2.(X)U av dcras soldatur massa- 
krerades och 3.600 tillfdngatogs. 

Nederlagen i helgen di forre 
forsvarsministern Ahmed Shah 
Massoud kunde erovra staden 
Charikar och flygbasen Bagh- 
ram har ytterligare tunnat ut le- 
den bland de krigare ur Duranni- 
klanen som alltid varit stommen 
i talibancrnas mililara styrkor. 

Sloni talibanfSrluster 

Rapporter frSn krigszonen 60 
km norr om Kabul uppskattar 
antaiet dodade talibaner till mer 
iin 1.0(K) under de senaste fern 
vcckorna. 

- Det har blivit till ett dodens 
fait for dem, sager pakistanske 
joumalisten Ahmed Rashid som 
just &terkommit fi&n fronten. 

Bkdsi sidor framhardar i sin 
strSvan att sSka en militSr Ids- 
ning och FN-medlaren Norbert 
Hon kan tvingas ge upp sina an- 
strangningar redan i nasta vecka. 

- Talibanema vagrar varje 



^Gh ungdoiBar rekiytems vid koranskolor och flyktinglager 




Ittvanare I Kabul l^tar etter dodade I ett bus som mseia^ I ea tlygattack av rebeHema I sondes. Attaeken dodade itta ocli skadade tolv 
persoaer. MKimammmuu* 



fornt av dioli@!g sS^ngfi motstSn- 
darsidan intc frigett sina krigs- 
fSngar, sa han i Islamabad 
mSndagen. 

Massouds framgingar de se- 
naste dygnen beror till stor del 
pi att talibanema ersatt llera av 
sina basta stridande forband 
med nyrekryterade tuigdomar 
som bara getts en elementar va- 
pentraning och av n^&i^a be- 
traktas nastan som "kanonmat". 

Antlka vapen 

- De har inte gravt ned sina 
tunga vapen och prickas latt ned 
av Massouds krigare som for- 



skansat sig i igfsvarsposition,s3-' 
ger Ahmed Rashid som ocksi 
beskriver vapnen som antika, 
overanvanda och svSra att t o m 
ladda. Bandspelare som tonar ut 
sSnger ur koranen ger inget 
skydd och m^nga Ur riidda... 

Talibanema ar trots allt for- 
trostansfulla. De anser att Mas- 
soud ar oformogen att avancera 
mot Kabul eftersom bans krigs- 
maskin ar sGrandad i Pansjirda- 
l?n dar flera strategiska broar 
harsprangts. 

Man ser heller inte hazaras 
shia-milis Hizbe Wadhat som 
nigot svSrare hot Sven bm de 



ry^ fram till Jfalrez bara 35 km 
vaster om Kabul efter ovantade 
militara framgingar. 

Fortfarande ardet den "Norra 
Republiken" som galler for tali- 
banema. De anser uppenbart att 
en iterfarening av landct, som 
tycktes vara ett faktum for sju 
veckor sedan, definitivt skall 
tvinga omvarlden att erkanna 
deras kontreverae&i re^^ 

Kinesislcmiur" 

Den militara offensiven koncen- 
treras till vastfronten dSr uzbe- 
,kiske rebellgeneralen Malik sdkt 
upprStta en, slags kinesisk. mur 



f^attsl& vakt om det territcMium 
som han s5 nyligen log Over efter 
att ha drivit den tidigare envaldi- 
ge Rashid Dostam i landsflykt. 

Fr^getecknen ar mdnga pS bi- 
da sidor. 

Samarbctet in- 
om rebellallians&n 
g^rpJ kryckoroch 
truppemas lojali- 
tet till Malik ar 



toviss. 
' Men Iran och 
flera av de central- 
asiatiska statema 
kommer en strid 
strdm av vapen. 




Laiimar Kabul 




Bistandsorgan evakuerar sin persc^nal 

att reducera personaleL frin och 
med pit onsdagen, sadp han. 



R0mmer Kabul 



• Utiandska bistandsorgan har 
uppmanats alt evakuera perso- 
nal Iran Al'ghanislans huvudslad 
Kabul. I^elta sade en talesman 
for en hjalporganisation pS tis- 
dagen. 

Endast nyckelpersoner bor 
stanna kvar i ett lage d& strider 
narmar sig Kabul, sade tales- 
mannen Ross Everson vid Ac- 
bar som koordinerar bistindsin- 
satser i Afghanistan. 

- Med tanke pi den r^dande 
siluationen ombeds icke rege- 
nngsanknutna organisationer 



Orsanisenir busskolonn 

Everson sade att Acbar ska or- 
ganisera en busskolonn for att 
fora ut dem som frivilligt vill ge 
sig av. 

I sondags gjorde anti-taliba-: 
nalliansen teifi bombattacker 
med flyg mot Kabul. Under tis- 
dagen rasade strider i Qarabagh 
omkring fem mil norr qm huvud- 
staden. 

TT-^,FP, (cxt 



Etter fem flyjingrep pa tre da- 
gger, eg kamper som raser i ut- 
kanten av byen, forbereder 
utenlsmdske hjelpearbeidere 
ev&kuerlngen fra Afghanistans 
hoviedstad Kabul. 

Tusenvis av landsbybeboere 
fra omradene nord for Kabul er 
tvunget pa flukt fra sine hjem, 
som folge av de harde kampene 
mellom Taliban og troppene til 
eks-forsvarsminister Abined 
Shah Massoud. Ue fleste hjelpe- 
organisasjoner vil sende perso- 
nalet til roligere omrader naer 
grensen til Pakistan i dag. 



Men den intemasjonale Rode 
Kors-komiteen (ICRC) har be- 
stemt seg for a bli i Kabul, som 
de gjorde da Taliban tok mak- 
ten. 
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Bombenedslag i Kabul 



- Vi er pa plass og kan 
fortsatt arbeide, selv 
om sikkerhetssituasjo- 
nen er noe vanskelig. 
Men det er ingen 
gruiin til panikk, sier 
Zackarias Backer, re- 
presentant for Rede 
Kors pa telef on fra Ka- 
bul. Nyhetsbyraene 
meldte i gar om harde 
kamper like nord for 
byen. 

■ ERIK R. SELMER 

For tiden er Backer eneste nord- 
mann i den urolige afghanske ho 
vedstaden. Idet vi snakker sam- 
men kan vi here skyting over satel- 
litt-telefonen. - Det er et jagerfly 
som kommer inn over byen. Jeg 
kan se reyken 




Zackarias Backer. 
(Foto: Rede Kors) 



fra bombened 
slaget 600 "me- 
ter unna, sier 
Backer. Han er 
sjef for Det in- 
ternasjonale 
forbundet av 
Rode Kors og 
Rode Halvma- 
ne i Kabul. For- 
bundet er akti- 
ve i hele Afghanistan, og arbeider 
pa begge sider av fern frontavsnitt. 

Men Backer forsikrer at Rode 
Kors bar truffet alle nodvendige til- 
tak. 

- Derte er sporadiske ting, sier 
han om flyangrepet fra de regje- 
ringsfiendtlige styrkene vi nettopp 
bar vasrt vime til. - Det er ikke det 
vi kaller krig. da. 

- .Men man ska I passe seg Og 
det gjor \± Har man tak over hodet, 
gar det som regel bra. 



SPORADiSK SKYTING 

Han kan fortelle om daglig, spora- 
disk skyting i Kabul nar det kom- 
mer fly inn over byen. Sist lordag 
ble et FN-fly nesten skutt ned. 
Rode Kors har innstilt alle sine fly 
pa Kabul pa grunn av faren. Byens 
utkanter kan n^s med raketter. 

Onsdag ble den norske syke- 
pleieren Marit Busengdal forflyttet 
fra byen Gazni til Jalalabad nasr 
grensen til Pakistan. Busengdal 
folte seg truet av Taliban-soldater. 
Siden april har hun arbeidet pa et 
sykehus i byen for Den intemasjo- 
nale Rode Kors-komiteen (ICRC). 
Backer har ogsa sendt ut folk som 
ikke har direkte engasjement i Ka- 
bul 

RYKTER OM OPPSTAND 

Lov og orden har allerede lenge pa 
langt naer brutt saininen i Kabul. — 
Folk er lose pa avtrekkeren og det 
skj^es i vaeret. Situasjonen er 
spent, og vi gar ikke ut etter mor- 
kets frambrudd, sier Backer. 

Han sier det er faerre folk i gatene 
enn for. Taliban-soldatene har satt 
opp mange nye kontnollposter, og 
det gar rykter om en vaepnet opp- 
stand mot Taliban-styreL 

Det var sist lordag det kom en ny 
vri pa situasjonen i Afghanistan. 
Da brot styrker under kommando 
av den tidligere forsvarsministe- 
ren Ahmed Shah Masood, ut fra 
Pansjir. En stor hasrbase nord for 
Kabul ble tatt fra den talibanske 
regjeringshaeren, og Pansjir-dalen 
ble apnet for en forsyningsrute 
belt fram til det tidligere Sovjeuini- 
onen. 

Siden da har «L0ven fra Pan- 
sjir», som .Masood kalles fra tiden 
med kamp mot sovjetstyrkene, 
konsolidert sin stilling. I gar kunne 
oyenvitner melde om blodige kam- 
per like nord for Kabul. Masoods 
st^Tker har rykket 40 kilometer 
njermere hovedstaden de siste 
seks dagene. og sto ifolge flyktnin- 
ger bare 30 kilometer nord for byen 



1 gar. Men meldingene er sparsom- 
me fra kampomrSdene, og Tali- 
ban-soldater har hindret journalis- 
ter 1 a ta seg nordover fra Kabul. 

FLYKTNINGER 

5.000 flyktninger blandet med opp- 
hissete unge Taliban-soldater 
stremmet ifolge Zackarias Backer 
inn i Kabul de siste dagene, og 
50.000 flyktninger skal ha flyktet 
ut av Kabul den andre veien, i ret- 
ning Jalalabad eller Gazni. 

Etter at de fundamentalistiske 
Tahban-styrkene mislyktes i i 

erobre en av Masoods viktigste ba- 
ser nord i landet i mai, har regie- 
nngsstyrkene lidd en rekke neder- 
iag og tapt mange menn og utstyr 
senest i en rekke mislykkete an- 
pep mot posisjoner nord for Ka- 
bul. 

Masood var forsvarsminister i 
regjenngen til president Burha- 

nuddin Rabbani, som ble styrtet av 
de islamske talibanene i September 
1 f)or. I nesten 13 ir brukte Masood 
baser i Pansjir-dalen, nar den na- 
varende frontlinjen, til angrep mot 
sovjetstyrkene og kommunistre- 
Senngen til Najibullah, som ble 
styrtet i 1992. 

Backer sier kampene de siste da- 
gene er den typiske afghanske mi- 

mlV^I^^- Styrkene forseker 
mer a shte hverandre ned enn a sat- 

n«ermeste 

dagene vil vise om dette ogsa den- 
det^lT" ^ "?"steret, eller om 

v!LV pa a ta ho- 

vedstaden, sier han. 



BERGENS TIDENDE > MANDAG 30. JUNi 1997 

Tusenvis av afghanere fiykter 

ALMA ATA: Minst 9000 afghanske flyktninger har den 
siste uken stremmet over grensen fra Nord- Afghanistan 
til Turkmenistan, opplyser offisielle turkmenske kilder. - 
Dette tallet stemmer, bekrefter Bob McKerrow fra Det 
intemasjonale Rode Kors. Ifolge McKerrow oppholder 
flyktningene seg na i tre leirer i orkenomradene langs 
grensen mellom de to land. Den tidligere sovjetrepublik- 
ken Turkmenistan har lenge vaert bekymret med tanke 
pa at kampene mellom den islamske Taliban-bevegelsen 
og dens motstandere inne i Afghanistan vil tvinge et 
storre antall sivile pa flukt. Men f orst na later det til at 
flyktninger i stort antall begynner a finne veien over 
grensen. 
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Krigslykken skifter, 
Taliban under press 



Opposisjonen strammer na 
grepet om Afghanistans 
hovedstad Kabul. After en 
gang har den tilsynela- 
tende endelcse krigen tatt 
en overraskcnde vending. 



Av Jon Barratt Nyseether 

VartLand jj^/r^w'^^ 



DA DEN ftindamenta- 
listiske Taliban-geril- 
jaen i mai erobret den 
viktige byen Mazar-i- 
Sharif i Nord-Afghanistan, trod- 
de mange at kampen om Afgha- 
nistan var avgiort. Taliban kon- 
troUerte pS dette tidspunkt ni ti- 
deler av landet, og det s2 ut som 
om Afghanistan for forete gang pa 
nesten 20 Jrville bli forent under 
ett regime. 

Skiftet side 

Men i landet hvor krigsherrene 
skifter side oftere enn andre skif- 
ter skjorte, skal en ikke ta noen 
ting for gitt. Etter sigende skal 
den usbekiske krigsherren Abdul 
Malik ha innsett at han gjorde en 
feil da han kort tid i forveien over- 
raskende gjorde felles sak med Ta- 
liban. Malik hadde med dette bi- 
dratt til at bans allierte Abdul 
Dostum mistet herredommet over 
Nord-Afghanistan. Malik skiftet 
igjen side, og sammen med shia- 
muslimske opprerere klarte han i 
drive laliban-geriljaen dlbake. 
Samtidig begynte den legenda- 
riske cadsjikiske krigsherren Ah- 
med Sh^ Masood en oHensiv fra 
sin base i Pansjir-dalen nord for 
Kabul, med det resultat at Tali- 
ban-geriljaen i Nord-Afghanistan 
ble avsklret fra hovedstaden. 

I de siste mSnedene har Taliban 
vsert under konstant press og mSt- 
tet gi opp kontrollen over store 
deler av landet. Na ser det ut som 
om det heller er Taliban som kan 
komme til i mStte strekke vipen. 

Stormaktenes spill 

I et land med tre svaert forskjel- 
lige folkegrupper i tillegg til en 
rekke mindre minoriteter, og med 
to varianter av islam, er det god 
grobunn for konflikter. Men like 
viktig er Afghanistans strategiske 
posisjon mellom stormakter som 
i lang tid har kjempet om hege- 
moniet i Sentral-Asia. 

Russland, Iran og Pakistan har 
alle klare interesser av iha makt- 
haveme i Elabul pi sin side. I dl- 




Afghanske Taliban-soldater hviler under trame mens de venter pi 
nye ordre, etter d ha tapt nok et slag nord for Kabul. - foto: ntb/arkiv 



legg har IJSA hatt sterke interes- 
ser i landed, enten det har vaert for 
3 begrense innflytelsen til russis- 
ke kommunister eller fundamen- 
talisdske muslimer. 

Sovjetisk liengemyr 

Etter noen urolige 5r med kupp, 
borgerkrig og skiftende regenter, 
ble A%hanistan invadert av Sov- 
jetunionen i 1979. Det var her 
landets modeme' tragedie for al- 
vor begynte. I tepet av ri Srs ge- 
ril|akrig mistet en million men- 
nesker mistet livet, og fern milli- 
oner mStte flykte til Pakistan. For 
Sovjetunionen utviklet okkupa- 
sjonen seg ril i bli en hengemyr, 
og da landet begynte dlbaketrek- 
ningen i 1988 var det nok en og 
annen general som pustet lettet uL 

Men om de muslimske gerilja- 
bevegelserie ridligere hadde sdtt 
samlet om a drive ut russeme, be- 
gynte de nS a slSss mot hverandre. 
Etter at det sovjetstcttede Naji- 
bullahregimet fait i 1992, kom 
ogsS konflikten mellom de ulike 
folkegruppene klarere fram. Plut- 
selig var det minoritetsfolkene 
tadsjikere og usbekere som styite 
i Kabul, hyor majoritetsgruppen 
padianeme ddligere hadde hatt 
hegemoniet. 



I dag, til tross for skiftende alli- 
anser og geriljabevegelser som har 
kommet og gItt, felger krigen 
stort sett de samme etniske linje- 
ne, med en ikke tive^ndiggrad av 
storpolitikk involvert. Det shia- 
muslimske presteskapet i Iran har 
vjert utvetydig i sin fordemmelse 
av den sunnimuslimske laliban- 
geriljaen, som derimothar hatt en 
stilltiende men sterk stotte fra Pa- 
kistan. Russland har stettet opp 
om den tadsjikiske krigsherren 
Masood, i redsel for at Talibans 
fundamentalisdske revolusjon 
skulle spre seg over grensen til de 
tidligere sovjetrepublikkene. 
Gjennom sitt tradi^onelle venn- 
skap med Pakistan og sitt onske 
om S demme opp for Iran, har 
USA havnet i den nsrmest ab^' 
surde situasjon i ha sammen£al- 
lende interesser med det fiinda- 
mentalistiske Taliban. 



Aktorene i krigen: 
Usbekerne 

Fram til han ble styrtet av Taliban 
for to maneder siden, var Abdullah 
Dostum den ubestridte leder av det 
man naermest mh kunne kalle et 
usbekisk «smSkonged0mme» 1 
Nord-Afighanistan. Den tidligere 




soyjet-generaien Dostum ledet her 
et etter muslimsk malestokk svaert 
sS iiberalt samfunn, i sterk kon- 
trast til det ultraortodokse Tallban- 
reglmet. 

Etter at Dostum mStte flykte fra 
landet, ser Abdul Malik nd ut til d 
vaere den sterke mann i denne re- 
gionen. 

Ahmed Masood 

Den legendariske tadsjikiske krigs- 
herren Ahmed Shah Masood, kjent 
som «l0ven av Pahsjir», var selve 
stjemen blant geriljalederne under • 
den soyjetiske okkupasjonen. Sel>/ 
ikke supermakten Soyjet klarte 
noen gang h fS kontroll over Ma- 
soods barndoms dal Ransjir. Tali- 
ban har siden forsekra erobre da- 
len med like lite hell som russer- 
ne, og ser det ut til at Masood 
kan vaere pS vei tilbake til Kabul, 
hvor han varforsvarsmlnister i Rab- 
banis regjeringf0r Taliban overtok 
makten. 

Taliban 

«Studenthaeren» Taliban kom som 
lyn fra klar himmel inn pa Afgha- 
nistans krigsarena i 1995. og har 
siden tflrevet seg kontrollen over 
st0rsteparten av landet inkludert 
hovedstaden Kabul. ser iikevel 
organisasjonen ut til S vaere pa vi- 
kende front. Det sunni-muslimske 
Taliban har utmerket seg med en 
ekstrennt ortodoks islamsk laere 
som bir gennomf0rt med hard 
hSnd dergeriljaen vinnerfram. Spe- 
sielt har kvinner fStt f0le Talibans 
regime pS kroppen. 



Hjelpearbeidere 
forlater Kabul 

KABUL: 45 vestlige hjelpeart)eidere 
forlot i gSr den afghanske hoved- 
staden Kabul, som pS ny stSr i ^re 
for d bli kr^kueplass. 

Hjelpearbeiderne s0kte tilflukt 
over grensen i Pakistan. Kirkens 
N0dhjelp har stengt kontoret fo- 
rel0pig for en uke og sikret hus og 
utstyr. (NTfrAFP-AP) 
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Talibans 
motstan- 
dere stir 
nibare 
fimil 
nordfor 
Kabul. 




Ydmykende 
tilbakeslag 
for Taliban 



Lykken har snudd seg 
for Taliban-be vegelsen, 
som bar lidd f lere 
alvorlige nederlag. 



New Delhi 

Tre m^eder etter at Tali- 
ban-bevegelsen var nip- 
pet til k kuiine innf0re sitt 
militante islamske regime 
over hele Afghanistan, har 
dens militaere st3n:ker mit- 
tet t^e store tap og trekke 
seg tilbake til en front like 
nord for hovedstaden Ka- 
bul. Frontlinjen mellom Ta- 
liban og styrkene til den mer 
moderate muslimske lede- 
ren Ahmad Shah Massoud 
er pd det naermeste bare et 
parmilfrabyen. 

Selv om Taliban fortsatt 
kontrollerer minst to tredje- 
deler av landet. innebaerer 
den nye frontlinjen et yd- 
mykende tilbakeslag i for- 
hold til situasjonen s4 sent 
som i mai. Da nidde Tali- 
ban-styrkene over 400 kilo- 
meter nord for Kabul og inn 
i byen Mazar-i-Sharif. 

er Taliban tilbake der 
hvor de var for ni mineder 
siden, da de erobret Kabul 
og begynte k innf0re det 
som mange mener er ver- 



dens mest undertrykkende 
islamske styresett, og da 
saerlig n^ det gjelder re- 
striksjoner for kvinner. 

Demoralisert 

I stedet for ^ triimifere 
over hele Afghanistan, slik 
landsbyprestene som leder 
bevegelsen gjentatte ganger 
forsikret at man ville, virker 
de militante muslimene ni 
demoralisert, stadig mindre 
populsere og sirbare for mi- 
litsere og politiske tilbake- 
slag. 

I dag fortoner Talibans 
innmarsj i vir i Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif, byen som er nokkelen til 
ni nordHge provinser under 
kontroU av opposisjonelle 
muslimske styrker, seg som 
en stor strategisk tabbe. Lo- 
kale grupper, som f0rst hils- 
te Taliban velkommen, 
vendte seg mot dem etter 
bare noen dager. Flere tali- . 
banske ledere ble arrestert, 
hundrevis av deres soldater 
ble drept og minst 3000 ble 
tatt til fange. Inntrykket av 
uovervlnnelighet forsvant. 

I 0yeblikket er det imid- 
lertid helt uvisst om Mas- 
soud, som leder alliansen av 
opposisjonelle styrker i 
nord, er sterk nok til §l gjen- 
erobre Kabul eller om han 

vil vise tilbakeholdenhet for 
ikke i risikere i lide samme 
skjebne som Taliban gjorde i 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 

Drepte ledere 

Taiibanske ledere i Kabul 
holder nk en lav profil og vil 
ikke snakke med vestlige 
medier. ' 



^ n0yer seg mea a 
J?l meidinger om at de 
vil slk tilbake. Men det er et 
apent sp0rsmil om de har 
evne tn k gj0re det, ikke 
mmst fordi mange av deres 
nye soldater er ungdommer | 
helt ned i 12-irs alderen. Un- 
der kamper er mange av de 
beste talibanske militsere le- ' 

' deme blitt drept eller siret, 
mens andre igjen skal ha for- 
latt fronten med kurs for 
flyktningeleirer i Pakistan. 

Mange afghanere mener 
at den fastliste situasjonen 
kan f0re til at landet deles 
opp i etnisk baserte omrk- 
der. Til tross for motb0r ut- 
gj0r talibaneme, fortsatt 
den mektigste grupperin- 
gen i landet med sin kontroU 
over minst 20 provinser. De 
fleste av de ni andre pro- 
vinsene er delt mellom for- 
skjellige ledere som hver 
stir i spissen for mindre et- 
niske grupper. 

Som en f0lge av dette et- 
niske mangfoldet kan det gi 

mot fortsatt mange blodige 
ir i en lang krig. Den startet 
med et kommunistisk kupp 
i Kabul i 1978, fortsatte med 
ti irs soyjetisk militasr okku- 
pasjon for si i gi over i itte 
irmed borgerkrig. 

Selv om Afghanistans be- 
folkning pi mellom 15 og 20 
millioner mennesker lengter 
etter fred, finner mange 
tr0st i tanken pi at Taliban 
viste seg ikke i vsere i stand 
til i underlegge seg hele lan- 
det. Slant de relativt fi vest- 
lige borgere i Kabul, er det 
delte meninger om hva Tali- 
ban vil g30re. 

Derimot er det enighet 
om at Taliban, dersom be- 
vegelsen 0nsker i beholde 
makten i Kabul, blir n0dt til 
i moderere eller til og med 
oppheve dekreter som for- 
byr kvinner i arbeide, som 
nekter unge jenter skole- 
gang og som pi andre miter 
tvinger kvinnene tilbake tn 
en undertrykket tllvaerelse i 
hj emmet. 

Kvinnene 

Selv om Taliban har inn- 
r0mmet i ha blitt pif0rt mi- 
litaere tap, er det forel0pig 
ingenting som tyder pi at 
ledelsen er i ferd med i om- 
vurdere sine dekreter og 
miten den hersker pi. Ei 

heller er det noe som tyder 
pi at Taliban 0nsker i inngi 
noe kompromiss med Mas- 
soud og andre anti-taliban- 
ske grupper. Tvert om har 
Taliban de siste dagene 
kommet med nye restrik- 
sj oner for kvinnene. 

Ett dekret i forrige uke 
pib0d kvinnene i «spasere 
rolig og ikke la sine skritt 
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NarfoHipp 

med Talib 



Statssekretaer Jan Egelaiid 
setter hardt mot hardt nSr 
han meter topplederne i 
den afghanske Taliban-be- 
vegeisen \ midten av au- 
gust. - Jeg kommer til d 
gjere det klart at stotte ^\ 
gjenoppbygging er belt aV- 
hengig av at Taliban gjor 
noe med produksjonen av 
narkotika. ■ 

Av JAN-ERIK SMILDEN 

Kvinneimdertrykking, manglende res- 
pekt for menneskerettigheter, og unnfal- 
lenhet overfor den enorme narkotikapro- 
duksjonen i landet stkc dagsordenen 
nSr Jan Egeland kommer til landet soita 
FN-utsending. 

3500 tonn Opium 

I manedsskiftet september/oktober skal 
^sp 1 FN-regi lede et stort giverlandsmote 
"pijtj^lfehanistan i New York. 

;:Kiiban hevdet i vinter at de ville trappe 
neff-opiumsdyrkingen i de Taliban-kont- 
rollerte omridene i landet. Det bar ikke 
holdt stikk. Tvert om ser det ut til & bli et 
kroner for de 200 000 afehanske bondene - 
^om^kor seg p5 i dyrke opium, 
^^or pfoduserte Afghanistan 2300 tonn 
tpiun. I St blir det totale kvantum mel- 
lom 2500 og 3500 tonn. Det er omtrent 
fialyparten av hele verdens produk^on. 

Nitti present dyrkes i Talibans provinsei; 
der opiumsbondene betaler ti present 
skatt tn Taliban. Ifulge Taliban vil skattefi 
opphore s5 fort det blir fred. i 

Egeland skal farst til Pakistan, for han 
etter planen reiser til Kabul. Altemativet 
er i reise tU Kandahar lenger S0r, der Tali- 





INNKREVER: TaliSan-bevegelsen stirbak det mestesom produ^res avi 

ban har fun miutsr kontrou. De norske bi- laikotika i Afghanistan. 

stan^organisasjonene er slitne etter den 
siste tidas kamper utenfor Kabul. 

Vanskefkf arbeld 

-Det er en frustrende situasjon. Det er 
vanskelig & drive langsiktig arbeid for ti- 
da, si«r Oddvia Forbord, den norske Af- 
gbanistaa-lEoaiiteeiis stedlige represen- 
tant i Peshaw«r i FS^tan. 



Afghanistan-komiteen har de siste dage- 
ne evakuert tjue av sine lokalt ansatte fra 
Kabul og Ghazni. 

- Vi har stanset et jordmorkurs, og fSr ik- 
ke lenger drive arbeid i omrSder der ha- 
zara-minoriteten bor, sier Forbord. 

Taliban stengte kontoret med begrun- 
nelsen at det var to etasjer heyt, og at 
man kunne risikere i se ned pd kvinner 
fra 2. etasje. 



Taliban gar i opplBsning 
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Den a^hanske tlil%an- 
bevegeisen er pd ran- 
den av sammenbrudd. 
Opposisjonsstyrkene 
stir bare 13 kilometer 
nord for Kabul. 

Av JAN-ERIK SMILDEN ~ 

Taliban har for forste gang 
mangel pS soldater, og en 
rekke afghanere har mistet 
troen pS at de kan styre lan- 
det. I ■ ren desperasjon 
tvangsrekrutterer Taliban 
nS bam belt ned till2-13 ir. 
- Taliban har v^d en rek- 



ke aniedninger g&tt inn pi 
skolene og tatt med seg un- 
ge gutter som de har sendt 
til fronten. 

Problemet er at disse ikke 
har noen militaer opplaering, 
sier en Afghanistan-kjenner. 

Hundrevis av mermesker 
har i flere dager vasrt pi 
flukt fra kampomridene 
nord for Kabul. Den legen- 
dariske geriljalederen Ah- 
med Shah Masoud, Kjent 
som «l0ven fra Panshir», har 
gitt Taliban et ultimatum. 
Enten oppgir de skjeggete 
religiose fanatikeme Kabul 
og gir med pi i plassere en 



noytral militaer styrke i by- 
ep, ellers blir de kastet ut 
med makt. Forelopig har Ta- 
liban nektet i boye s6g. 

Trolig er Masoud lite in- 
teressert i i ta Kabul med 
makt. Han har nemlig rela- 
tivt liten st0tte i byen han 
var med pi i styre og sam- 
tidig bombe i filler mellom 
1992 og 1996. 

Talibans problem er at 
heller ikke de har noe makt- 
grunnlag i Kabul. De siste 
dagene har en rekke solda- 
ter som sluttet seg til dem da 
de var i frammarsj, dieser- 
tert. Mye tyder pi at Pakis- 



tans stotte til Taliban ogsi er 
blitt mindre den siste tida. 
Talibanene sjol beskylder 
bide India, Iran og Usbekis- 
tan for i blande seg inn i 
konflikten pi opposisjonens 
side, beskyldninger som 
langt fra er grepet ut av lose 
lufta. 

For et par dager siden ble 
et angripende russiskbygd 
MIG 29 jagerfly observert 
over Kabul. Slike fly har 
aldri det afghanske flyvip- 
net hatt, og spekulasjonene 
gir ut pi at det kan ha 
kommet fra n^Ktlandet Us- 
bekistan. 
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Myk var statssekretaer Jan Egeland i Afghar^t^ ba 
her gj0r han seg her refleksjoner om hva det norske^ 
valget kunne bety f or var hjelp til S gjenoppbygge tandet. 




Foto: JAN EGEUND 
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1 krigens Afghanistan bar 
en generasjon norske 
skattebetaiere og private 
givere reddet mange tu- 
sen menneskeliv. I Kabul 
har leg sett hvordan 
norskfinanslerte mineiyd- 
dere siteisr at stadlg faenre 
barn fhr armer og bein 
sprengt bort. Siden Sov- 
jetunionens brutale inva- 
sion 1 1 979 har Norge vaert 
blant dem som mest ef- 
fektivt har stStt for h^nd- 
fast solidaritet med at fat- 
tig folk \ kryssilden mel- 
iom lokale krigsherr^r 
stottet av kyniske interna- 
sjonale krefter. 

Denne intemasjonaie so]li<iari- 
teten var nesten alle stolte av 
her i landet den gang da vi had- 
k^n* de mindre 

DEBATT hus, biler, hyt- 
ter, aksjer og 
sydenturer og 
brukte mind- 
re penger p5 
trygdet, pen- 
sjoner og nel- 
sevesen. Men 
i 1997 kan den 
kraftigste nye 
politiske vind 
bli egOis- 
mens: La oss 
gi blaffen i at 
vi aldxi har 
bnikt mer pS 
OSS seiv. la oss 
^ bort den ene prosenten vi 
tidiigere brukte pS verdens- 
samfunnets fattigste og brxiite 
ogsi den oss selv. Cari I. Ha- 
gen scorer tydeligvis poeng pfi 
^ angripe v5x hjelp til fiyktnin- 
ger ute og hjemme. 




statssekretaer 




Sett ^^ra Kabul tkr 
ijxemskrmspartiets framgang 
en heJt spesiell valor: bolgen av 
antisolidaritet kommer ikke i 
et land med okende arbeidslos- 
het og reduserte sosiale pro- 
gramn^er. Vi nordmenn bar 
aldri brukt mer pa oss selv ver- 
ken offentlig eller privat. 

Hva ■'/il et gjennomslag for xiy- 
egoismen i Norge innebaire for 
Afghanistans fattige? For det 
forste vil en aktiv kraft for fred 
og menneskerettigheter for- 
svinne. Helt siden norsk u- 
^elp ble initiert i 1954 (mens 
Finnmark ble gjenoppbygd og 
Nor^ selv fortsatt mottok 
Marshall-hjelp) har vi gradvis 
f^tt en internasjonal innflytel- 
se ^som langt overg^ landets 
folketailo, for a sitere FNs vise- 
generalsekretaar Yasushi Akas- 
hi. 

Nir vi leder det neste motet i 
den intemasjonaie giverlands- 
gruppen for Afghanistan, vil vi 
foresia en rekke tiltak for 4 true 
og lokke partene til 5 stanse 
krigshandlingene og respekte- 
re^ menneskerettigheter og 
kvinners 3?ett til skotegang. 

UseMsk 

Demest ville «oss selv nok-lin- 
jen- innebKre at de land og 
krefter som ensker fortsatt 
kng, xindertrykkelse og kvin- 
nedislciimnerinig bUr enda 
mer dominerende i Aj^hani- 
stan. 

Etter i ha kj^rt mer erni 600 
kilometer i det krigsrammede 
landet, ble vi sterkt grepet av 
skjebnen til de htmdretusener 
av kvinner og barn som g&r fira 
vondt til verre fordi det brukes 
sa mye st^rre ressurser p4 & ri- 
ve ned erni p& § bygge opp 
Samtidig blir vi stolte over k se 
hvordan uredde og useivisfce 



norske hjelpearbeidere redder 
liy og langsomt bygger forso- 
ning og fred. Midt i ruinene sto 
ogsa aighanske mineryddere 
fram og uttrykte h^p «om at 
Oslo-konferansen i septea^ber 
kan skape et intemasjonalt for- 
bud mot miner som dreper 
bam og andre sivile^. 

En reduksjon i norsk bistand 
ville umiddelbart m,edfore at 
minerydding stanser, flyktnin- 
ger ikke f§r hjelp til i reise 
hjem og prosjekter som stotter 
jenter og kvinner i og mot et 
fundamentalistisk regimej 
skrinlegges. 

Krav til Talfbanen 

Det ville vsere totalt uansvariig 
dersom et av verdens rikeste 
folk skulle vends seg innover 
og redusere bistanden til afgha- 
nere, afrikanere eHer Palestine- 
re samtidig som behovene ute 
bare 0ker. Norsk bistand har 
aldri v»rt s^ effektiv og s& 
fredsrettet som nL Den har ald- 
ri vffirt gjenstand for sd sterk 
kvalitetskontroU som nL Vi har 
aldri fStt s5 ofte gjennomslag 
for vfire holdninger overfor 
land og folk s<mi m^er men- 
neskerettighetene. Dermed 
fremmer vi fred og sikkerhet 
ikke bare for s^bare mermes- 
ker i frontiinjene, men ogsa for 
oss selv. 

Til og med Tkliban-stvret i 
Kabul er sSTbart for norsk 
press vegne av det intema- 
i^jonale giversajnfiinn. Vi vil 
oremerke hjelpen til 4 starte 
jenteskoler, gi kvinner rett til 
arbeid og til okt respekt for 
menneskerettighetene. Samti- 
dig vil vi synge ut mot de kref- 
ter som vil fortsette krigen og 
undertrj'kkeisen, Hadde vi re- 
dusert vSr bistand, ville vi ikk© 
hatt innflytelse. Den som er see 
selv nok, er fattiff. ' 
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Skolestart i Kabul: Miner 
stir pa timeplanen til bama 
i den af ghanske hovedstaden 
Kabul. Bama far laere hvor- 
dan de skal passe seg for 
landminene som ligger 
strodd rundt i det krigsher- 
iede landet. 

Laeremidlene er enkle, men effektive: 
Fk veggene i klasserommet henger bil- 
der av et mineoffer med splinter stik- 



timeplanen 



kende ut av kroppen.Ved siden av er det 
klistret opp et fotografi av en ung gutt 
som har mistet begge beina i en land- 
mineek^plosjon. 

Mineundervisningen drives i regi av 
Aschiana, en sveitsisk gruppe som har 
spesialisert seg pi 4 gi afghanske bam 
opplysninger om minene og hvor f arli- 
ge de er. Sveitseme vet at baima igjen 
og igjen mk bli innprentet hvor livsfar- 
lige minene er, for at de skal ha en sjan- 
se til k komme seg tcygt gjennom hver- 
dagen. 




DE LEVER AV SKRAP de kan selge, 
mange av Kabuls 28.000 gatebam. Men 
nskrapeU kan vise seg ^ veere livsfarlige 
sprengladninger. De heldigste av dem 
fir oppla&ring i i lage papirblomster og 
annen smipynt, som de kan selge i ste- 
det 



28.000 gatebarn 

Men det er ikke bare et sporsm&l om k 
se seg for og passe pi, som det heter i 
den uskyldige, norske bamevisen. For 
afghanske bam er minene nemlig ikke 
bare en livsfarlig trussel - de er en 
mulig kilde til inntekt i en hverdag pre- 
get av fattigdom og ned. 

Fk Iritiden leter bama etter metaU, 
som kan selges til skraphandlere og 
dermed bidra til familiens f elles kasse. 
Men <iet som ser ut til i vasre uf arlige 
splinter, kan vise seg k vasre en mine 
eller en ueksplodert granat. Og selv 
S0ppel som papir eller trebiter kan 
skjule en livsfarlig spren^adning. 

Noen av bama har ikke engang eh 



f amilie k gi hjem til, men mk overleve 
pk egen hind og pi det de greier & fin- 
ne og selge. Flcre tiir med iuig har ede- 
lagt tallese afghanske familier, si vel 
som landets ekonomi. FN har beregnet 
at det fins noe slikt som 28.000 gate- 
bam som er henvist til k forseke i greie 
seg pi denne miten i Kabul. 

Ogsa jenter far laere ' 

Den islamske taliban-militsen, som sit- 
ter ved regjeringsmakten i Kabul, har 
innsett at minefaren er et akutt pro- 
blem for byens bam. Derfor har de 
gjort et imntak fra kjonnsskillet som 
ellers praktiseres strengt i landets sko- 
ler, og latt jenter og gutter fi dele klas- 
serom mens de mottar undervisning om 
landminene og hvordan man kan unn- 
gi dem. 

Fern ir gamle Najira, en av Aschia- 
na-elevene i Kabul, stir opp kl. 05 bver 
morgen for i samle avfallspapir f er hun 
gir pi skolen. Pi skolen far hun to mil- 
tider og et bad hver dag. Nir skoleda- 
gen er slutt, mi him ut for k sanke papir 
eller annet salgbart seppel igjen. Men 
hun har i hvert fall Isert at noe av det 
him finner, kan vaere livsfarlig. 

NTB-AP : 

Kabul 



Dansk press 



A^ansk opposition trder Kabul l^w 



20 udenlandske n0dhjaelpsarbejdere 
forlod onsdag Afganistans hovedstad, 
da de styrker, som bekaemper de fim- 
damentalistiske Taliban-styrker haev- 
dede, at de befandt sig kun 40 kilome- 
ter nord for Kabul. En talsmand for an- 
ti-Taliban styrkeme oplyste til APP, at 
troppeme st0tter den staerke mand i 
den tidligere regering, Ahmed Shah 
Masood, og var niet frem til landsbyen 
Hossein Kot, hvor de satte TaUban- 
styrkeme imder staerkt pres. »Efler at 
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have afsk^et Taliban-styrkeme mod 
nord var det muligt for os at rykke ind 
i Hossein Kot. Vi er rietop niet frem til 
fortet og basaren,« sagde talsmanden 
Abdullah via sateUittelefon. 

De pist^ede fremrykninger kunne 
ikke umiddelbart bekraeftes. JoumaH- 
ster fik pi andet d0gn ikke lov til at 
komme igennem Taliban-styrkemes 
vejspaerringer. lagttagere siger, at Tali- 
ban-militsen stir over for en af dens 
st0rste udfordringer ved at skulle hol- 



de grebet om hovedstaden, som taHba- 
neme erobrede for knap et ar siden. 

20 udenlandske n0dhjaepsarbejdere 
forlod i gir Kabul. »Det er kun en del- 
vis personalereduktion og ikke en eva- 
kuering,« xmderstregede Ross Everson, 
der er chef for en paraplyorganisation 
for n0dhjaelp. Men n0dhjaelpskilder si- 
ger, at tilbagetraekningen, som ikke 
omfattede folk fra FN og R0de Kors, 
ville bUve udvidet det 0jeblik oppositio- 
nens pistande bliver bekraeftet. 



Af ghanistans Taliban-milits under pres 5/g - < 



Den islamiske Taliban-miHts i Afgha- 
nistan har mistet terraen i borgerkri- 
gen mod oppositionsstyrkeme og er 
traengt si meget tilbage pa flere fron- 
ter, at iagttagere siger, at den radikale 
milits star samme sted som for 10 
mineder siden, hvor den fik kontrol 
over hovedstaden Kabul. 

Indtrykket af en stadig mere demo- 
raliseret TaHban-miHts styrkes af, at 
mihtsens ledere holder en meget lav 
profil trods en lang raekke nederlag til 



den moderate muslimske leder Ahmad 
Shah Massouds styrker. } 

Massoud er en af Afghan istans mest 
legendariske feltherrer, og i sin kamp 
mod Taliban har han adskillige gauge 
staet over for store drenge ofte kun 12 
ir, som Taliban har sei&t direkte fra 
reHgi0se skoler ud til frciiten. 

Der er dog tvivl om, hvorvidt Mas- 
souds styrker vil vaereS stand til at 
genindtage Kabul. De fl|ste iagttagere 
venter nu en lang stillingskrig, hvor de 



to sider forbefeder sig pa et st0rre slag 
om iCabul. 

Imens fors0ger TaHban at handhaeve 
sine strenge reHgi0se love i de to tredje- 
del af landet, som mihtsen har imder 
kontrol. Kvinder ma kun forlade hjem- 
met totalt indhyllede i sl0r og ledsaget 
af deres br0dre eller maend. B0m mi ik- 
ke flyve med med drager. TV-apparater 
bliver smadret. Fra tid til anden sender 
Taliban patruljer ud for at straffe ind-. 
byggere, der har klippet deres skaeg. 



Hardekamp 

■ Der blev i weekenden udkaempet 
harde kampe ved frontlinjeme nord for 
den afg-hanske hovedstad Kabul. 
Kampene, der startede l0rdag og fort- 
satte sondag, omfattede artilleri og ra- 
ket-dueller. 

»Kampene i aftes vsu* de hirdeste i 
den seneste mined, sagde en mand pi 
flugt fra sin landsby, der Hgger taet ved 
frontlinjen omkring 25 1^ nord for Ka- 
bul. 

Den unge mand, der var bundet til 



J naer Kabul ''■^i^''^'"^' 

en k0restol og blev skubbet frem langs 
vejen til Kabul af sine yngre br0dre, 
sagde, at det »havde regnet med raket- 
ter« i landsbyen Shakar Dara. 

Den Afghanske Islamiske Presse, 
der er et privat nyhedsbureau i Pakis- 
tan, sagde, at TaHban-miHtsen angreb 
styrker, der er loyale over for den tidli- 
gere forsvarsminister Ahmad Shah 
Masood. 

Der var ingen oplysninger om udfal- 
det af kampene, der kommer efter en 



laengere stillingskrig i omridet. TaH- 
ban har i de seneste mineder tabt ter- 
raen til Masoods st3rrker. 

Masood, der er veteran fra den 
naesten 20 ir lange borgerkrig i Afghar 
nistan, indledte for tre uger siden en 
offensiv mod TaHban ved at rykke frem 
mod Kabul. 

TaHban indtog Kabul i September 
sidste ir og kontroUerer to tredjedele 
af Afghanistan, hvor de har indf0rt 
strenge islamiske love. ; 
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At the front line with the Taliban's chief foe 



BYS.VRAH Horner !: . , villages, blew up diirJdng-water lines 

i^ESPEJtATE AFGHANS | and poisonsd wdls bv thi-owine dead smi- 
°f surrouiiding , | mals into them. A ibreign-aid worker ac- 
ll'ofSh^K^l'l-^^^^^ ■ r^lv Pasfettm Tafiban fighters . uu.u xau suimowers m a austy compound, 

w^Tfr^m K.^ i^^^^^^^^^ of' ethmccleansiiir in the Shomali Valley, Taliban prisoners squinted in the blaang 

2? \lT..^! be.:cged capital of Kabid. where a krgely Tajik population has^ long i sun recently as Massoud's forces displayed 
22 kilometers south, where the Tahban ., supported Massoud. a fellow Tajik ^^Acts I di^ to foreign cameramen. Majiy of the 



b^'s peaceful ^thdr^ fro^r . Kabul. 
^How(^ by a ^enetral dettrOitaqrizaition. of 
the ei«y; have gotten nowhere. Zamir Kabu- 
iov, a Russian adxiser to the United Na- 
tions, said recently that he thought it "highly 
unlikely" that the proud TaiS)^ would 
agree to pull out, despite recent setbacks 
and Mhng morale. Massoud is recruiting to 
his side'Pashtuns disaffected by the Taliban. 
He holds hundreds of Taliban prisoners in 
the deep gorges of the Panjslir Valley, a 
stron^old he has held since his days fight- 
ing the Soviet occupation in the 1980s. Be- 
hind tall sunflowers in a dusty compound, 



guerrillas have.imposed the strictest Islam 
ic regime of modern times. The refugees 
sneak through Tahban lines, fistne^png 
with stories of growing food shortages, ! 
widespread arrests. The>' say 
the Taliban ai-e determined to 
build an i\%hanistan for hard- 
line Islamic fundamentalists, 
and are shooting at those who 
fiee. One old man, Khaak Bis- 
mellah, weeps as he recounts 
how the Taliban forced him to 
carrs' water to its soldiers at the 
front "^'hat they are doing is 
not Islam." he cries. 

When the Taliban took Kabul 
a year ago, they claimed to be 
"Angeis of God," and many 
people believed them. They had 
brought pejice to at least parts 
of a nation that had been at war 
for 20 years. But as the Taliban 
extended their grip over the country, they 
began to scare people ■w'ith their angiy 
vision of Islam, Women were forced out 
of jobs and behind the veil; a recent edict 
bans women from making noise vj-hile 
walking. lest the click of their heels inflame 
male passions. A few sinners and oppo- 
nents were even hanged or stoned to d^th. 
Now popular support has shifted to the 
legendarv- guerrilla commander .-Mraied 
Shah Massoud, who has led the toppled 
government's forces in a counterofiien- 
sive. Massoud's troops have fought their 
way to Sher Khan, within artillerj'' range of 
Kabul, and last w-eek were vowing to un- 
do what the Angels of God have done. 
"People hate the Taliban," Massoud told 
Newsweek. "Once our government re- 
turns to Kabul we will restore rights for 
women 100 percent." I 

The people of the nearby Shomrui Valley 
celebrated wildly when Massoud's forces 
came storming, out of the north last mcMis&. 
The Taliban had driven out most of the val- 
ley's popuMon. about 120.000 people in 
all, and they are now returning to a scene of 
devastation. As the TaHban retreated, they 
destroyed irrigation channels, mined <^vil- 



like this make it easy for my forces to ad- 
vance" once the time comes, savs Massoud- 



prisoners glared or hid their faces in humili- 
ation.. But Ibrahim, IT, stepped forward and 




Coonteroffensive; Massoud \iith son Ahmed. Taliban prisoners 



That may be soon. U.N. att^pts to bro- | said that if he were released, he would quit 
ker a peace deal that would include theTali' I the Taliban and go back to school in his 

home village of Ghazni, south- 
west of Kabul. Massoud's men 
released him the nKd; week. , 

During lulls in the fighdng, 
Massoud goes back to the home 
he inherited from his father, 
an army colonel. The house, in 
a valley about 90 kilometers 
north of KabuL looks down on 
the rushing Panjshir river and 
the mountains beyond. It is 
an oasis of norrnal life for 
Massoud, who trained as an 
engineer in Kabul before rising 
to head the rebel army that 
eventually drove the Soviet oc- 
cupiers from his homeland. 
Small waterfalls gush down to 
the lush green fields below the house, 
where Massoud plays with one of his five 
children. His eldest son; Ahmed, 9, tells 
Massoud that a girl had beaten him out for 
the best grades in his class. That's a prize no 
young woman couIddWm in Taliban teiri- 
toiy. u'here gii-ls are no longer allowed to 
go to school. 

Massoud's rout of the Soviets made him 
a national hero. Will his next act be sav- 
ing .-Afghanistan from the Taliban? The 
news oat of Kabul grows increasingly 
bleak. The Taliban have decreed ^t 
women will neither work outside the 
home nor receive international relie£ 
which must be channeled through men. 
That makes survival a bitter puzzle for 
tens of thousands of ■w^ widows, many of 
whom &ce the coming winter alone, with- 
out food or fiiel or work. Massoud will 
have to decide whether to attack sobn. 
since heavy snows arrive as early as No- 
vember, once the snow has fidlen> serious 
ground offensives are all but xmp<wsible. 
In the past. September has been a lucky 
month for the Taliban, a season of great 
victories and few casualties. But this tkoe, 
September could bring a bloody siege. ■ 



^^^^ 
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Afghanistan 



The volley from 
the valley 



KABUL 



THE Taliban have spent July learning a 
painful lesson: how fragile victory can 
be in the tangled mountains and valleys of 
Afghanistan. Not long ago, the young war- 
riors of this most fanatical of Islamic reviv- 
alist movements seemed on the brink of an 
astonishing success. Having swept through 
most of southern and westem A^ianistan 
and captured the capital, Kabul, they ap- 
parently faced no more than a few remain- 
ing pockets of resistance, chiefly in the 
north and north-east of the country. Now 
the tables have been turned, and they will 
have to see whether revivalist ardor can 
halt the counter-attack mounted by their 
opponents with the help, many people 
think, of Russia and perhaps Iran too. 

The Taliban's chief bane is Ahmad Shah 
Masoud, the stubborn Tajik chieftain who 
held out for so long against the old Soviet- 
backed regime in his fastness in the Panj- 
shir valley (see map overleaf). Now Mr 
Masoud's men have emerged from the 
Panjshir and advanced to within 20 
kilometres (12 miles) of Kabul. 
In the process they have seized 
the town of Charikar and the 
nearby Bagram air base. Kabul 
is within range of Mr Ma- 
soud's rockets, as its inhabit- 
ants have been discovering ev- 
ery other day. The Taliban 
have sent reinforcements to 
the front line north of the cap- 
ital, but they are plainly 
stretched: many of their men 
have been killed and 
wounded in this year's 
fighting. 

At bottom, the Taliban's 
mistake was to break the old 
rule of good generalship, and 
try to fight on too many fronts 
at the same time. Their first 
and most damaging error was 
to be lured into Mazar-i-Sha- 
rif, in the north of the countiy, 
by the Uzbek commander 
there, Abdul Malik. 



Soon after they arrived. General Malik's 
men turned on tfiem, inflicting probably 
the heaviest casualties the Taliban have yet 
suffered; many of the Taliban's best officers 
were killed in Mazar-i-Sharif Some experi- 
enced units that were trapped half-way be- 
tween Kabul and Mazar-i-Sharifhave made 
their escape but, instead of returning to the 
capital, have become entangled in a series 
of skirmishes in the country to the east of 
Mazar-i-Shari£ Other Taliban troops have 
been involved in inconclusive fighting in 
Faryab province, in the north-west of the 
country. Yet others are engaged with Shia 
Muslim guerrillas of the Hezb-i-Wahdat 
group 30 kilometres south-west of Kabul. 

All this has left the defence of Kabul's 
northern approaches in inexperienced 
hands. Many of the Taliban's soldiers on 
this front are ill-trained teenagers drafted 
prematurely firom Koranic schools in Paki- 
stan. Indeed, Mr Masoud's men might al- 
ready be in Kabul were it not for their com- 
mander's native caution. He probably 
suspects that the capital is too big a place 
for his people to defend, accustomed as 
they are to fighting in the countryside. He 
may fear that his new allies. General Malik 
and the Shia leader, Karim Khalili, will 
prove unreliable if and when they join him 
in Kabul. And, having himself contributed 
to the havoc in the city, he knows it would 
not take much more to render Kabul virtu- 
ally uninhabitable. 

He is therefore likely to prefer the tactics 
of encirclement One part of the encircling 
operation would be to help the Shias of 
Hezb-i-Wahdat to close the western ap- 
proaches to Kabul. Even more effective 
would be a move to cut the road that leads 
eastward out of Kabul to Jalalabad and Pa- 
kistan. That could force the Taliban to with- 
draw southwards, back towards the coun- 



AS I A around Kandahar, the heartland of the 
Pashtun people, fi-oiSlrwhich so many of 
them come. To achieve this, Mr Masoud 
will have to \nn the support of the local 
chieftains to the east of Kabul. That may not 



be impossible; there are already re- i 
"yCifts that some eastern Pashtun | 
tribesmen are no longer prepared to ; 
stand shoulder to shoulder with | 
their Kandahari kinsmen. | 
Still, almost 20 years of fighting I 
have demonstrated that nothing is | 
certain in Afghanistan. The Taliban , 
have dug themselves into the hills ; 
above Bagram. The movement's 
leaders are said to have emerged 
from a crisis meeting at their head- 
quarters in Kandahar looking rela- 
tively cheerful. It has helped thatithe 
foreign minister, Mullah Moham- 
med Ghous, recently got back safely 
from Mazar-i-Sharif, where he had 
been shehered by Pashtun villagers. 
At a checkpoint on the road to Bag- 
ram, a young soldier apologises that for- 
eigners are not allowed farther north. But 
he promises he will soon take you to the air 
base him.self. Stranger things have hap- 
pened in thi-^ hndsm^ 
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Taliban Inc. 

^ 

By Ahmed Rashid in Kabul 

Qari Abdul Rashid is a commander 
of the Taliban, the Islamic zealots 
holding Kabul and fighting for control 
of northern Afghanistan. But behind the 
heavy beard and fierce looks of the 
Afghan warrior there lurks ... a busi- 
nessman. 

Abdul Rashid runs the state- 
owned — now Taliban-owned — ^marble 
mines in southern Afghanistan's 
Helmand province. The mine has no 
engineers, no equipment and no elec- 
tricity, histead, it has dynamite and 500 
men with picks. So, Hke any ambitious 
businessman, Abdul Rashid is looking 
for investors. 

"We sent samples to 
China and they are very 
interested," he says. 
"We want a Chinese 
investor to build a 
factory to mine, cut and 
polish the marble." 

It will take a fairly 
optimistic, not to say 
cock-eyed, investor to 
overlook civil war, 
ethnic mayhem and 
economic devastation. 
None of that, however, 
discourages the deter- 
mined Taliban: It is 
sending a delegation to 
China, Japan, Indonesia 



and Malaysia to drum up foreign 
investment and win recognition for the 
TaUban government. 

"We have enormous mineral, oil and 
gas resources which should interest 
i foreign investors," says Mines and 
j Industries Minister Maulvi Ahmed Jan, 
1 whose previously ran a carpet business 
') in Saudi Arabia. 

The Taliban's investment incentives 
are tantalizingly direct. "We will give 
land to anyone who wants to build a 
new factory," says Jan. Interested 
parties shoidd also consider the disin- 
centives: They'll have to build their 
own roads, supply their own electricity 
and construct their own housing. 

The fact is, there is no real economy 
in the country, only real fighting. On 
one side are the Taliban (which control 

22 of the country's 32 provinces) and 
on the other the Northern AlHance that 
is laying siege to Kabul. For both, 
revenue comes from opium — refined 
into heroin in Pakistan and Central 
Asia, then smuggled to Europe—and 
from customs duties levied on goods 
smuggled between Pakistan, Iran and 
Central Asia across Afghanistan. 

And don't expect much direction 
from Kabul. The Finance Ministry can 
barely put together a budget— and not 
just because funds are scarce. The min- 
istry has no qualified economists: The 
minister and his deputy are mullahs 
with a madrassa (Koranic school) 
education. The ministry's own budget 



for the fiscal year that 
began in February: 
$100,000. 

As for the work 
force, don't get your 
hopes up. Afghanistan's 
literacy rate is one of 
the world's lowest, and 
most of its trained man- 
power fled long ago. 
Women are banned 
from working or going 
to school under the 
Taliban's fundamental- 
ist Islamic code. 

Happily, that code 
doesn't ban investment 
from the infidels. In fact, 
the militia's appetite for 
foreign investment has been whetted 
by competition between two oil com- 
panies, Argentina's Bridas and Amer- 
ica's Unocal, to build a gas pipeline 
across Afghanistan from Turkmenistan 
to Pakistan. The Taliban insist the lucky 
winner must also build roads, electricity 
grids and telephone networks, provide 
free gas to cities and drill for oil and 
gas. Sounds hke a longshot, but then 
there's plenty of faith among the Tali- 
ban, whose negotiating team includes 
nine mullahs and one engineer. 

Faith or no faith, foreign oil com- 
panies may have some reservations 
about terms. "They're asking for the 
moon, and we have told them so," says 
an oil-company executive involved in 
the negotiations. "We are not in the 
business of running a country." ■ 



Scourge of God 



Strict Islamic rules imposed in Afghanistan by the ruling Taliban 
are plunging that strife-torn coimtry deeper into ruin. 

Islamic law. "We lost 2 miUion people in 
the war against the Soviets because we 

Maulvi Qalamuddin is the most had no sharia," says Qalamuddin. "We 
feared man in Kabul. He heads fought for sharia and now this is the 
the Deoartment for the Promo- organization that will implement it." 



By Ahmed Rashid in Kabul 



aulvi Qalamuddin is the most 
feared man in Kabul. He heads 
the Department for the Promo- 
tion of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. 
Qalamuddin prefers to call it the Depart- 
ment of Religious Observances, but in the 
streets, people just call the department's 
thousands of young bearded zealots the 
rehgious poHce. 

A huge but soft-spoken Pashtun tribes- 
man with enormous feet and hands, black 
eyes and a bushy black beard that rests 
on his desk while he talks, Qalamuddin 
makes no apology for the way his depart- 
ment has chosen to interpret sharia, or 



Since the Taliban occupation of Kabul 
in September 1996, Qalamuddin has 
overseen the imposition of Islamic stric- 
tures that have altered life beyond recog- 
nition in this once easy-going city. The 
harshness of the Taliban's interpretation 
of Koranic laws — and particularly those 
severely limiting the freedom of women — 
has drawn widespread condemnation from 
international human-rights groups. 

It is becoming increasingly clear, how- 
ever, that the new rules governing life in 



Taliban-controlled Afghanistan are having 
a grave impact far beyond individual 
human rights. With international aid agen- 
cies finding it increasingly difficult to 
operate under the regulations, for exam- 
ple, humanitarian aid for Afghanistan has 
been reduced to a trickle and could cease 
altogether. And the ban on women teach- 
ers has brought education to a virtual 
standstill, threatening to create a "lost 
generation" of uneducated children. 

Such concerns haven't made the sHght- 
est difference to Qalamuddin. In a new 
proclamation issued in late July, he tight- 
ened regulations governing women. Make- 
up and high heels are banned and women 
are enjoined not to make noise with their 



4 



shoes when they walk. "Stylish dress and 
decoration of women in hospitals is for- 
bidden. Women are duty-bound to behave 
with dignity, to walk calmly and refrain 
from hitting their shoes on the ground, 
which makes noises," demands the edict. 

Afghan women's access to international 
aid has also been slashed. The new regu- 
lations formalize previous restrictions 
denying women the right to work, par- 
ticularly for international aid agencies. 
"Women are not allowed to work in any 
field except the medical sector," says the 
edict, which was sent to all Western aid 
agencies operating in Kabul. "Women 
working in the medical sector should not 
sit in the seat next to the driver. No 
Afghan woman has the right to be trans- 
ported in the same car as foreigners." 

The decree has sent a wave of despair 
through the aid agencies. 
"These new laws will Umit 
the access of Kabul's tens 
of thousands of destitute 
women to our aid projects, 
such as bakeries providing 
bread at subsidized prices," 
says the head of a Western 
non-governmental aid 
organization. 

"~ Qalamuddin acknowl- 
edges that his department 
has thousands of informers 
in the army, government 
ministries and hospitals 
who monitor foreigners 
and Western aid agencies. 
Many are teenagers just out 
of madrassas — Islamic 
schools — in Pakistan. "Our 
staff all have experience in 
religious issues," says 
Qalamuddin. "But we are 
an independent organiza- 
tion and we don't take 
advice from the Justice 
Ministry or the Supreme Court as to what 
we should implement." 

■ When the Taliban first entered Kabul, 
public beatings were common. That, at 
least, is slowly changing. "We advise our 
staff not to beat people on the streets. 
Beatings have happened in the past but 
they are not from our department," 
Qalamuddin insists. "We only advise 
people how to behave according to the 
sharia. For example if a person is about to 
reverse his car into another car, then we 
just warn you not to reverse." 

That advice can be driven home force- 
fully, though. Young men working for the 
religious police patrol the streets with long 
sticks, forcing people into mosques at 
prayer time, ensuring that women are fully 
veiled and that men have not been trim- 
ming their beards. 



Pronouncements from the religious 
police, broadcast regularly on Radio 
Shariat (formerly Radio Kabul), now cover 
every aspect of social behaviour. A recent 
programme concerned public attendance 
at sports events. "All onlookers, while 
encouraging the sportsmen, are asked to 
chant Allah-o-Akbar [God is Great] and 
refrain from clapping. In case the game 
coincides with prayer time, the game 
should be interrupted. Both , the players 
and spectators should offer prayers in con- 
gregation," Radio Shariat blared recently. 

Although the Muslim world boasts wide 
variations in the interpretation of the 
sharia, in Afghanistan questioning the 
Taliban is tantamount to questioning the 
authority of the Koran. "The constitution 
is pe sharia so we don't need a constitu- 
tion. People love Islam and that is why 




they all support the Taliban," the Taliban's 
Attorney General Maulvi Jalilullah 
Maulvizada told the Review. Even strong 
criticism from neighbouring fundamental- 
ist Iran and gentle persuasion from Saudi 
Arabia to change their attitude towards 
women has had no effect. "It's giving Islam 
a bad name," is a common refrain from 
Muslim countries' diplomats. 
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'he official line of United Nations aid 
agencies is that they will only fund 
humanitarian projects "in which men 
and women equally participate and ben- 
efit." That is becoming a mandate to which 
it i^ virtually impossible to adhere. "The 
UN is on a slippery slope," notes another 
head of a Western NGO. "The UN thinks 
by making small compromises it can sat- 
isfy the international community and sat- 



isfy the Taliban. In fact, it is doing nei- 
ther." 

For example, even though girls' schools 
have been closed, education for boys has 
also virtually stopped: Most of the teach- 
ers were women, who are now forbidden 
to work. "My boys play games all day in 
the street because the teachers are not at 
school," says a KabuU taxi driver. "There 
will be a whole generation growing up 
without any education." Thoiis^<is of edu- 
cated families have already fled the city 
for refugee camps in Iran and Pakistan. 

"We will be blamed by our people if 
we don't educate women. We will provide 
education for women eventually, but for 
now we have serious problems," 
Qalamuddin says. He hints that it's not the 
women's fault; men's inability to control 
their sexual desires means the genders must 
not come into contact with 
each other. "There are se- 
curity problems. There are 
no provisions for separate 
transport, separate school 
buildings and facilities to 
educate women for the 
moment. And within us, we 
have those men who can- 
not behave properly with 
women." 

The Taliban's attitude to 
women has become a major 
obstacle for those few gov- 
ernments like Scandinavia's 
that wish to continue fund- 
ing aid projects. Halfway 
through the year, the 1997 
United Nations' appeal for 
aid to Afghanistan stands 
at just one quarter of its 
$133 milUon target. 

The TaUban leadership 
stress that their observance 
of sharia is the only true 
interpretation of Islam. 
Other Taliban admit, however, that many 
of the stricter rules are a part of their own 
Afghan heritage and Pashtunwali, or 
Pashtun tribal law. Most of the Taliban 
are Pashtun, a tribal group from southern 
Afghanistan. The country's south was 
inaccessible and virtually undeveloped 
even before the Soviet invasion in 1979, 
and was notorious for having the lowest 
female-Uteracy rates in the world. 

Although every Muslim coimtry has its 
own adoption of sharia laws, the region's 
Muslim states are reluctant to criticize the 
Taliban's measures. This makes the UN's 
task even more difficult. "They see us as 
Westerners trying to tell them how to live 
their lives and they are naturally suspi- 
cious," says a UN official. "If the Muslim 
world were to weigh in with some guid- 
ance, it would help a lot." ■ 
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Taliban disallow ICRC meeting 



with prisoners 



ByMIANZAHID . ti,_ ton^ ^ 

PESHAWAR - The Taliban ■ b«t to hSPh ,1f '^r.?^^^ ^'P' 
ODvwnment in Kabul has refused SSfe,!^-!!. . *f »he 
to alkw Inietnauonal Commitlee - .iStStJ? *° Hi® ^ ">« "at- 
of Red Crass (ICRC) to meSso™ : ^ ^«f, "'t have hit notth: 
hlBh-anklng leadets of opposition -Si^^^f^f" ^ ^ «• 
who have blen taken as K«S 'SdSft ^ 
during the last-nionth war m f ^^^CRC> 
not Omn Afghanistan L . . ^ « o'ssemlnatlon de- 

• IK northern coaUUon also not ?i <"> P'<""°«- 

permitted ICRC to have ac^ S "v It"^ humanitarian 

the piomlnent persons aiiested by SI- JSH?", P^'"":"- 
them during the war tally with local radio stations 

■ According to a biest report on 

the Afghan situation, released by S^iJJlSl *'epuon has also 

the ICRC. many prisoners were gl'"^'*R??„5.*"^ T"?"*^ 

taken by all paiOes as a result of . ^ BioadcasUng 

furious flghttag In Afghani S & educational radio 

" . " ™«"»w<i«iui pom New Hm»e. New Life 

■;-The"iepo» said that a number '^X^^^^^t^^^!!^^ 
■of detataMS had been wounded '^nlS^^^,'!? ^f^^- 
fn.Xho batUe and many of them SJff A^^h^'r.!*^* 
,v«e living In miserable plight. SSed^S' ,S,^."„n^'^ 
-r. The ICRC set up a dtepensaiy Sf^T„i!S 
•& the prison In Mazar-1-Shaiif JCTC oreS X^h« 
and. with the agreement of the S ^,11'*",^'''; 
:authotmes. evacuated serious S.d1^iZ^^^^ J*"?' 
- cases to the military hospital In ^ '"^'^ cwrespondents 
th« lown. where they were opei* 



ated OD by an ICRC Afghan sui 
geon.* 

The ICRC, in ccxjperaiion with 
the * Federation, suppoits the 
ARCS' efforts to maintain unity 
among the 30 Red descent 
branches by providing cash, kind 
and the tiaining of personnel 

. The Afghan Red Crescent Is in- 
volved in almost all ICRC activi- 
ties. Relief distributions are car- 

' lied out in coopetatloa with ARCS 
$taff and volunteers and some 
branches in conflict areas have 
thetr own stocks of relief supplies 
to hand out to vulnerable groups. 
The National Society is also active 
in restoring family links, drafting 

- the lists of amputees in need of 
'ICRC assistance, evacuating the 
woimded and promoting intetna- 
tional htimanitarian law. 
■* - Tluough various income-gener- 
ating ptojects - such as a car 
workshop in Kabul operated as a 
pco)ect delegation wiUi the British 
-Red Cross, a poultry farm in 

=:l^kx]an and the rehablUtation of 

^properties in a number of towns 
the ICRC has been helping the 

^ Afghan Red Ciescent to achieve 
greater self-suffideEcv. 



acaediied in Kabul. 



The deierioiation in the mili- 
tary situation In the Kundut/PuM- 
Khunut/Mazar-l-Shari{ area forced 
the ICRC temporarily to limit its 
operations in the region, as haz- 
ardous security conditions pre- 
vented its delegates from moving 
about freely However, operations 
have now resumed and priority 
has been given to burying the 
dead, caring for the wounded, 
visiting people arrested and sup- 
porting the hospitals in the re- 
gion. 

Once again, the political and 
military situation in Afghanistan 
is highly volatile and unpre- 
dictable. But one thing is certain: 
the war-weary Afghans need hu- 
manitarian assistance more than 
ever. To provide them with the 
support necessary for them to 
continue their dally struggle for 
survival, the ICRC will adapt 
quickly to any future develop- 
ments. 

According to report released to 
The Ftohtier Post in Us initial 



In the lirst few months of ihe icRC mnnS ^^^'^ 
year the Taliban continued their S cS^^^l assist some 

advance northwards and captm«^ l^jlf^f^fj^^^^^ J? »!^^ 

posiUons held by the forces of the feS^ v m Jhlc^^.T'^^u'^^^^^" 
former govemmeni. such as at t^^^^^^ 

Char ikar and Baghram ^inori ^^^htmg at the beginning of the 

FighUng was fierce beTwIen the H ^^^^^^ "Jf^n^s of civilians 
Isteimic students and the fof^ of ^^^i^ ^® ^^^^ 

Ahmad Shah MalsoiS T^«»?^ifi Providing relief assistance to 

S pa^attiem^^^^^ approximately 10.000 displaced 

orovincB clachM hptw^Jt, « I Afghanistan is coordinat- 

of Ismael Khan and gS i«iEii^',ho^ l^'^^^f^'L^ '?l!!J 
Dostum forced sevetai thousind ""^^^ "^^^^^^ 

""'Ka^^ljea^at"^^^^^ * ' Some 5.000 families seeking 

were thrsc Jna o?V?i.^^"'^^" '^^"^ ^^'n ^« -^^hes near Qala 

&^aJiS River have poured into the to^ of 
^la^^?tll ■ ^ western Afghanistan, 

in recent weeks, the siiuauon Families from these areas had 

in the north has changed with be- been living in the most precarious 

wildering speed, the Taliban con- conditions, with only the barest 

quering wlthm a few days all the essemials and no shelter 
iwrllor yjormeiiy conirniisd by Tho ICRC In Kabul s'^t up a 



General Dostum's Jumbesh party ■- 
A few davs later the Taliban bsi carnp to the west of the town to 
these areas at great cost in terms receive the displaced Meeina the 
of human life. During all these 'ighiing in Badohis province At 
events, the ICRC s delegation in . ^nd oC May the Maslarkh 
Afghanistan kepi in dcse contact ■ camp was fully equipped and 
with all parties to the conflict. ' could accommodate more than 

5.000 families Presently the dele- 
gates assist some 3.763 families 
in this region. Tents (originally 
donated by the German Red Cross 
for operations in the former 
Yugoslavia), waio, tanks and jer- 
r yeans were tiansponed to Herat 
by air and toad 



Taliban claim 
capture of 
Badghis province 

KABUL (AFP) - The Taliban 
rnihtia. who control most of 
Afghanistan, have pushed ethnic 
Uzbek opposiUon out of the west- 
ern province of Badghis. they an- 
nounced Tliursday. 

The mujehadeen of the Islamic 
army captured Ghormach district 
and aie advancing on Faryab ' de- 
clared the staie-run Radio Shaiiat 
The militant Muslims started 
the attack on Wednesday morning 
from fronUines at Bala Morghab 
and marched north to Ghormach 
a small town dose to the border of 
Faryab province. 

- Hadio Shaxiat reported 75 ene- 
my fighters were captured and a 
Juiher 21 dead bodies were left on. 
the batilefieW. 

No independent confinnation of 
the Taliban victory was available 

A spokesman for the northern 
opposition alliance contacted by 
telephone said he 'had no informa- 
tion about the alleged fall of 
Badghis. 

The highground of the Tirbandi 
Turkistan mountain range - 
which overlooks Faryab's capital 
Maimana - was also reported to 
be now in the hands of the 
Taliban. Anti-Taliban forces in 
western Afghanistan are under the 
cornmand of Uzbek General Abdul 
Malik. 

Tlie loss of Badghis will be a 
serious blow to \he morale of the 
opposition alliance, which still 
rac^ a military threat from a 
Taliban-supported tocal uprising 
m Kunduz and Baghlan provinces 

Leading opposition commander 
Ahmad Shah Masood has not yet 
launched en offensive against turn- 
coat subordinates in Kunduz who 
are backed by rovmg elements of a 
Taliban expeditionary force still 
free in the horih 



UN drive to 
reduce poppy 
cultivation in 
Afghanistan 

ISLAMABAD {PPD * — The 
United Nations has launched a 
programme of I 60 million in 
Kandahar and Nangarhar 
prcvinoes of Afghanistan to reduce 
poppy cultivation and promote 
aop substitutk>n project. 

"We are working with Taliban 
government to make Afghanistan 
a drug-free country", sakl a United 
Nations drug control Programme 
(UNDCP) while addressing a press 
conference on the eve of the 
launching of worU drug report. 

He said that the programme in 
Kandahar and Nangarhar had been 
launched early this month, adding 
that the UNDCP had also em- 
i;^oywl forty stafJers. 

He said the UN was cooperat- 
ing with Taliban because they 
control 95 per cent of the areas 
where the pc^py is cultivaied. 
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Afghans toy with 



of landmine 



ISLAMABAD: War-tom AfghanisUn 
is one of the three topmost land- 
mines infested countries* of the 
world where the 60 per cent of the 

victims are not the armed soldiers ^ .^..uuvu i.. inc mea loi 

but the innocent children, toying . livelihood, in war-shattered coun 



the roadside only to drift away from 
the world, loo quickly to even re- 
place their smiJc with cry. 

**Some children are ii\]ured by 
mines while collecting firewood or 
scrap metal or while herding sheep, 
activities common in the area for 



with death. 

Ten million landmines remaiji 
scattered across Afghanistan today, 
that is nearly one mine for each 
Afghan," says Sarrah Wairine, Chil- 
dren and War Program Coordinator 
for Save the Children; USA. in 
Afghanistan. 

In an exclusWe interview. Sarrah 
said the Kabul is the Vorld's most 
heavily-mined capital city* accord- 
ing to an estimate. "Almost half of 
the mined areas in Kabul lie in resi- 
dential districts and as many as ten 
million landmines wait silently un- 
derneath soil for the unfortunate 
victims mostly mnoceni children.' 

She said every day the Afghan 
children die of their curiosity and 
are ii\iured as they try to play with 
items, looking hice toys and un- 
known items such as mines and Un- 
exploded Ordnance (UXOs). Some 
of these carefree cluldren are blon-n 
into smithereens as Uiey stray omo 



try*, she told. 

To a question about the ratio of 
victims from children effected by 
mines. Sarrah told that an estimated 
Uie ratio lies between 30 per cent to 
the maximum of 50 per cent In 
Kabul alone. 

U was under these gruesome cir- 
cumstances, she said, thai Save the 
Children began its landmine Educa- 
tion Project in April 1996 with the 
primary purpose to reduce the nun\- 
ber of ii^ured and dead, among res- 
idents of the capital Kabul, particu- 
larly children in landmines 
explosion. 

Explaining about her organiza- 
tion Sarrah said there were six main 
components of the Landmine Edu- 
cation Project (LEP) which include 
Facilitator Sessions, safe Play- 
grounds, FbUow-up SessionsTeach- 
ers' Training, Landmine Education 
Resource Team. Adult/ Refugee Pro- 
grams and Evaluation. 



The 40 facilitators, half of them 
are themselves survivors of land- 
mine explosions, visit classes in 
pairs and lead a t?ro-hour education 
session. During the sessions, chil- 
dren participate In slide program, 
mmc identification activities, per- 
sonal accounts of mine victims and 
a variety of games designed to rein- 
force basic messages and test chil- 
dren s knowledge and dedsion-mak- 
ingskiUs. 

She said that Save the cWWren 
had idenUfied 12 areas to be con- 
verted into playgrounds in Kabul. 
The first play ground was con- 
structed in May 1996 and immedi- 
ately drew the attention of hundreds 
of children. Playgrounds allow save 
the children facilitators to reach 
children, especially out of schools. 

Save^he children trained 400 
teachers in Kabul to conduct 12 fol- 
low-up LEP session for 250 chfldi^n 
and these trained teachers are now 
doing their duUes well 

Save the Children also ruf« pro- 
grams for the adults and returning 
refugees and offer landmine educa- 
tion In displacement camps in Jalal- 
abad and at refugee en-cashment 
points in QueiLa and Haripur, Pak- 
istan. 



Opposition defeats 
pro-Taliban fighters 



8 The Frontier Post Thur.«taMu.y3 ,3,7 

UN renews commitment 
to assist Afghanistan 



KABUL (AFP) - A pccket of 
pro-Taliban figliters in 
Afyhanisian s Kunduz province 
which threatened neighix)uring 
Takliar province has been deaned- 
up by opposition forces, a 
spokesman told AFP Tlvjusday. 

"T/Ve have pushed Gliulam out of 
his base and now the border of 
Takhar is secure. Cur counter-at- 
tack is underway." anli-Taliban al- 
liarxre spokesman Atxlullah (eds: 
one name) said by satellite tele- 
phone. 

The Takhar provirxnai capital 
Taloqan was seriously threatened 
in a Taliban offensive Tuesday, 
when Kunduz commander Ghulam 
switched sides to allow the 
Muslim militants lo pass iluough 
his territory. 

A victory in Takha; would have 
been a major Taliban success, as 
Takxjan is Uie headquarters of ex 
president and opposition leader 
Burhanuddin Rabbai^i. who was 
ousted from Kabul by the Islamic 
movement in Septeml>}r 1996. 

Independent northern sources 
have confirmed opposition state- 
ments that Taloqan was success- 
fully defended in Tuesdays 
Taliban attack and remains firmly 
in liie control of pro-Rabbani 
forces. 

Abdullah said tlie frontline be- 
tween the Taliban and Rabbani's 
opposition fighters. led by com- 
mander Ahrnad Shah Masood. 
was on the mail) road some%vhere 
between Khanabad and Kunduz 
city 



From ZAMIR HAIDEH 
ISLAMABAD Inioinotionnl 
donors get increasingly frustrated 
over the different Afghan factions' 
refusal to agree on a peaceful so- 
lution to the two-decade-old con- 
flict. 

Despite unflagging efforts by 
the VKs special mission to 
Afghanistan, none of the parties is 
prepared to set aside their 
weapons and sit down for mean- 
ingful ceasefire negotiations. 

'We have a moral obligation to 
help these people, these victims 
of a war that is not of their mak- 
ing, subjects of regimes that they 
are powerless to influence. 

If we do not. we will be impos- 
sible for adding to what is already 
a humanitarian disaster/ said 
Alfredo Wiischi-Cestari. UN 
Coordinator for Afghanistan, at a 
day-long meeting of representa- 
tives of UN agencies, non govern- 
mental organisations. the 
International Commiiiee of the 
Red Cross, and the donor commu- 
nity, whicli reviewed the status of 
humanitarian assistance to the 
war-torn country. 

The United Nations Wednesday 
highlighted the plight of the peo- 
ple of Afghanistan and renewed 
its commitment to assist them. 



slates a UN Press release, •fhe 
level o( 3uff€fing cxp«hi,.vcJ by 
the Afghan people is literally lior- 
rendous.' said Wiischi Cesiaii 

•The challerige we face now Is 
not only to raise more funds for 
Afghanistan, but to ensure that 
we spend money in the most ef- 
fective way possible.' said 
Cestari. "For this reason, we are 
Iboking at new approaches to as- 
sisting the Afghan people.* he 
added 

Many donors are also reluctiJnl 
to provide funds to n country 
where they percei-.-c human rights 
to be abused on a ma|or scale. 
Throughout most of Afghanistan, 
girls and women are dented ac- 
cess to education and employ- 
ment in any field outside the 
health sectors. Men are punished 
if they cut their beards: women if 
they do not wear the all envelop 
ing burqo when they venture out 
of their homes. 

In addition, a dcvnstated econ- 
omy is fostering Afghanb5iaifs de- 
pendence on the cultivation and 
sale of opium, last year the coun- 
try provided AO per cent of the 
world's total opium output. 

Despite the fact that due to 
poor conditions in all sectors in 
Afghanistan, the UlA aixl its part- 



ners in the aid community are fac- 
II ly un^ftcvcdcmtfd funding proD-- 
lems. half way through the year 
the 1997 Consolidated Appeal for 
Assistance to Afghanistari stands 
fit iusi one quarter of its total tar- 
get of S 133 million. 

•As the years go by. funds 
tiickle in slower and slower." said 
Cestari. 'Halfway through last 
year's appeal, we had raised 29 
per cent of the target. By tJie end 
of the year, we had raised about 
half the money we had asked for ' 
he adde<1 

However, the UN remains con- 
vifK-ed that it has a duty to help. 

The new approaches to assist- 
ing Lhe Afghan people include a S 
35 million community develop- 
ment initiative, funded from the 
Unite<l Nations Development 
F^oyramnie (UNDP), to be carried 
out by a range of UN organisa- 
tions in close cooperation with 
NCOs. in five pilot areas of 
Afghanistan 

aim Is to help communities gel 
back on their feet by assisting 
them lo come up with ways lo 
combat poverty, provide food, re- 
habilitate social and economic in- 
frasiiuctures. reduce environmen- 
tal devastation, and rebuild effec- 
tive gx3ver nance system. 





RahimuUah Yusufzai analyses 
th£ foreign policy of a man ' ' 
whose name evokes mixed re- 
■^spouses in Pakistan and 
'Afghanisati, tvoo neiglibours 

ir.hoso dosiinioo ivoiv 3}ia.p^d ly 

thefallxmls of his shorisiglued 

General Ziaul Haq's name evokes con- 
flicting responses In Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, lb most PaJdstanis, he 
Tras a inililaiy dictator who exploitnl 
Tsrious situations to prolong his illegal ndc 
B« most Afghans corsi<ter him a saviour who 
hdped them in their tSme of need; many even 
named their wns aftK^ him. 

TJrertjr years alter 2Ia captared power tn a 
coup d'etat against Zuifikar Ml Bhutto's 
■ democratic government, Pakistan is yet to 
become a stable democracy and Afghanistan 
, still Weeds. The polarisation Sa introduced in 
Pakistan's body-politic has i>e<n institution- 
. allscd, pafving the way for confrontaaona] poli- 
tics and obstructing a meaningful dialogue 
among political adversaries. In neighbouring i 

• Afghanistan, the 'jehad' against an Invading 
superpower and its coromunist kieology has 
given way to an etidless power struggle. 
Fuelled ty out^de intc.'fewce, the dvi) war 
rapng in that landlocked country has already 
poisoned Piakistan's relations with Iran and 
other countries and threaiens the stability of 

' the OTtire region. 

'■' Zia was a master in exploiting situations for 
his own benefit, prob3bi>- due to his instinct 

• for survfval after having executed an elected 
prjne mimstet The Erst lime he did so was on 
July 5, 1977 when ]ie lock ovTr power with the 
plea th.At Bhutto and his political opponents 
had &iied to resokie their ifTerences and the 
counL"/ could not aflonl theix ongoing con- 
fhxlatjoa instead of acting as a honest refer- 
ee, he refused to hold elections in the 
promised 90 days and wm on to make a c»« 
for h&nself an the man best suited to guide ihe 
COunOTt antt-PPP and antl-Dhutlo 
«l«n«nts to his side, he sunoved his first few 
ytars in pOwier, until opportunities presented 
themsrfvw In form of the Saur revolution 
in Afghanistan and Moscow's dedskjn to send 
Red .\nny troops to save Kabul's i-nunbiing 
communist regime. The so-caHed Prw World 



(T 

KABUL {AFP) — More than 70 Taliban fighlets 
died in two weekend offensives lauuched by the 
miliua noiih of Kabul, but there were no major tetfi- 
tonal gains, tbe Alghan opposiUorj claimed Sunday. 

Tn this morning's dawn attack we look 15 prison- 
ers and captiued one tank fntact." arjti-Taliban op- 
position spokesman Abdullah told AFP by satellite 
telephone. 

In Sunday s attack in Kapisa province, launched 
uom frontlinw north oi Bagiam aitbase at Sayad 
Bridge, an additional tank was destroyed and 20 
Taliban were killed. Abdullah claimed 



led 'oy the United Slates, anxious lo cut the 
USSR down to size, seized Its chance and 
souglu Zia's cooperation to iJgjit communism 
once for all. For Zia, it was a godsend, an 
opportunity not only to show his utiUty to Ihc 
West and m.*Jce them overlook the denial of 
Jcmiyzn^^ „,o imiiicji i!g.nis m ^■ax]stan twt 
also to fulfil some of his cherished Islamic 
goals. 

From Uw bcgjnnirg of his eleven )-ear-iv!e 
— the longest by any niler in ftJdstan — Zia 
had decided to use Islam an a major pJaiA ^ 
his policies. Ke wanted to begin where Ih* 
opposition I^Jdstan National Alliance had k-K 
t^ complete its unTinished Nizam-i-MtiStc^fa 
i^WKte beause he fe.1 the people who took to 
Ihe streets a^sainst Bhutto to protest his rig- 
ging of the polls also wanted enforcement of 
Shariah in the ctjunir}-. Circumstances forced 
him to do .e^-cr;.thing that couJd block PPp's 
return to pcw»r. AM no slogan could be more 
potent than l<i.-m\ to estaWisii his own c«j*>n- 
lials and put together an ailiance of tCsfarate 
religious, political, economic and socfal 
groups, k is 8 different matter that he pai€- 
more lip senice to the cause of L«tom rather 
than accomplishing ai!>lhing real, an accusa- 
mm levefled a him in later years bv- hi? Islamic 
I pcpcal affiej. ' • «^ 

In his desperate searrh for allies and a con- 
stituency. Zia abo laid the foitr,daijon of what 
has come to he known a? ihe T^ban factor 
He generous:; funded madressas (religious 
schools) to win the support of the r«Ugious 
leaders. This policy led 
to a proliferation of 
madressas as religious 
scholars of ev^ry creed 
and sea set up shop — 
in fact, the madressas 
became lh?ir major 
93urce of erring. Lack 
of Pakistani .-students 
was matte up bv admit- 
ting Afghani. The 

destruction of .^ghanKvi's educational sj-s- 
^^y^ shelter, fcxxi and education at 
madressas also templed the destitute Afghans. 
And not the lost tmptirtant was the relljiious 
factor, as the 'jehad' was blanvoricnted' ami 
the AfgJwn Tiiiban wjih their Islamic educal-^n 
wen? supjv;<sed to be best equipped to CxJ« Uw 
holy war. 

Zi.-* died i^-eral montlw before the Sniet 
ocnipation forces withdrew from Afghanistan 
under the terms of the Geneva .\ccord, and 




almost four years prior to the installaUon of hr 
favoured Afghan nu^ahldeen as KabuJ'i r.e- 
tukrs. There was no going back on the Afzha.- 
poiQT which he and his armed forces deSse- 
for Paiasuux even If his successor governmer 
wa.? headed by the daughter of the elccte" 
prime minister he had executed. 

Benazir Bhutto's PP5 aithougli criUcal 
Zia 3 foreign policy on Afghanistan whUe 'j 
oppoatlor^ found itself helpless to chang» iis 
direction once in power. As the Afgha.-. 
my^ahideen battled It out, destroying what was 
left of Afghanistan from April 1992 tc 
September 1998, It became Increasingly 
apparent that one m^or factor for this unfor- 
hinate turn of evenU was (he Zia legacy of 
k«ping tlie armed Afghan' groups divided and 
dependent, and favouring the radicals over th^ 
UberaJ and nationalist Afghans. Pakistan 
attracted flak for having raised the fractious 
Afghan groups. 

Afghanistan Is probaljiy the m^or sinslp 
factor that has haunted Pakistan's politto 
•econort\y and social life during the past two 
decades. A number «{ foIMi^l parUes In 
mistan split and beosiMi^ cm accotini of 
ttffererca within thdr tanks on their Afghan 
pobcf. The rightist parties gained strengtti as 
f^ffist^ s fractious progreashv left movement 
neaqw towards nhlMnn muoh at th« sen- 
tee when commui\ist Afghans loat out to fel- 
WW mtllahldeen. The patronage of the medrej- 
S8S, which continues to tJiis day, churned ou' 
an army of Pakistani and Afglm "Mban vt-ho' 
now Uireaten the traditional power-hierarchy 
m the two countries. PaWstar^s alreatfer Sacle 
eccncr^y w^ also affected as Afghan 
joined hands with Pakistani traders to misuse 
the.Vghantrareittrwk. 

The Afghan creil war, fueiled by Islamabad 
with generous help from Its Weasn, Arab and 
Chaiese friends, has also cwftibtttea to a roa 
of s>c3l prpWems. The k>ng and porous Pai- 
Aignan border has become easier to cro«s 
becKise of the money to be made from rj,- 
ruTJung and drug- and human-tralQddng. So 
ma.'iy and so sophisticated were the weapons 
dumped In Afghanistan by the rival 
Wsshi-Tgton and Moscow-led alliances lha: It 
created a lucrative business — selling arnis 
and iiununitlon In the black market, which 
were iH in Pakistan due to its prtaimay a-id 
laxrv Lt enforcement of laws. 

Ore single Incident which shows t.hat 
Pa^-san became an arsenal for deadly arms 
was uhe Ojhii camp eq^on which killed 3,-.d 
riuLr«d many and had a significant political 
lailcL-t. The protection and strength afforde-d 
^ by guns paved the 
way for a boom Lt 
the narcotics busi- 
ness across the 
unguarded Duricd 
Line. Every faklss?.' 



20 Taliban killed 
in fresh fighting 

UL (AFP) — Morp than 7fl TsliK^^ «.„k. ,s ^ — .J. ^ ^ 



measure to bs.-i 
poppy-cultivation ir. 
K\VFP led to double 
that area coming 

- - under popjjy cw^ in 

neighbourmg Afghanistan to meet th« isoafe 
ing ■Jemand for opium and hereto m ^ in 
the "estanddsewherebtit abo&tMiaaftfor 
Its £cwing number of addcts. 

i.^ere Is no doubt that the turmoE and 
in^yiilit)- Pakistan and Afghanistan are eipe.-i- 
ejio-j: uxlay has something to do with the 
yeare. Twenty years after he captured pows 
the r^Njstachioed Zia In his army aufonn ar.d 
wiLh .-is toothy, almost devillah smile, stii! 
haura uSc regkjn. ♦ 
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Bagram airbase. located 50 kitomelres (31 miles) 
north of KabuL was a major military ceture for the 
Soviet Union during ixs ill-fated 1979.89 occupalion 
of Afghanistan. The Taliban no longer use Bagt^un 
as an aitljase. 

Defefiflffing their frontline positions against the 
Taliban were troops loyal to commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood. the military muscle behind former 
piesideni Burhanuddin Rabbani who was ousted 
from Kabul in September 1996. 
AbdMHah added that in a Taliban attack on 



Saturday, which was also repulsed near Sayad 
Bridge, some 54 Islamic militants were killed and 
their vreapons teuieved ftom the battlefield. 

The opposition claims could not be independeully 
contitmed. 

To the west of Sayad on ihe fioiUlines near the 

Parwan piovincial capital Chaiikar. there has been 
skirmishing over the past weeks but also no major 
lertiiotial shilt and a virtual stalemate fJfitets. 

However, the opposition tewtKSied iwro fei strikes 
on Kabul which revisited Uie bloody realfty erf &oni- 
line danger upon the Afghan capiial. 

Three Taliban air force personn^ were kilM^fid 
two wounded. 

Meanwhile north of the Hindu Kush mountains in 
Kunduz province, a band ol Taliban still heW out in 
defiant^ against the supeilot numbers of tlie opposi- 
tion alliance. 

•Yesterday (Saturday) they attacked us at Bang! 
Bridge but vi^re repulsed.* Abdullah said. 



100 Taliban feared 
dead in Faryab bombing 



IV The Frontier Post \ 



. ^ ^ Taliban leadership has expressed cAn. 

by northern Afghanistan wrionj^ea Abdul hxmtol 

oombing raid on Friday. r/5^<f^ - 
f h A^iJST 9 Malif fad BBC on Friday night 

MaS^Jf lT.^f rl' jei.nghters bolted 

R^alvprovince bordering TWk- 

WirSi^^KS^ ^^^^ headers ~ Fbreign 

Minister MuUa Mohammad Ghow and Kandahar airport? 
fonnctxommandcr MuUa Akhter Mohammad -^ere 
wounded In the bombing raid. 

If on^^y*^ * ^"^^^ '^f^"^ I«^er based in 

^ A^o^^'"^ claims that their Jet-fighters had 
bombed the prison in Maimana. -We did bomb some 
o^controUed by Gen Malik's Junbush-i-MUli Islami but 

Akhtar dong with AfghanisUn-s banking chief Mulla 
Ehsanullah ami 'Mban military command^ MulU Abd^ 

^tove our inuUigence reports to verily that TTien 
how wpe these Taliban leaders along with the other 
pnsonfo/yfe rfiifted that quick to Maimana to face 
2",^ Z. ''''Wj'^f'f'ing raid and that too by their oWn 
j€t-fighlet»,We fed the raid was staged by Gen Maliks " 



A bige number of TUiban were kuiedlnd a^ana 
apprehended in Mazar-J^harif. OffiSoftoe ta^ 
Uonal Committee of Red Cms* nrS^w 

1^2.?^"' «>« TaBban were hoidtae 

M, n M*"^*? Bghters, mostly in Herat ' 
MuUa NajibuDah wondered how exactly lon t.— 

A Js! '^f^"^!.^ "«ver happened in 

Afghanis^ during the past 18 yeara of wi He alsS 
strj^ that lyiban jet^fighters bomb mmian^pSdtfoS 
aj)d have seldom been off the target Pos»°ons 

T^^i^ suggested that Gen Malik shotild 
iTt^r/S Ghous, Mulla 

iJian Midla Abdul Razzaq, etc. to create goodwill andset 
the^suge for a meaningful dialogue bftween tK ' 

The suggestion was conveyed through a thee-member 
^lastaru delegation that traveUed to bSh Kan^ i^d 

u^^lr """^J" "^«^«>n mission. Gen Malik refused 
to let them go and stressed that an exchange of prisonera 
cou d only take place after the necessa^ co^ai^;!^" 
building <neasures have been taken prior to serious ne- 
gouauons lo end the Afghan conflict. ^ 

^ J^ZTl"^^^: ^! volunteer the information that Uie 
top T^iban leaders were alive and safe in his custody. 



40 prisoners"die as Malik's pilot 

defects to Taliban 



bomb 

Kabul ;JBM among the injured 



From Rahlreullab Tusufui 



- KABUL (AP) ^ Talifeea {ighier 
jels bombed an - opposition 
stronghold in northern Far yah 
province on Friday, killing at 
Jeast 40 people, all of them 
Taliban prisoners. 

One bomb hit a hospital in the 
Faryab provincial capital of 
Mainmana. injuring several chil- 
dren, some of the seriously, said 
opposition leader Gen. Humauun 
Fowzie. contacted by satellite 
telephone in Mainmana. 

A second bomb landed on a 
building used to house hundreds 
of Taliban prisoners. Including 
the Taliban's foreign minister 
Mohammad Ghous, who was* 
captured by opposition forces in 
May. 

Ghous was injured in the 
bombing raid, although Fowzie 
didn't say how seriously 

The Taliban army is battling a 
northern-based alliance, led by 
former military chief Ahmad 
Shah Masood and Uzbek warrior 
Malik Pahlawan. 

The Taliban control the south- 
ern two-thirds of Afghanistan 
including the capital of Kabul! 
while its opponents rule the 
northern one- third or roughly 
eight provinces. 

In May the opposition threw 
the Taliban out of northern 



Afghanistan, a region they occu^ 
pied only briefly. Hundreds of 
. Taliban fighters were killed and 
several hundred taken prisoner, 
including Ghous and the Taliban 
governor of Herat. Abdul Razzak. 

The Taliban have been de- 
manding their release. The oppo- 
sition has refused, calling for a 
cease fiie first. 

Fowzie said Friday's bombing 
was the second in as many days 
On Tlmrsday as well jeis pound- 
ed Mainmana. killing 50 people, 
again Taliban prisoners, bringing 
to 90 the number of Taliban pris- 
oners killed in the past 48 hours. 

Fowzie issued a v/arning to 
the Taliban: stop bombing or the . 
opposilicn will retaliate by 
bombing Taliban strongholds of 
western Herat. southern 
Kandahar and Kabul. 

He urged civilians in these 
places to move away from mili- 
tary sites. 

A Taliban spokesman. Mullah 
Wakil Ahmed Mukakhiel. con- 
firmed the bombing of 
Mianmana and accused the op- 
position of putting prisoners on 
harms way 

"If they don't have a safe Diace 
for their prisoners they should 
turn them over to the United 
Nations", he said. 



PESHAWAR: Gen Abdul Malik 
forces received a setback 'hiesday 
when one of its Sukhol'22 Jet-fight- 
ers defected to the Taliban and 
landed at Jalalabad airport 

The Russian-made plane was al- 
lowed to land at 10.10 am when its 
pilot. Brigadier General Naqibullah 
Logari» was able to convince the 
Taliban ofHcials that he was defect- 
ing to their side. 

Mulla FWz Ahmad F^iz, head of 
the information and culture depart- 
ment in Jalalabad, told The News 
that the pilot surrendered to the 
T^ban upon disembarking and de- 
clared his support for their govern- 
Hient 

Quoting the pilot, F^iz said he 
had Qown from Mazar-i-Shaiif air- 
base after being ordered to carry 
out a bombing mission against the 
Taliban. "Instead of bombing Tal- 
iban positions, I decided to Join 
them. I am convinced they are on 
the right path," said the pilot 

The defecting pilot in his mld- 
■3fe> hails from Logar province . He^ 
was commanding the airbase at 
Mazar-i-Sharlf and held an Impor- 
tant ofljce in Gen Abdul MaHk's air- 
force/ He was also able, to send his 
family out of.Mazai-i.Sharif befo^ 
his defection. 

Mulla Sadr-i-Azam, Deputy Gov- 
ernor of Nangarhar province, in- 
formed The News from Jalalabad 



liiat the pilot was flown to Kabul In 
a helicopter TXiesday afternoon to 
meet senior TaHban officials. 

He claimed more pilots and sol- 
diers from the antl-Taliban forces 
would defect in future. "On the 
basis of information from Brigadier 
General Naqibullah and other de- 
fectors in the past, I am In a posi- 
tion to claim that all pilots in the 
service of Gen Malik and Ahmad 
Shah Masood want to defect to us. 
They fear for their lives and are fed 
up with constant state of insecu- 
rity/ argued Mulla Sadr-l-Azam. 

TThis is not the first time that op- 
2)osition pilots have defected to the 
T^bajt and brought with them their 
aircraft. Quite a few Jet-fighters and 
military transport aircraft defected 
to the Taliban when Gen Malik re- 
belled against former northern 
Afghanistan warlord Gen Abdul 
Rasheed Dostum. 

Subsequently, a Russian-buUt 
Antonov military transport plane In 
use of Ahmad Shah Masood de- 
fected to the "Mbaru 

Its pilot disclosed that he had 
flown from Kulyab in T^iJdstan to 
transport military supplies to Ma- 
sood*s native Par\jsher valley and 
was later ordered to lly explosives 
meant for blowing up the Salang 
tunnel , — , 

A couple of Taliban aircraft also 
defected to the Rabbani-Ma^ood 
government before its ouster from 
Kabul. 
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The rise and fall of 



the Taliban 



* 

Though lb<5 emergence of the 
Taliban phenomenon on ihc politi- 
cal honzon of Afghanistan js still 

; shrouded in mystery, ihei/ meteoric 
n$c and drtmaiic victoiics in the 
•»uihcm parts of Afghanistan pre- 

- dominanily inhabited by Pukhlons 
-- ajc largely attributed to highly 
chaouc Slate of afFaxre spawned by 

• trigger-happy and predatoiy for- 
mer .mujahidccn warlords who 
were playing havoc with iheir 
country. 

Ir was under such deplorable 
circumstances that ihc Taliban 
movemem was welcomed as sup- 
posedly a national salvation force 
to put an end to the long-drawn 
suffering of the Afghan people. 
^ However, the enlightened scg» 
mem of Afghan society, keeping in 
View the social structure and high- ■ 
iy precarious geopolitical environ- • 
ment around Afghanistan, e:tpect- 
cd Taliban to create a congenial at- 
njospherr by nxrely dislodging jhe 
then Kabul administration headed 
by F»rofessor Rabbani being un- 
willing to transfer power ihrnugh 
the UN peace process. 

' The ouster of Rabbani and com- 
pany tro m Kabul in fact p rovideTt 
the Taiiban leadership a unique op- 
pogunity t o opt for a tx^litlciTsen ' 
tiement by iniiiaiinf a credible po^ 
^"•ca^ process under ihrg gfc" 

the Taliban leadership ihoutiht it 
appropriate to go beyond Kaoul in 
an advent urous movft-.n thr 

concucrin g nunh#m 

Afghanist an to establish their 
brand ot islamic yovemmen^ t^I 
tally ienori ng the e>i';t^nce of oth- 
er ethnic and diverse reiig;iom 
grcut?s witn poutical outlook dia- 
tnetricaiiv dilTerent or ev^n r,p. 
posed to the Taliban's . 

i-Ytdently. Taliban's fatal mis- 
taxe was their recourse to military 
adventure in the nonh of Kabul, 
following the fall of capital to the 
Taliban militia, which culminated 
m therr defeat. Thev sustained 
heavy human losses, including the 
cestrjcticn of a number of viifages 
in the north of Kabul, in addition lo 
forced migration of tens of :hou- 
sands of locals by the Taiiban mili- 
tia »rom ;he!r ancesmi abodes. Jn 
another round of heavy flghiing. 
the Taliban once again'seiicd :he . 
s;r;itegic town of Jabul Saraj vvhich 
JS currently under the control of 
.Masood forces and in the vicmity 



M. Haki 

of which fierce fighting has been 
raging over the last few weeks. 

More imponanily. tlic recent ig. 
noininious reversals suircred bv 
i ne mtra-radicai student militia in 
Mazar-i-anani at the hands '^ 
Snme Hazb-t-Wahdat and Gcn« ir 
Maitk lorces bbmt to tl v» ranTS^TT 



bver ambitious and counter-pro^ 
ductive a|>enaa. 

Incidenuy. Taliban's debacle in 
|ne north, as was e;^pccted. has 
helped widen the ethnic divide and 
ibat one can visualise the plight of 
lens of thou.<«nds of Pukhiun fami- 
lies settled down in various nonh- 
cm provinces of of AfghaniMan as 
a con.sequencc of the Taliban ad- 
venture 

As things stand, Taliban's credi- 
bility in areas under their conxrq] 
seems to be enrxlinp due to a cotn 
bmation of appreciable factors in 



m Aryubi 

Now that the Afghan clergy has 
posed a major challenge to the tra- 
dttional nonns of leadenhip. it will 
be a miracle to sec Taiiban politi- 
cally survive, lei alone conquer the 
Whole country. It is safe ro say that 
due to objective internal and exter- 
nal factors. Taliban's eyeniti.il r»ii 
»s inevitat^lt aa dJhac those'5555g' 
powers, who contmue to ba nk on'- 
their success as well as inv.nctbtJi- ' 
»y. may re morse for their mtc pl^^ 
ludgemcni . — 

Afghans could be simple but not 
stupid 3t all. not knowing what 
their forefathers had to come up 
With in similar ciTCumstances as far 
as choosing their leaders was cdn- 
ccmed. The Taliban will do well if 
jhcy take proper stock of the infer -' 

J^aj.ani exicmai nialities andreslst 
U^e tcmputt ion o^ rnihtary conouest 

•of Aighanistan as k is beyond their 



side wcli-wishcrs realise the dy- 
narnics of the prevailing situation 
iseiore It i$ too late as the evolvin g 

laitban hon ^vmoon U ah^^T TT^ 




I goes williout saving that should (he Taliban 
leadership continue to thoughtlessly pursue • 
their lust for power, Ihcy may end up facing a 
situation worse than the one they recently con- 

fronted m Mazar-i-Sharif. In order to avert 
further death and destruction, the Taliban lead- 
ership needs to wake up to the fact that their vi. 
olent scramble for power would prove to be 
pipe^dream in an egalitarian society like the 
Alghan, which is not susceptible to leadership 
ot a segment tliat has no precedent in the politi- 
cal history of Afghanistan. 



jower and the unmistakable prrs- 
gnce o| non-Algftan combatanis 
wHhin tncir rank s, as well as acr^r^ 
uancy of those Taliban hailing 
from Kandaher province. 

As the hardline fundament-iii^i 
Taliban mindset is at variance with 
the mainstream Afghan psycl^e. 
Ihey are bound to encounter souncr 
or later widespread backleshcs in 
areas under their conirol. Afghan 
history bears i?<tinv.Mv |i„ 

t abhshed fact that MuM.Th hA< n^v . 
er been acccrted m a national t c>J. 

••^ •«rtr4 tK«.a Kl.^ _'^I!T^^"^Tn*'*rp»^««ir 



Utiional Afghan soctcty. 

Ii goes without saying thai 
should the Taliban leadership con- 
linue to thoughtlessly pursue their 
lust for power, they may end up 
facing a stitjaiion worse than the 
one they recently confronted in 
Mazar-i-Sharif. In order to aven 
further death and destruction, the 
lalihan leadership needs to wakf 
up to the tact that their vtolen t 
scm;ttble lor power would prpve to 
be pipe^drea m in an eg.itiranan <uv 



^and that ItKe others. Mulbji's 
n>lc has long been well-defined in 
Afghan socieiv. 



, - — ...... ... V,., wymiMi,gj| a y- 

^iziy like tne Alghan. which is i>ot 
susceptible 10 leauership ot a scp 
nicnt that has no precedent in the 
gpi!ticai history of Alghan istan . 

Hence. It IS htch time that the 
Taliban leadership and their out- 



Wing iheir promise to~help their 
countrymen establish a govern- 
ment of their own choice for which 
wey rendered supreme sacrifices 
nghimg the occupation forces of 
the erstwhile Soviet Union. 
• The Taliban apparently unntind- 
lul of the harmful impact of whai 

?r7u"-"^ ^ realisation 

or their unrealistic present and fu. 
lure plans to achieve their chcr- 
ishcd objectives, particularly grab- 
bing power by military tneaiis. It 
was shocking indeed to hear lately 
from their senior spokesman. 
^ 2uilavi Wakil Ahm^M 
^lotawakal. during his interview 
: .^'th BBC, that "since the Taliban 
have rendered untold 'saerirtr^c - 
»>cy arc b y no means wTflmT T/^- 
share power witn others .'^miltsTc ' 
d^^oi.;, a grmjreminder.of certain, 
fundamentalist leaders before 
• Taliban who were also vchemcntiy 
opposed to (he concept of power- 
sharing, claiming that it was onlv 
mujjditdecn leaders who were enti- 
llcd to rule Afghanistan as Ihey 
claimed having liberated 
Afghanistan from ll\e yoke of the 
former Soviet Union. 

U is certain that as the former 
mujahtdeen leaders miserably 
failed to achieve and monopolise 
power for whose sake thev had 
committed genocide — even war 
crimes — the Taliban would also 
realise that they, too, were crvine 
for the moon. ' *" 

Whether the Taliban like it or 
not, Afghanistan is the cradle of 
jtrgas and a high land of princes. 
The former represents the ancient 
culture and the latter reflects the 
politico-historic framework where- 
by the Afghan people have always 
run their affairs. 

Suffice, it to say that Jirga 
regime bw traditionally been in- 
strumental in confiici resolution 
and can still play a decisive rple in 
resolving disputes as especially 
Lava Jirga is a built-in-mechanisrn 
whereby binding decisions have all 
along been taken in a situation of 
(Coniinued on Page 7) 



(Continued from Page 6) 
extraordinary and alarming nature 
simjlaf tq the pnt obtaining now in - 
wdr-baltcred Atghanjstin.* By ihc^ 
sanjc^pkeji. a prince still can com-^ 
mand popular support and sympa- 
thy due to his traditional superior 
social ami political status. The tele* 
vance and vital impon of jirga 
system, especially loya jirga and of 
a prince, at. this critical juncture of 
Afghan history cannot denied- ». • 

The ongoing- struggle, for power 
is an indisputable manifestation of 
a proxy war of attrition being fu- 
elled by regional powers in pur- 
suance of their tendentious agenda 
hegemony in violation of the 



United Nations Chaner. • . 

;lt is indeed deplorable that the 
international community remainT 
ambivalent vis-a-vis the prevailing! 
human tnifledv in Afghanistan and 
ihat'thfe irtabilitv 'of the UN Special 
Mission is equally re2rettable to 
broker a political setticmem . cor>- 
stdehng a lapse of fairly long time. 
Needless to say, it was baffling and 
unfair on the part of the UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan ex-" 
pl;<ining away Ihe^inabilify of the 
UN Special Mission in his most re- 
cent remarks, blaming mainly war- 
ring Afghan factions for their non- 
cooperative stance, and curiously 
though condoning the unbridled 
nature ' of foreign interference 



which is uridoubtedly the root- 
. ' cause of the • ongoing tiuman ' 

jrogedy in Al'ghanistan. 

' Thexuneni evolving scenario in 
the wake of devastating Taliban 
rout in northern Afghanistan pro- 
vides a -propitious opportunity for 

• the UN Special Mission to prevail 
upon the regional powers, particu- 
larly those who are heavily in- 
volved in the Afghan situation, to 

• extend genuine cooperation aimed 
at ending the bloody conflict and 

• brokering an early political settle- 
ment of the Afghan problem. 

As it seems that the Taliban aie 
now running out of steam, it would 
cenainly be a prudent and expedi- 
ent move on their part to abdicate 



their lust Tor power and come to 
terms Sviih the legitimate aspira'- 
tions of their hapless people who 
. rem:^in .victims of a brutal proxy 
war. ■ *• • " . 

To be sure: the fesohi jton'of thfe> 
Afghan^conflict-lies'onlv in genT 
ume mtra -Atehan dtalngyr <nn^ 
foreign interfgrenci* and that the 
TaJiban leadership needs to leam a 
l^son from mose Afghans who in 

' the name oi islam were striving in 
vain to impose their wiH on their 

' gcopleand consequently dissipated 
in ihe process or waging armed 

strug gle. 

. — 7"/r^ writer is a former 
A/shan diphmat and poimcal ad- 
visor to Pir Cai/ani. 
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Opposition executes 



^ r->_jr ■ M 

1 0 Taliban prisoners survives 



•Afghan commander 



fo!:i5f^= opposiUon 
iwcea have executed 10 TWiban 

pe Jnwpsgrtbbedagroupof n heW rtl! "^-^'^ P*^"*" 

ttmto«««bjrl),shteABeendesert cXr^JSL^" 
and shot Uiem, the AIP said T«n ?"*'8n''U?;. 

died but one. liX^^t ^. vfait fnfc^? ^ ^'"^ ^ 
««^^tothe,^SiiS th^pJ.&^^Si^*!^ 
Independent conCrmaUon of the sftiS?h!^"[?*°'^''-'^'»» 

, Shah2«la,whoreceivedfourbul. '^'^^^^ ^^pal countries, 
lets told the "ftliban that •such mas- * 




TTie Mban demand the rdcase of 
aD prisoners held in the north before 

any ceasefire can take place. But the 
opposition alliance r^ecls the ly- 
lban*s conditions. 

The anti^TWiban alliance deniand 
the formation of a bxt>ad'based gov- 
ernment in AfghanIstan..wWdi the Is- 
lamic movement rejects outii^ D^' 

^ite much'shuttJe-d^rfomaty' by the 
international community across the 
frontlines, neither the l^iban nor 
their northern opponents show any 
sign of readiness to compromise on 
these two vital issues.— AFP 



WrrRAL: A fortncr Afghan mu- 
jaludecn commander MauJana Mo- 
hammad Afeal sumved an assassina- 
Uon attempt by pro-TMiban peisons 

Sundjv night in Baigamtal in Nuris- 
tan province in eastern Afghanistan 

Ho J^!.^u ^ Chilral Mon- 
a^said the Maulana's lost ten of his 

Myguards while he himself was se- 
riousjy hyiired in the attack. The at^ 
tack took place in a rest house wJiere 
the Maulana was staying. . 

Maulana Afzal, who is loyal to 
ousted president Burhanuddin Rab- 



wcre Of the prisoners was a routine" 
to northern Afghanistan. Wakil said 

TWiben fighter was r^ 
cehring treatment at a TWiban base 

but did not Identify U\e place. 

The "ndiban have lodged a com- 
plaint with the intematlomd rSi 
Cross against "this Inhuman act * 
Ahmed said. He called for safety and 
security of the prisoners held by the 
pptKwiUon alliance and proper med- 
ical care of Uie wounded. 

jjlazar4-$harif b the headquarters 
of General Abdul Malik who briefly 

defected to Uie Mban in May lead- 
in£to the ouster of a powerful war- 
ord Abdul RashWOostam. However, 
l^e general switdied sides and the 
. were driven out after heavy 

fighting in the northern capital dty. 

The TWiban suffered hciy kxjSCT 
and hui^drtds their (tghters were 
twen priapher by the rival alliance, 
comprising forces of Malik, former 

P^Mdent Burfianuddbt Rabbanl and 
<^^^ faction, Hezb-WahdBt The 
prisoners include some top lUiban 

ofTicials including foreign minister 
Mulia Mohammad Chaus. ; 

The AIP did not say If any Impor- 
tant l^ban prisoner was among the 
10 executed this month. 

Meanwhile, a Red Cross 
spokesman told AFP that Isinael 
Khan, a former governor of Wotem 
Herat province, and ck»e ally of the 
ousted Afghan government, was alive 
and weQ in l^ban custody. - 

But the iRed Cross protested that* 
unrestricted access to all Afghan dei 
tainees has still not been granted. "I 
confirm that access to Ismael Khan 
and other security prisoners held in 

Kandahar was granted by the TWibah 
authorities,' said Thomas Gurtner, 
acting head of the International Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross GCRC). 
Gurtner said Ismael Khan had 

been seen in private bjr the ICRC, of- 
ficially registered, and had written a 
Red Cross message to be delivered to 
his family, all in accordance with nor- 
mal visiting procedures. 

Ismael Khan, a noted resistance 
commander during the 1979^ Ri». 
sian occupation, was a trusted lieu- 
tenant of ex-president Burhanuddin 



5h!!i. IT"''^ '^^'l conlroUed by the TWlban and 

Shah Masood, was scheduled to at- Badakhshan DiwfaahridhvM,-^ 

TheNew,, ""'^•'>o«*eringKunar province under their coiUroL * 

• news ImcnuUuniil. Monctar. J<4r 1 1997 



Masood supports 
peace initiatives 

Northern Alliance forms parallel government 
with Prof Rabbani as president 



\ tonOouBd from Fige / 

up of a political commission before 
the release of POWs. "The moment 
peace is restored in Afghanistan, I 
would ftfst visit to Paki^ to thank 
its people and government for their 
efforts to bring peace in my country,* 
he said. , 
General Abdul Malik said, "if Pak- 
istan fails in refraining Titian from 
bombing and intensifying wai; it will 

endanger Taliban and Pakistan's 

FSiMiSSiSniiiizaar >l»n have expressed their serious 

reservations about the UN role in * Mullah Ghaus, 

dealing with the Afghan issue, detained foreign minister of TWiban, 

In its latest dash to the North of ^^^^ important POWs are safe 
Afghanistan, PWdstan*s mission had regretted that T^iban 

useful negoUaUons with General ^ ^^s and 

AbdulMalik,chicfofNaliona]Isiamk: 

Movement of Afghanistan (NIMA) ^ *way 

Commander Ahmad Shah Masood* l^ban will adopt same poUcy 
Prof Abdul Rab Sayyaf, Tehrik-e-Is^ Piikislan as they have adopted 
lami chief. Prof MohaqqaqI, Hizbe adversaries in AfghaniSan. 

^w^ytJT'^^'^y^ ''Wch andPn>fBurfwnuddiiR5toS 

c^a^Wnderancelnthewayof TWking to theKKere , . • - . 

^^<SS^A« , u \ • Irtikhar Mlirshid. liadSft^ mato strangers In Mazar^^h^. 

y?rn^ASiSL?h^ ; delegation, said, SrehadgSdm^ HelmitedtheMbanhigh^to 

^hsV?t ^2^°"""?^ Ing with Ahmad Shah MaSdJThev- PJ««« l^elr peace proposals thus 

^^^T*' P'^u^^^'L^^ ^ hTveexprwed their wSSta ^^e fate of the POWs cSidd be de- 

^'al^-s^rS^s^^^^ cided without delay 

^J^^^^?^'^^,^?^-^^ great hopes because of has been observed that huge 

, as «s temporary capital emment iTpakislm- ^^^^ cpiant5tyofarmsandammunitk)ni4 

^ Jfl^ ^.5' Guibadin Hek- ^ Murshid said that he had told Ma- ^^^^^^ Commander Masud's 

Stt'^Jf^l^i:?^'^"^' siidthaiftddJL^^ residence. ^Marg ber American- 

S^r?J??f?J?^^^^^^"^- to bring all Afghan groups on3: (death to Americans) was also printed 

^^'^^-'^^^t^S' ^^^^^^<^^^nt2lnii^, 

^^S^^Sfil'^'l?^'^ <^ dialogue ami Jhirb the id^w^ APP adds: Additional Season 

cabmeL He has also been assigned are trying to pur^e; he said Afghanistan Iftikhar MurshW leturoed 

Mui3hid termed the release of i'^??*^*^ A|Ia2ar-«-Sharif on 



FARKHAR VALLET: With an assur- 

tnoe by northern commander Ahmad 
Shah Masood to back Pakistan's 
shuttle diplomacy on Afghanistan, Is- 
^^mabad has succeeded in mustering 
supporlfor its peace misskxi Ibm all 
groups of the Afghan (fivide. 

Masood expressed his willingness 



— ..««ujv *ua uccii ^ven me 
most prestigious office of chief of the 
cabinet He has also been assigned 
responsibilities of looking after the 
foreign aflairs. 

Pakistan's peace mission was in 

Mazar-e-Sharif, when this dly was de. 
dared as capital of Afghanistan. 
* Sources said despHe North's sup- 



jic release of iWMar-es>naru on 

POWs as an exercise of confidence ^^^ay after a technical fault in the 

and said the made him stay there ovemlAt 



building measures and said the 

Northern Alliance wouW revert to us 
on it laten 

Mdng to The News, Ahmad Shah 

if T f> «i mm ■ I A . 1 a1_ « a 



bna]tfhrpugh in his efforts as the Til, ' ccaimml „ Figs 9 




The PAF Fbkkcr that took off fiom 
Mazar-e-Shaiif developed an electri- 
cal fault aft«r m hour's flight, ifhfdi 
made it difficult for It to encounter 
night in the mountainous area. After 
making many attempts, the pilot suc- 
ceeded in establishing contact with 
the Mazar-e-Sharif Aiiport when just 
overhead as its landing was unsched- 
uled and lights ai the airport had be«i 
switched off. 



Afghan factions not 
ready for peace: HoU 

UN envoy sees Taliban as more intransigent 



ISLAMABAD: UN Secretary General's speciaJ envoy on 

Afghanistan Dr Norbert HoU TViesday ))eld lengthy talks 
, with senior "Mban leaders in Kabul. 

. His talks with Mullah Mohammad Hajssan and Deputy 
* P!brcign Minister Sher Mohammad Abbas focused on UN 

peace Initiative in Afglianistan and Pakistani proposal of 

an intra-Afghan dialogue. 

The UN envoy also met former Afghan king Zaliir Shah 
and discussed with him possibility of convening a •Io>'a 
jlrga* to bring about peace in Afghanistan. 

, \ According to PTY, maUera relating to the cease-fire. 

. exchange of prisoners and future set up of Afghan gov- 
ernment, as well as the Pakistani proposal for sciilcmeni 
of peace also came up for discussion. 

Talking to reporters in Kabul, HoU said ^Tiriing Afghan 
factions, in particular tl\e stuctent militia, still lack ll)c will- 
ingness to make peace. 

They have not yet reached a stage where both sides 
are ready to compromise," he said. 

The UN envoy considered the Taliban as being the 
more belligerent facUon, *Thc northern alliance in my 
1 view is rather ready to participate in peace initiatives 
whereas the Taliban I think. stilJ see themselves in a 
stronger position." HoU staled candidly. 

The UN envoy shrugged askle comment on oppo<:iiion 
accusations that Pakistani nationals were siding with the 
."Mban. He summed up. his achievements to dale by say- 
' Ing: 'Afghanistan is no more a forgotten subject" bcirause 
^diie to his initiati\TS the war-torn country was now "pcr- 
^manently on the agenda" of the UN's Security Council- - 

Meanwhile, an opposition spokesman "Hicsday said 
Tbiiban made gains near the northern Afghan capital of 
Kunduz but failed to hold a strategic pass. 

'Paris of Chardara were captured by the Taliban in an 
attack last T\icsday, and they also took the helgiits of Er- 
ganak Pass." admitted anti-iyiban spokesman Abdullali 
speaking by satellite telephone. 

Then we counter-attacked and recaptured Erganak 
Pass this Saturday," Abdullah added. 

He denied claims by lyiban mouthpiece Radio Shariat 



Taliban link talks 

- • ■ 

prisoners release 

'^Tio^tK^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^""^ capturing Imam Sahib 

ISLAMABAD: Mulla Mohammad Omar, the supreme 




leader of Taliban, Saturday ruled out any peace talks with 

opponents until the release of an estimated 2,0CX) Islamic 
militiamen detained in the north. 
> :There can be.no talks or a ceasefire" with the oppo- 
sltion alliance until "our men are freed," Omar told the 
private Afghan Islamic Press XAIP) in a telephone inter- 
view. 'Our men were taken prisoner in bbiant vid^tion of 
political norms and human values afler having been in- 
vited to the north for talks under a dear understanding ' 
he told AIP fxx)m Kandahar. ' 

The lyiban soldiera were arrested In Mazar-l-Sharif 
^May by the forces of General Abdul Malik afler he 
broke an alliance with the tonic mililia. Hundreds of Is- 
lamic militiamen we.^e killed in fighting and the "Mban 
were driven out The Taliban prisoners include foreign 
nunister Mullah Mohammad Ghaas, state bank governor 
EhsanuUah and several other officials. 

Omar told the Pakistan-based AIP he had faiformation 
that Ghausand other detained senior TMiban ofTidals 
were.*al!ve.' The T^ban chief, who rar^ speaks to the 
pre^ vow<^ the Islamic movement wDuW uhimateiy pre- 
vail over* the opposition and capture the northern 
provinces.-* ':. *. . ' > . 



ioadaae^ from hgn 1 "" 



Sl^Z'^*^'^^^"^^^'*^^ said, claims 
Uie Tibban had already secured ground in northern 
JaXiaar province, a stronghold of former Afghan uresi- 
dent Buhanuddin Rabbani ^ 

He adnutted that Pakistani youth from reUgious 
schools had joined the Taliban, but stressed they Id so 
on their own because they wanted to f!ght for Islam 
against the fOTces of evIL' 

•If 5uch vohmteera come to fight against tyranny and 
evil we cannot turn them back,* he said. "Netther Uie Is- 

laraic movement had Invited them nor were they sent by 
the Pakistan government,- the TWiban chief said, adding 

there b not a single Pakistani army or militia soldier 
the ranks of the Tyiban.' 

Meanwhile -Mban Saturday claimed the capture of 
Imam SaWb an important town in the northern Afghan 
province of Kunduz. an official report said • 

If confirmed the fall wouW mean the militia have for 
the first time reached the International border of the for- 
mer Soviet Umon. The white flag was hoisted during a 
ceremony in Imam Sahib district of Kundu2,* the 'WiSn 
official mouthpiece Radio Shariat teid. No independent 

ContfrniedonPsgeW 



that the student mililia still comroUed Erganak Pass and .^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^^iy 

had ad^-anced further west towards the Samanganprovin- ^r^tr^!!^ 
cialcapitalT^shkiirghan.. -grf_*^ 

Kunduz city, 340 kilometres north of Kabul, was lost SS^n'f^'^^lf^^ 

by the anti^liban alliance nearly a month ago after a f^m'^y'^io'^^ ^^^^^ 

mutiny by kxal commanders backed up by a mobile force lami facUon of *pos«d iVch^nHn^ 

of Taliban regulars trapped in the area. minister GuIbud^SH^cknu^ 

Chardara bazaar, just a few kilometres west across the — apparenUy until last Thursday oniv 

Kunduz Rh-er, had been in the hands of the joint opposl- — he was Icyal to the anti-T^iban aJk 
tk)n forces of ethnic Uzbek General Abdul Malik and com- 

mander Mb Alam of ex-presklent Burhanuddin Rabbani. If Latif s defection is true, then the 

"We still control most of Chardara (district). Tliey just 'I^iiban now control the Afghan port 
ha^-e the bridge, main road and surrounding villages," Ab- Sher Khan Bandar on the Amu 

duUah said. Darya (Oxus) River, an important 

Rabbani and Malik have just announced tliat Mazar-i- ^^^^ Point for trade with neigh- 

Sliarif wilJ be the new capital of their opposition govern- ^^^^fuiing T^^jikistaR. 

nwu, imtUilieycaJi relocate to Kabul, Abdullal\ said. "We . .^^^ and the former Central 

are not sa>ing Uut the new ofTidal capital of Afghanistan f^viL^^^u^^ IXiikistan'-and 

is Mazar. It Is only a temporary base for us," stressed Ab- hS^^,!!?f^ °f 

dullalK-^^Ngcncics ^^^^^tJ^^^^^ 

on their southern borders. Barges 
bringing ftjel and other supplies used 
to cross the Amu Darja from 1^. 

Istan to Sher Khan Bandar, 400 fans 
north of Kabul, for the war effort of 

anti-TWihan commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood- 



• Masood launched a military offen- 
SVC againi the "Mban in eastern Kwv 
duz province Thursday Independent 

: th« north reported Ma- 

50Qd s fionthne commander Jalancfar 

Khan battled tl^e TiJiban in and around 
Bangi Bridge wi^marfo the provij>. 

aai border of Kunduz and 'Rdchat 

• Radio Shariat said three of Ma- 
sood s offensives were repulsed in 

Bangi district Whrch faction controls 
. the nearly Kunduz district centre of 

. ^^1^^ w uncertain, TTte reported 
jpnad of the Mban inside thK 

fh? t'l^^^J^ "^^^^ ^ » IX'tential 
threat to Masood's continued exis- 

J^^J!S under his 

oirect control 

.i-f!!l2^^* ^"^'"^^^ forces • 

^^'^ «ains dose to 
farwan provuKiaJ capital Chaii^ 
kms north of Kabul. Speaking by 
atdlite telephone Masood s officii 
spokesman Abdullah said Saturday 
that in a sunrise "rural cleanup oper- 

^?^^P^^94T^banand 
, !J^"^^ near Charikar and 
neighbouring Bagnun airbase 



Abdullah also claimed that Ma^ 
Wd's forces had seized the mouth of 
the Ghorband >WIey a few kilometres 
northwest of Charikar, trapping some 

400 Islamic militants Inside. This mil- 
itary pressure on Charikar, and 
around Bagram airbase, 50 kms 
north of Kabul, may herald a change 
of taciics by Masood, who had previ- " 
ous<y declared no intention to attack 
Kabul in the coming months. 

Abdullah charged that of the 94 
prisoners, 34 were Pakistani nation- 
als fighting alongside the Afghan 1^ - 
iban. The Opposition alliance sus- 
pected there were some Arab filters 
among them as well. 

FYttsh fighting has also been re- 
ported in the westeni Afghan 
proMnce of Badghis, where the 1^- 
Jban have cemented their control of 
BaJa MorgKab tiistrict, but have yet 
railed to capture neighbouring Ghor- 
mach. Ghormach (fistrict is stiU con- 
^2.^17 the Uzbek fon» of General 
Abdul Malik.— AF? 




massacred 111 

to Taliban 



major 

KABUL (AFP) — In a dramatic mllltaiy 
setback. .Afghanistan's Taia>an IsJamlc 
movement lost a key provincial capital and 
hundreds of fighters north of Kabul, opposi- 
tion sources said Sujiday. 

In concert with the Infantry offensive 
north of Kabul, the opposition also launched 
four jet strlices against the capital Sunday. In 
the worst of which eight civilians were re- 
port<nJ killed and 12 seriously injured. 

-Last night around 9:00 pm (16.30 GMT 
Saiurday), Charlkar fell and then our forces 
attacked Bagram", opposition spokesman 
/vbdullah said by satellite telephone. 

Bagram airbase, .located 50 kilometres 
north of Kabul, fell to commander. Ahmad 
Shah Masood's attacking force led by veteran 
oonmiander Blsmillah Khan early Sunday. 12 
hours afr-^r the fall of Chaiikar, he added. 

A Tolit^an source conceded the fall of 
Parwan provincial capital Charlkar. 64 kilo- 
metres north of Kabul, but asserted the 
Muslim militia was still defending the non- 
operational Bagram air base. 

The goal of Masood's attacking force was 
CO cut off. surround and eliminate as many^f 
the Taliban front-line fighters as possible. 
Abdullah said. ' 

"It couldn't have been done better", he 
claimed. "Their dead are in hundreds", he 
added. 




The Taliban reportedly started a counter- 
offensive' Sunday afternoon but Abdullah 
said Masood's troops were committed to 
holding their new front-line positions both in 
Charlkar and Bagram. 

"Not only will we hold these areas, but 
" you might see some other changes north of 
Kabul", said Abdullah, hinting that the 
Afghan capital had become a prime target 
for the opposition. 

"Of course, this offensive is a step towards 
Kabul", he said, while refusing to elaborate 
further on what the next step might be. 
In the recent past Masood had repeatedly 
. denied any intention of advancing on Kabul, 
' . saying that Taliban elements and their sup- 
porters in the north of Afghanistan was his 
military priority. 

"We take action according to the chang- 
ing circumstances". Abdullah said, referring 
10 this apparent shift in focus towards Kabul. 

Bui Abdullah denied the current military 
adventure on the plains north of Kabul was 
in response to Taliban incursions into 
Masood's northern Takhar province from 
their enclave in neighbouring Kunduz. 

The ex-government of president 
Burhanuddin Rabbani retreated to Takhar 
. capital Taloqan when Masood — under in- 
tense niilitary pressure ~ yielded Kabul to 
the Taliban movement in late September 



1996. 

Independent northern sources reported a 
weekend advance by the Taliban into Takhar 
province, which Abdullah admitted, but said 
had been repulsed. 

However, he said the Taia}an did control 
Kunduz provincial disuict of Khanabad. 
which is located close to the Takhar provin- 
cial border. 

The current front-line north of Kabul is a 
T-lntersection of few kilometres south ol 
Charlkar. 

The branch road from the main highway 
known as Old Road heads east a- short dis- 
tance to Bagram air base. 

This fresh upsurge of factional fighting 
comes at a time of intense peace negotia- 
tions sponsored by the United Nations and 
concerned neighbouring countries. 

Afghanistan has suffered 18 years of con- 
tinuous war that started with the 1979 Soviet 
invasion. 

Long after the lO-year Red Army occupa- 
tion had ended internecine Afghan factional 
rivalry continued. 

The Taliban, who control some two-thirds 
of Afghanistan, face stiff resistance from the 
alliance of northern opposition forces group- 
ing Masood's fighters, ethic Uzbeks under 
General Abdul Malik and a Shiite religious 
faction. 
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Anti-Taliban forces 

tighten noose around Kabul 



KABUL: Opposition forces main- 
tained mililAry pressure on Kabul 
with Jet and artiUery bombardments 
Saturday a^d caJIed for a l^iiban 
pullout from the capita], witnesses 
reported. 

An ami-lUiban jet overflew Kabul 
late Saturday, drawing an intense 
and Irustisted response from militi- 
amen throughout the dty, residents 
here witnessed. 

The jet was heard to enter the 
dty's airspace at ^30 pm local time, 
but the thumping booms and blind- 
ing flashes of OQtgoing fire were im- 
p(»sible to distinguish £rom possible 
incoming bombs. * 



Ana-Mbaii fo 

attacks against the student militta 
who ha:ye occupied the Afghan capi- 
tal for exactly 10 months. 

Vtttt minutes aiW a jet raid tids 
iDoming, rockets landed in Qalai 
Moosa and south of Khair JChanj^ 
Pass,' witnesses said. At 7:45 am, 
anti-alrcran Are signaUed the pres- 
ezx:e of an anti-liiiban jet but the 
ftwtflno 25 ions &tant, and ix3t the, 
city ttscli; appcar«i to be the target 
The eatiy Incoming rockets report- 
edly exploded in Qslai Moosa, south 
of the airport, and near the foot of 
the northwestern Shair Khan Pass 
where the so-caUed Old Road exits 
KaWtotheth)rtIlnes. 

More rockets thundered into 
Kabul just before 10:30 am and a 

sahT> of at least eig.^ exploded in the 
vidni^y of the aiipon sending huge 

phmics of dust and debris skywards. 
"Wiban guards reponed no casualties 
and the airport was ^ functional 
foralrfoire flights. 

Neither the Uni'ved NaUons nor . 
the International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) siiH Oy to Kabul. 
Pbr the past tWD dav's there has been 
no sJgnlJDcant change in thee front- 
lines which wwrc reported to be 
arocnd Hossein Kot village. 

Journalists are prevented bv Tal- 
iban guards at the iChair Khana 
checkpoflt from visiiir^g the frontline 
fighting, which makes independent 
TOlflcatlott of oHen" conilictlng 



A series of Hashes in the vicinity 
of the airport, possibly an exploding 
duster bomb, could also have been 
the. dozens of gun emplacements 
dose to the prime jet target 

'Frustrated Taliban throughout 
the center of Iohti appeared to send 
into the sky aU projectiles the could, 
induding rocket propelled grenades 
which automatically detonate at an 
altitude way below that of the at- 
tacking jeC 

Light and heavy machine-gim 
fire, exploding canon shells and 
tracer bullets, also pierced the 
night's eerie calm wth a stunning 
but deadly sound and light display. 



lasting az least half ail hour 

The barrage was the ihinl of the 
day, following anti-T^baiVilllanca. 
jet raids on militia positions only 10 
kms north of the dty. 

In astatemcnt, the United Islamic 
Front for the Salvation of 
Afghanistan (UIFSA) called oii the 
Taliban "to dcmaitarlse Kabul* so 
that Issues like a ceasefire and ex- 
change of prisoners could be negoti« 
* ated. • . :• ^^A/. 

U1FS.\, whose troops have ad- 
vanced to within docket tinge of 
Kabul cfty, have also kept up jet- 

Conthuedonf9g$'10''' 



, daints diilkrult. 

The bulk of the expatriate hu- 
manitarian aid conummity has evac- 

tated Kabul by nad for the FWcfalani 
. bor^,.as opposiUon fortes were 

poised to dose in on the capital Tlie 
United Nations, ICRC and foitign hu- 
Jnanilarian aid Trorkers in the health 
and medical sectors have stayed in 
Kaixil, where Paiistan stiD nainlalrw 

. the only todioringaptoratkmis- 
. 8k)n. 

The IWiban Saturday reacted an- 
p^sftcr the Londoo-based Amnesty 
utoWionalsixi neariy 2,000 ethnk: 
vTX^iks and Hazaras had been impris- 
oned tkortng Tilihsn Sfreeps in Kabii 

In a statement from Its London 
headquarters, the human rights 
group said Friday most of the de- 
tainees were non-comb«tarts> picked 
up at their homes in Khair Khana, 

Karte I^rwan, Char Kala and Dasht 
Barchi (fistrids. 

"The figures are an ezaggerrtwn. 
The Amnesty report is based on op- 
position claims, but concerning op- 
position acts of torture, Amnesty has 
remained silent,* Mullah Wakil 
Ahmad Mutawaxel told joumaHsts. 
He said 'small scale arrests* had 
taken place, but asserted the capth^es^ 
were only "those instigated by for- 
eign countries to disturb securi^/ 

The Amnesty rrport said the vic- 
tims of the roundup were being hrid 
at Kabul's Pul-e Charkhi prison, a 
bujQding that gained notorifiy during ' 
the 1979 to 1992 communist regime 



r^^^??*^ ^ •^^i man 
of holding prisoners in deplorable 
conditions wtth limited access to? 
food, adding that some had en)eri- 
.enced ill crertmenl in detention. 

Amnesty added that most of the 
2^v^i"^ btBadwinners, held 
oy the IbtHban to intimkfale the 
* of the community and discourage 
wnily members from joining antl- 
Taiban forces atfide the capital 

There was no dear Mcatton Sat- 
tnday that UEFBA forces, under com- 
mander Ahmad Shah Kasood, would 

Attempt to stonn Ibe caj^, western 
ana^p^saki. 

The anti-'Wihan coalition's for- 
eign minister. Abduliahim' 
Ghafounchi. cdcfinned Wday that 
Masood was cocranantfing opposition 
forces north of Kabd in an interview 
Jjha Swiss newspaper published 

GhafotHXehi suggested in the 1^ 
bune de Geneve that immediate 
peace talks were possible if the stu- 
dent militia dears out of Kabul 

If they evacwte the dty, we are 
ready to immediately begin peace 
talks,* he said, adding the T^ban 
ha^-en^Jectedsoch a proposal 

But analysts , said it was more 
hkcly thai Hasood wouki try to build 
a strong defensive riing around the 
capital and put increasing military 

pressure on the 'Hdiban to leave. The 
anti-Tiiihan opposition has given no 

deadine for its Kabul dcmilitarisatlon 
demand— AFP 



KABUL: Afghanistan's Islamic Tal- 
Iban militia repulsed ri%-al faction in- 
fantry attacks on two fronts around 
Kabul, an ofiBdal broadcast said here 
Sunday. 

Taliban-run Radio Shariat re- 
ported repulsing attacks Saturday by 
the Hezb-i-Wahdat in southwestern 
Wardak province, and also by oppo- 
sition commander Ahmad Shah Ma- 
sood north of the capital. 

"An offensive by Khalili militia^in 
Siakhak district of Wardak ^ 
pushed back on Saturday. The at- 
tackers fled to the nearb>' mountains 
leaving behind nine dead bodies.* 
Radio Shariat announced. 

An opposition jet buzzed Kabul 

late Saturday night causing a frenzied 
response in TWiban anti-aircraft Tut, 
but its target was apparently the 
frontline areas and not the capital. 
^»»«l«pendcnt aources put the Wv- 



two 



dai frontline a UtUp doser to the War- 
dak proiindal capital Maidan Shahr 
al the district centre Jabrz. 

Heab-i-Wahdai leader Karim 
Khaiilihas not yet been able to bixak 
throu^ lhe outer distrirt frontlines 
and ^kM:e against the Taliban-con- 
iroUe^^ildan Shihr. 

Maidan Shahr. located 30 kilome- 

ires to the southwest of Kabul, sits on 
the national highway which runs to 
the TWiban supreme headQuarters in 
Kandahar dty to the far south. 

In the second attack against them 
Saairday, the'Wiban claimed to ha\-e 
blocked Masood s forces in Shakar- 
dara. a district centre in the Koh 

Daman mountains around 25 kilome- 
tres north of the capital. 

In a surprise attack that started a 

week ago, Masood inflicted a massiw 
military Wow on the TWiban, forcing 
them back at least 45 kilometres 



down the so^ed Old Road tov^ards 
Kabul. 

ftirwan pro\indal capital 
Charikar and neighbouring Bagram 
a»rt)ase, which the T^ban had held 
on and off for eight months, were 

»Pl«ired first, followed by the district 
centres of Istallf, Qarabagh. Guldara 
and Shakardara. 

Jounalists have been refused per- 
mission to vi^ the Old Road from- 
Imes. which according to Afghan 
e\-acuees fleeing the factional fighi- 
vr^. were around Hoasein Kot village 
25 kilometres (wm Kabul. * 

The Tbliban government on Sun- 
day handed orer dead boc(y of pnimi- 
neni local commander Kabir Khan to 
his fami^>;after hanging him to death 
pubbcly. TTie Shariat court here on 
Friday sentenced Kabir Khan to 
death after declaring him guilty of 
taking bnbe.-Agendcs 






^" '"^ only 

»f>d offered the Taliban talJc3 ifS^ 
voluntarily puDedo« of K,^*^ 

tjat then? had b^n little or^nuoS. 

on the frontlines. wi™§^ 
h^^T f*^.^"' continui^ J 
'f^ery. The curre.nt frontline is 

^2lw'"^' HossetTKot 
•Si^ «>«h of Kabul 

««rfng (hdr defenses on both 
uJfrS^^^.'^ »m;ir< In the ^ 

How ever. Joumaiifcts were stfU 

A barrtge of ground tat broke 
p«r to have b«„ i^opp^ Due to 

«« UN £Ughts have been ausp,^ 

of the capital, Kal^ «wow 

GfttronrieW, who B »ljo Uie «>. 
»dl>o«te wanted to JwiiSiZ 

Jb^; .^.^S"*^ 'WW Hut 





osition set to 
storm Kabul 

£?Pters against Masood forces 



J^^^^}^^^^ - AnU-TaJiban forces under 
Ahined Shah Masoud aie aJl set lo attack Kabul s\- 
muitanecusiy bom three sides in a bid to disconnect 
Aighaniatan's capital frwn rest iha world ' 

The NNI leaint on Thursday from aaoss the bor- 
der that the AnU- Taliban forces just located 18 
.kilomeues from Kabul at Hussain Kot. under 

i?Kfi2"1*^LP^^^^ ®"PP^y to Kabul 
whi e attacking through Takab to captuie SirobI at 
Jalalabad Road, to attack Kabul with heavy arUllery 
y^u ^J^^^}?^ ^ange near Kabul and also to hit 
l^^IH ^ coordination with the 

lorces of Hizb-o-Wahdat lo capture Wirdog. culling 
Uie cut the supply line of Kabul-Kandahar - 

AVs!mH,.i^^^"^? Commander Hakim 

AXhundzada. an important leader of Taliban who 
yesterday announced alliance to Anti- Taliban 
orces would be the main component of Masoud s 
forces in attacking Kabul to capture Sirobi. said the 
source. Masoud also chalked out a plan to create 
Ifnnr^f^^^^ the provinces of Nangarhar and 
Kontar for Taliban and 'was in touch with the leader-, 
ship there. In these provinces, reportedly Masoud Is 
supplymg arms to anti -Taliban lobby 

Meanwhile on ihe call by Masoud former 
Governor Jalalabad Haji Abdul Qadir is coming 
soon tiom Germany to take over as Commander in 
Eastern provinces of ihe anti-Taliban forces Th^ 
commanders including Kashmir Kl\an and Jandad 

«n Jrl^if!?. r^^^ ^^^'^ ^^y^ between Masoud 
and Taliban forces was cooled down and accoidinc 
to the war experts. Masoud U)ls lime is seemed in a 



mood to attack Kabul in a dedsive manner 

AP adds from Kabul: The Taliban army used heli- 
copter gunships Thursday to battle op{X)sition so - 

• diers on the front line, barely 15 kilometers north of 
the beleaguered capital. : 

OpposiUon forces responded with a blisterino 

[l^o IST"^' ^"^^^ according to from 
line soldiers and eyewitnesses. Four dvlUans were 

ri^^^Klm wounded when enemy jets bombed 

• Taliban hilltop positions, according to a Taliban sS- 

^t^'v^i ^^^7® a« Tasatullah. The 

bombs landed in a nearby village. 

He said the Taliban launched ah early mornina 
offensive against opposition troops and pushed 
them out of.Mir Bacha Kot. a village north of the 
city. But the claim could not be independently con- 
urmed. 

Tvio weeks ago opposition fighters moved quick- 
ly through Taliban ^ 

defenses north of Kabul until last Thursday thev 
were on the doorstep of the beleaguered city 

But fighUng has stalled and the two sides appear 
to be locked in a stalemate. 

Neither side has gained or lost territory in nearlv 
one week. ' 

Opposition leader Ahmed Shah Massood predict- 
ed Wednesday that the Taliban would lose Its arm 
on Kabul within 6ne week. However in the city thP 
Taliban appear^ in control and there were no signs 
of any retreat on the part of the Taliban. 

Ratiier the Taliban say it is in firm control of the 
city and has chastised international aid workers for 
their decision last week lo evacuate non-essential 
workers from the capita]. 



Hezb-i-Wahdat denies Iran 
help in airport construction 



• From Behroz Khan 

rti>nAWAK: Aimougn, me blii ite 
Afghan Hexb-I-Wahdat faction Fri- 
day denied having recchrcd any for- 
eign assistance. Taliban Islamic 
movement claimed Iran was Inslru- 
mental in the construction of the 
, strategic Banyan Airport. 

•We contradict Iranian claim 
at}out its assistance In the constnir- 
tion of Ihc airport," said Arifi. the 
Peshawar-bascd spokesman of 
Hexb-I-Wahdat. The leader of the 
Shia faction, Karim .Khalili on 
Thursday formally Inaugurated the 
airport, some 20 km west of the an- 
cient Bamyan city "Iran wants to 
take credit for all the construction 
work carried out in Bamyan by us,' 
said the spokesman. Wahdat owns 
two planes one each for pa.sscngers 
and cargo. 

Tiie Hezb spokesman was react- 
ing to Radio Mashad's commentary 
on Friday which claimed that Iran 
helped the Shia faction In the con- 
struction of the airport. Like other 
factions, Hezb-l-Wahdat has its own 
Bamyan. Airlines which was an- 
nounced last year. Bamyan, a 
province of central Afghanistan and 
known for the two huge Buddha 
sutues has been visited by 



Japanese emperor in the past. 
. "Iran is h?lyipg the Sliia farlion 
in tne construction for the last one 
year. Iranian planes have been land- 
ing at Bamyan airport," claimed Tal- 
iban spokesman Abdullah in Pe- 
shawan With the operation of the 
airport, yet another foreign airlines 
company stand bright chances to 
offer services to Hezb-i-Wahdat. 
The old airport of Bamyan was no 
longer operallonal due to the dam- 
age done by the continued war in 
Afghanistan. 

Like the so many autonomous 
regions controlled by rival factions, 
Afghanistan has seen a plethora of 
regional airlines in the recent past 
operating from Nangarhar, Kanda- 
har. Bagram and Mazar-l-SIiarif. The 
Uzbek controlled Balkh Airlines has 
resumed its two flights a week to 
Pakistan within a few days of 
change in tlie administration. 

The airline was launched by for- 
mer- warlord Gen. Abdul Rashid 
Dostum and is now looked after by 
Gen. Malik and his teajn. Another 
airlines called Khyber-Afghan Air- 
lines was started from Jalalabad by 
Commander Abdul Haq, brother of 
former Nangarhar governor, Haji 
Abdul Qadcer. 

It stopped operation just few 




days before Taliban look over the 

PastPrn nmviitrfic in ^npf nmltor loot 

year. Abdul Haq was charged for 
smuggUng Afghan Umber and trans- 
porting smuggling goods from UaE 
and other countries to Jalalabad for 
its onward delivery to the tribal 
areas of Pakistan. 

F^akhruddin, the front man and 
close aid of former Afghan defence 
minister Ahmad Shah Masood su- 
pervised affairs of the Pameer Air- 
lines which used the Bagram air- 
base for clandestine fliglits. Most of 
the flights were use for cargo. The 
Afghan Ariana Airlines was also in 
the control of Masood. 

F^khruddin was killed in Tajik- 
istan recently and the operation of 
tlic airlines was affected due to the 
capture of Kabul by Taliban and 
ousting Masood fron» the provinces 
having airports. 

Sensing importance of the oper- 
ations, Taliban also tried to intro- 
duced its own airlines and the 
brother of Kabul's Information min- 
ister An\ir Khan Muttaqi signed an 
agreement Vrith a foreign company 
Sahra Roze Airlines. But the idea 
was given up following the fall of 
Kabul and other parts of 
iVghanistan to Taliban. Ariana Air- 
lines is now under Taliban control. 




Barm fttport 

PESHAWAR; A former corps com- 
mander of Afghanlstaji's eastern 
Nangxuhar province Sunday an- 
nounced he was leaving I^ki!^ In 
compliance of an earlier order of the 
authorities here due lo his alleged 
involvement in anti-Taliban acUvi- 
ties. 

•It is obvious that my expulsion is 
the result of our opposition to the 
'Wiban', Haji Mohammad Zaman 
told The News. Zaman, who was or- 
dered to leave Pakisun together with 
former Governor Nangnihar, Haji 
Abdul Qadeer in eariy May, said he 

had asked for time to get his German 
visa. He said he would be flying to 
Germany via Dubai on Monday. 

'I certainly regret Pakistan's de- 
cision. This has been iny abode of 
twenty years', he said, adding that ft 
had been largely due to the saaiflc«3 
of the Afghan mt^deen that the. 
Sovitis were not able to ezjiafld its 
. borderatoftdd5t«n.Iti8indeeds8d- 
dening that f am leaving, more so 

that many of the mu ahideen Icadefs 
are not happy with Islamabad ei- 
ther , he said in a written statement 
which he read out to The News. 

The former mi^ahkJeen comman- 
der said he would condnuehfastrug- • 
gle for the formation of a broid* 
based, national, Idamic govenunent 
in .Afghanistan through the right of 
.self-determination of the Afghans. 
Past experiences, he said, had 

proved that no group or fiictJon was 
able to perpetrate its rule over the 
whole of Afghanistan. 
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Has the Taliban decline begun? 



Nem analysis 
Fran Raiilmiiiitii Tofiitnl 

PESHAWAR: The latest batUe for 
Kabul is still ra^ng with commander 
Ahmad Shah Masoodpredictiiig that 
he woiild be able to capture Kabul 
within tJhe next three to seven days 
and the IWban showing growing 
confidence wiUle defending the dty 
after having blocked further ad- 
Tances by his forces 20 kilometres 
north of the Afghan capital. 
* • The military stalemate In the 
frontlines north of Kabul for the past 
five days has prompted ana^^ to 
conclude that Masood*s fighters 
have lost their momentum. However, 
he is still optimistic that his forces 
would recapture Kabul after having 
lost it to the T^ban in September 
1996. The lUiban too need to save 
Kabul if they are to survive as a 

movement because the loss of the 
Afghan capital, coming on the heels 
of their recent military setbacks in 

northern Afghanistan and Shomali 
area, would create fissures in tlieir 
ranks. 

A demoraiised TWiban movement 
could start unravelling with the fall 
of Kabul and one won't be surprised 
if they also lose a few other 
provinces as a consequence of yet 
another military defeat at the hands 
of the opposition. 

The T^ban misfortunes began in 
late May when Uzbek warlord Gen 
Abdul Malik turned against them 
after a five-day honeymoon during 
which they jointly defeated Gen 
Rasheed Dostum and captured 
Mazar-i-Sharif. 

The T^ban suffered huge losses 
as Malik and his Shiite allies from 
Hezb-i-Wahdat chased, killed and im- 
prisoned the T^iban fighters in 



Taliban, Masood 
forces clash north 
of Kabul 

HOSSEIN KOT, Afghanistan: Anli- 
iWiban figj\lers have beaten ofT a 
fierce T^ban militia attack, hold- 
ing their positions here only 20 
kilometers north of Kabul, AFP 
witnessed Thursday. 

With fierce artillery and mortar 
battles raging from dawn to the 
early afternoon, including heavy 
machine gun fire from Taliban- 
controlled hilltops overlooking 

Hossein Kot, the frontilnes remain 
unchanged 

•We are strong at the moment and 
are able to push the Taliban out of 
iCabul," a frontline commander lo>'al 
to ousted government military stir^ng- 
man Ahnuid ^hah Masood asserted. 
On Wednesday Masood predicted that 
iCabul would fall Vitiiin thm to seven 
days,* provided the Taliban did not 
gain fresh recruits from neigJibouriiig 
Pakistan. The forward positions here 
are however flanked to the east by hill- 
lops held by Tbliban figJuers. 

At one stage during a heavy gun 
battle, a group of "Mban were seen 
by AF? attempting to charge down 



Mazar-i-ShariL Even more humiliating 
for them was the arrest of senior Tal- 
iban leaders like foreign minister 
Mulla Mohammad Ghous, banking 
council chief Mulla Ehsanuilaii, and a 
minister Mulla Akhtar Mohammad 
MansooL 

Mulla Ghous has since made good 
his escape afier being helped by some 
people in Malik-held areas to hide and 
travel to tlie Taliban-controlled Kun- 
9duz psjrdrtot ^t-jthe other Taliban 
^'leaders and hundreds of their fighters 
axe still being held prisoner by MaUk, 
Masood and Karim Khalili's Hezb-i- 
WahdaL 

in fact, the lUiban Iiave made re- 
lease of their men a precondition for 
agreeii;g to a ceasefire and holding a 
meaningful dialogue with the opposi- 
tion. The anti-l^ban alliance, on its 
part, wants the "Mban to agree to de- 
militarization of Kabul first before an 
exchange of prisoners could take 
place. 

The rigid positions adopted by the 
two sides have led to a stalemate on 
the diplomatic front with the UN and 
Pakistani mediators trying without 
much success to achieve a break- 
through arid arrange an intia-AfgJian 
dialogue that could ensure a solution 
of the Afghan conflict 



tlie hiib and seize Hossein Kot, but a 
burst of machine fire sent tliem run- 
ning with equal pace back up tJ\e hill. 

A T^Jiban jet w:as also active early 
Thursday, dropping at least one bomb 
on the Masood-held town of Mir 
Bacha Kot, around eight kilometers 
north of here. 

All 50 beds In one first aid post 
north of here wefe filled with 
wounded from Thursday s fighting, of 
which at least 10 were military. 

The ex-government commander 
here conceded that his forces were 
hampered by supply problems over 
the crucial Salang highway, where 
Masood fighters blew up a bridge ear- 
lier this year to stem a Taliban ad- 
vance. 

The Salang highway — wliich be- 
gins 77 kilometers nortli of Kabul — 
traverses the snow-capped Hiii- 
diuVush mountains and links Masood 
fighters to the northern strongliold of 
tJte opposition alliance. 

'Once our supplies are stronger 
we will be able to make the final 
push,' the commaiuier said. Scores of 
reinforcements Io>*al to Masood have 
been arriving in tlie plair\s north of 
Kabul for the past twx) day's, signalling 
little possibility for immediate peace 
in tJ^.e fertile fam\ing area. 

However other opposition mem- 
bers — including troops loyal to etli- 
nic-Uzbek warlord Abdul Malik and a 
Shiite faction — have yet to join Ma- 
sood's fighters in Uie area. 



Though the Taliban .subsequently 
made amends and captured Kunduz 
province bordering Tajikistan and 
began to threaten both Masood-held 
l>ikhar province and Malik-controlled 
Samangan province, they still lost 
PiauTvan's provincial capital, Charikar, 
Qarabagh, Shakkardarra, Lstalif and 
the Ba^n airbase north of Kabul m 
a surprise assault by Masood. 

The tough l^\k commander had 
earlier exploited the 'Mban predica- 
ment In northern Afghanistan by 
;. .evicting Ihem from JabaIas,Siraj.and 
. Gulbahar and inflicting heavy, fosses 
on tltem. The "Hiliban were also im- 
able to make nmch advimces against 
Malik's forces on tlte Badgiiis-Ru^-ab 
frontline near liie "nirkmenislan bor- 
der. But most alarming for Uiem was 
the threat to Kabul itself after the re- 
cent Masood blitzkrieg. They simply 
couldn't afford to lose Kabul if Uiey 
were to retain their control in 
Afghanistan and keep themselves 
afloat as a viable political and reli- 
gious mo\'ement. 

According to the Taliban, their 
military setbacks north of Kabul were 
primarily due to betrayal of some 
commanders. They reportedly have 
already convicted one such, comman- 
der, Kabir Khan, for taking bribes 
from Ute opposition ai\d hanged him. 
Tliey are also blaming anotlier com- 



mander, Anwar Dangar, for letting 
Masood's fighters into Cliarikar. Dan- 
gar, who had earlier defected the 
ousted Rabbani regime to join tlie Tbd- 
iban, lias now r^'oined Masood. 

The change of loyalties by the 
commanders was notliing surprising 

this has been the general trend 
throughout the 18-year old Afghan 
civil war with fighters offering their 
services to the hlgliest bidder. In fact, 
the 'Mban too have been accused of 
buying tlie loyalties of rival comman- 
ders. More bloodshed and destruction 
is in store as tile combatants prepare 
for more fighting both nortJi of Kabul 
and also elsewhere in the country. 

The Hezb-i-Wahdat, emboldened 
by their success in holding back the 
"hililxm at the Shibar Pass and being 
tlie first one to take up arms against 
them in Mazar-i-Sharif, are not only 
demanding a bigger sliare in the re* 
vived Rabbani government but also 
attacked the T^iban near Maidan 
Shahr in Wardak province. That 
meant opening of a new frontline and, 
as a consequence, de^-astation of 
places which had escaped mjyor 
fighting during tlie last several years. 
With tJie armed Afghan factions stiii 
wanting to wipe out each other mili- 
tarily, it seems more sufferings would 
descend on tlie Afghan people in tlie 
coming week.-, and monliis. 
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Taliban agree on all 

parties commission 



BfsEiiarjsiflffi 

ISLAMABAD: Taliban Saturday 
agreed to form a broad-based polit- 
ical commission representing all 
Afghan groups to determine future 
of the war-torn country. 

"My visit to Kandahar was a real 
success and I have brought home 
an extremely good news," Iftikhar 
Murahed, AddiUonal Secretary Fbr- 
elgn Office and the chief negotiator 
of ftWstan-aponsored shuttle diplo- 
macy, told The News after his return 
from a day-long visit. "Its a step for- 
ward It is Uke an initial phase of 
democratisation of the whole exer- 
cise." 

He said the T^lban leadership, 
Including Acting Fbrelgn Minister 
Mullah Ghous, Governor Hassan 



Rabl»ni and Deputy Acting Fbrelgn 

Minister Mullah Jalil, have agreed to 
form a poUtJcal commission. 

"They agreed to form a broad- 
based commission which should not 
only include the Northefn Alliance 
but also all other groups in 
Afghanistan." . 

The commission would decide 
about ceasefire, exchange of pris- 
oners and establishment of a broad- 
based government in Afghanistan. 
The idea was first floated by Jamiat- 
e-Islami leader Yoonas Qanooni dur- 
ing a meeting with Iftikhar Murshed 
in Dubai last month. 

Murshed said he will proceW to 
Mazar-e^harif cariy Mondiy. He is 
imderstood to conv^ the outcome 

of the Kandahar meeting. After his re- 
turn from Mazar-e^harif, he said he 
would proceed to Iran by a comrner- 
oal flight via Dubai on the same day. ^ 
1 win brief Iranian Deputy Fbi«gn ' 
Minister Alaeuddin BroM^^erdi on latest • 
developments," said Murslied. Hesald! 
his meeting with Iranian foreign min^ '* 
ister has not yet been Arranged, 
though he had made a request for it 
*I will pnx:eed to Iran alone, and my 
meeting with Iranian Fbrelgn Minister 
depends on his availability." , 




.Taliban claim their 

prisoners being executed 



KANDAHAR (NNI) Taliban 
Sunday told the United Nations 
(UN) and International Committee 
of Red Cross and (ICRC) that tlieir 
prisoners are being executed by 
the Northern Alliance. Taliban 
spokesman MuUnh Haqqani said 

Taliban Acting Foreign 
Minister Mullah Abdul Jalil hand- 
ed over letters to the Kandahar- 
based UN and ICRC ofllclals al- 
leging that the militia fighters, 
held by Uzbek warlord General 
Malik in Mazar-I-Shailf, are exe- 
cuted In groups daily after taking 
them out of jali. the spokesman 
said. 

Tha Islamic mllltla urged the 



UN and ICRC to tai^e serious note 
of tiie "oppressive acts" and visit 
the prisoners. The spokesman 
said the Talifcan have also Invited 
UN. ICRC officials and journalists 
to visit opposiiion's prisoners, 
who in Taliban's custody. 

The Northern Alliance forces 
captured around 950 Taliban 
fightersnn Mazar-i-Sharlf follow- 
ing the failure of agreement be- 
tween "Northern AlliaiKe and the 
Islamic militia over power sharing 
two month ago. Some prominent 
Taliban leaders including 
Governor Herat and Chief of the 
Afghan Milll Bonk are among the 
prisoners. 



The News Iwcmatlonal, Momlay, August 1 1. 1997 



13-year-old returns from ^ 
Afghan war, wishes to go again 



KARACHI: "I wish to get rnart>Ted In 
Jihad in Afghaiustan,** says a 13-year- 
old Pakistani boy just back from two 
months wiiii the Taiiban Islamic mili- 
tia. 

Marouf Ahined was speaking at a 
Karachi police station where he is in 
"proteclivc" ctistody after his return 
from the war-torn land. "I was only 
introduced to Jihad through 
speeches of my teachers but now I 
know what Jihad actually means. I 
have seen the Taliban fighting with 
enemies/ he said. But his experience 
lias left his parents angered at the 
school where he was taught, which 
they blame for his desire to go to the 
^var-tom country. 

The boy slipped away to war-rav- 
aged Afghanistan without telling his 
parents. Safely back in Karachi, 
Marouf 's mother and father kissed 
and hugged him. but did not hide 
their anger. His fallicr Fkrooq Ahmed 
Awan accused his school, Jamia Is- 
iainia, of sending Itis boy to figlit in 
Afgl\anistan alongside the l^iliban. 

During Marouf *s absence, his fa- 
ther went to the Sindh High Court 
with a petition'against the religious 
school, also seeking orders for lire 
authorities to recover his mbsing 
son. The petition was withdrawn by 
the compLiinant after a criminal case 
was registered by tiie police. 

The Jiunia Islamia, wliidi has 350 
students, claimed the boy went to 
Afglianistan on his own will, stress- 
ing Uieirs was a "purely educadonal 
institution devoted to Islamic teach- 
ii^g." 

Tlie sen\inary and its clerics had 
not sent him, nor had any of them 



persuaded, pressured or forced liim 
to go to Afghanistan for Jihad," said 
Abu Obaida, one of tlie school's cus- 
todians. 

But Fbrooq Awan alleges an insti- 
tution meant to teach religion had 
l)een turned into a recruiting centre 
for the Afghan war. 'I handed him 
over to the school to learn Quran, not 
handle guns. He is too young tc 
figlit," Maroufs faUier sad. "His ab- 
sence made me cnizy. He b the eldest 
of my fdur children and is the onl} 
hope of my life.* 

Marouf said, he did not take par 
in battlefield action but saw die 7^- 
iban figliting on various fronts. Police 
said they would later hand Marouf 
over to his parents. 

The tearful parents narrated tlie 
"agony" they suffered as they awaited 
their son to return to his family. *He 
lias returned, but he still wishes to go 
back and sacriftce his life for the 
cause: of Islam * ilie father said. 

M arouf says he was not forced or 
persuaded to go to Afglianistan, but 
went witii three others wiio liave also 
rctujrncd, and whom he did not iden- 
tify, "l and tliree other boys decided 
on our own to go for holy war," he 
said. "We went on six buses full of 
Affjlian Taliban to Kabul through' 
Kandaliar. We had no difficulty as ev- 
erybody at the check-posts treated us 
as giicsts of the 'Mban. The Taliban 
lo^Dked after us well,** the boy said. 

There is a real Islamic system in 
tJie Talilxm-controUed area. Unveiled 
w omen are whipped, there is even re- 
striction on smoking. Tliose T^iban 
v/ho smoke, smoke secretly," he 
fjaj-s.— AFP 



Trial may link Bhutto to 
stolen Afghan treasure 



LONDON (NNI) — Deposed 
prime minister Benazir has been 
linked to looted art ueasuies. and 
tier husband, in jaii awaiting uial 
on a niuxdei charge, has t>een ac- 
cused of shipping arielaci to 
Britain under diplomatic cover. 
The charges have been hotly de- 
nied and dismissed as part of 
smear campaign orchestrated by 
ihe new regime. 

Accordmg to the Observer, 
priceless treasures stolen by local 
wailoids l;om the shelled Kabul 
Museum in Afghanistan have 
\yeen flowing along drugs and 
aims routes into Pakistan and 
thence to unsaupulous dealers m 
the West and Japan. 

Last week the High Couit in 
Kaiachi gianted bail to the coun- 
uy*s ioimer High Commissioner in 
London. Wajid Shamsul Hassan, 
who in accused c( having given 
cusioms clearance to eight ciaies 
flown by PIA. without charge 
from Karachi to London m April 
last year. 

The contents are said to have 
included swords and antique 
guns.^^' 

Benazir and her husband are 
believed to own a USS4 million 
mansion near Haslemere in Surrey. 
Last year they sent several con- 
signments of turnitare from iheii 



home in Karachi. According to re- 
cent press speculation. Benazir is 
considering seeking asylum In 
Biitain. Hei government was dis- 
missed because of alleged cor- 
ruption last November. 

Wajid Shamsul Hassan, now in 
Rawalpindi with heart and kidney 
ailments, says that in giving cus- 
tom clearance he v/as following 
irisiructions from Islamabad. Tlio 
trial is due to resume in Karachi 
this week. One of Hassarfs oo-ac- 
aised is Benazir's husband. Asif 
Ali Zardari known as 'Mr.Thlrty 
Percent* for his alleged habit of 
cxuaaing cominiasion. 

Zardari also faces a more seri- 
ous charge. He and others are ac- 
cusod of conspiracy lo murder 
Benazir's younger brother. 
Murtaza and seven companions 
who were killed in a police am- 
bush Insi Scpieriilxif In Karachi 

The Kabul Museum's magnifi- 
cent oolleclion was a comprehen- 
sive record of civilisations along 
the aeicieni Silk Road Imking 
Europe to China, and covered 
more than 50.000 years. At least, 
seventy peicerii of the coliectiorv 
has gone. 

An international trade sprang 
up. with warlords v/orking lor 
dealers to order and Peshawar 
was Its entrepot. 
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groups 

for reistrictive laws 



KABUL{AFP)— Four Scandanavlan aid groups op- j t c.^- The - so-Miiprf -miir,i~.. » ^ 
eratms in Taliban-heid areas of .A/ghanistanhave r^-fiJatZ ^„ Sl^i?"® ""'iS® ^""^ »»«ed 
Slammed the hardline militia over new a ^ to^dS^ *t^^* sec- 

statement released here said Tuesday • ' rect^ vif StV '^""^^ dl- 

CiUng incidents of intlmidaUonaid touoh reoula-s' 1 ^t^^^ w 
tions regarding access to niedr^S^n tSf hSl- f aiJ^,^ 

tarian agencies accused the mllltla of volaUnguSa- CommltVef No,^i^?.^<^^'°'r^ Afghanistan 
national prindples of justice and tew. ""S "'et Norweg^^^^ 

-i we are prevented ftora ImplemenUng our acUvi- "\ tSSS of L fna ^ ^f-Ilil^Ji " ««="sed the 
ties in accordance with those wlnciDlos wo w«l be iT^m . ™ ™^ ^ guarantee security, 
forced to consider the possibiuS-'onfc^g ^. Um^^leTX^r^Zl 1"" "'"^ 
vo.™ in Taliban-oonuolled areas', the sLment > < 41^3^^^^^^^^^ £ Si 

-■nie ability of NGO's to provide supi^ort to vutoer- ''^mand« "'"^erted into a prison by one corn- 
s' '^'^^^^n^ZSl-'^S^^ 

policies that severely curtail aid agency Vc^^Sv^SdiS^^^ ^^^^ 



Afghan women. 



The statement also accused'Tallban offl^als of -'^^n J ,t ^ complied with, we will 

barring aid groups from operating in weLoS than ' o?^m«fif/™i'^f i° 'mpteraent our pro- 

U.e ..o-thlrds Of th.e country und^er the1^n°uWt?.2 '^t^^^^t^o^^^tj^^ea^^ '^'"'"^^ 

Recent Taliban lews'- issued by 'the hardline 'Afolian a d^^®"^ Body for 

Muslim Department for the Suppression of V^ce and / «ntinn ~ ."rn^rella group lepre- 

Gen Malik refuses permission to 



Taliban 



From HahlmuJiai) Yusulzai 

PESHAWAR: The Intemational Com- 
mittee of the Red Cross (ICRQ Tlies- 
day criticised Uzbek warlord Gen 
Abdul Malik for refiiang to let its of- 
lidais meet the TaHfaan prisoneis of 
war (PoWs) in his custody in north- 
ern Afghanistan. 

In a statement released from ICRC 
headquarters in Geneva, it tenned the 
refusal of one side in the Afghan con^ 
flict to aUow ICRC officials to meet 
the 3,000 'Mban prisoners of to- as 
a violation of human rights. The state- 
ment that ICRC officials be allowed to 
meet the prisoners and report on 
their conditions while in cu^odj: • 
The ICRC statement also ex- 
pressed concern o\'er the deteriorat- 
ing conditions in Afghanistan in view 



of the escalation In hostilities and said 
the civilian population of the country 
-was alarmed by the sitaatioiL 

Hie ICRC critidsm of the anti-iy- 
iban northern alliance came a few 
days afl«r a statement by the l^iban • 
supreme leader MuUa Mohammad 
• Omar in which he criUdsed the ICRC 
and UN for their inability to visits, 
to the'Mban prisoners of war in 
■ northern Afghanistan. He was also 
critical of Gen Malik, who turned 
against the Mban three months ago' 
aftera brief alliance with them, for re- 
fusing to let the ICRC officials meet 
the Taliban prisoners. 

^«rc are believed to be about 
3,000 IWib^ prisoners in custody of 
Gen Malik, Ahmad Shah Masood s 
Shura-in-Nazaar, and Karim Khalili's 
Shiite Hezb-i-Wahdat Most of them 
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c^tured when the Mban were 
defeated in Mazar-i-Sharif and evicted 
out of (he ci^y. The issue of prisoners 
has ^ed peace efforts by the UN 
and Pakistani mediators because the 
Taliban have refused to hold talks 
vfcith then- opponents unless their was 
an ^change of prisoners as part of 

confidence-building measures prior 
to a meaningful dialogue. ' 

It is rare forthe Thliban to oitidse 
one or more parties to a conflict 
where it is operating. But the state- 
ment seems to have been issued in 
desperation as the ICRC*s efforts to 
me« the Taliban prisoners in northern 
Afghanistan have met witli icycatcd 
/allures. On the other hand, the T^- 
iban have allowed access to the ICRC 
officials to meet prisoners under its 
custody in Kandahar and Herat 
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Taliban ban opmium 



The News IiJt«ni»tkm«l» Tluirsday, Au^ ^ 

wani fbre^ 
" ' biased reporting 



cultivation I 



f KABUL: Afghanislan^s Uny resident 
•foreign press^ corps was warned 
Wediiesday that ?blased and false 
vana^is* and ^ewitness reports 

: /Ihe rooyement'a deputy minister 
iof^informationiuid culture asked 
rJoamalists to maintain objectivity 
and adopt greater sensitivity in the 
face of continued anti-Taliban au 
. tacks on the beleaguered capital.- ■ 
'IVe expect the foreign newsmen 
to obQT the prindples of the Islamic 
state of Afghanistan, take Into ac- 
count the sensibilities of the situa- 
tion and act accordingly.* Moulavi 
Abdur Rahman Hotaki told re- 
porters. 

Oitfy three foreign news organi- 
sations, including AFP, currently 
hsve functioning ofllces here. "We 
request them not to despatch false 



Information, analyse the situation 
falsely or despatch sensitive hifor- 
mation.' the minister said. He ex- 
plained that because ma^y Af^an s 
have a hidden political agenda de- 
veloped in over 1 7 years of dvO war. 
the quoting of "eyewiiness reports' 
by journalists should be avoided. 

The writing of analysb — a com- 
mon method used by the press to 
help explain the country s bitter and 
often-complicated inter-factionai 
= conflict— also came under the min- 
^ Ister's list of grie\-ances. "If you are 
misrcporting the situation and 
analysing it in a bad way it is imfair 
on the people of Kabul as it creates 
concern for them,' Hotaki reasoned. 

The formal complaint follows 
growing criticism of the press by 
senior Taliban figures who have al- 
leged journalistic bias in reports of 
recent opposition gains north of the 



'Afghan capital -Concerning the re- 
cent changes in the north of Kabul 
the journalists did not pay proner 
attention to Uie reallUes and an2- 
ysed the situation in a way that was 
not true." he alleged. 

Hotald said the "objective real- 
ity of the recent ahU-Taliban ad- 
vance to within 25 kilometres of 
Kabul was due to a -tactical with- 
drawal of the Islamic army in line 
with Islamic and humanitarian re- 
quirement3.-rWe fully.respect the 
freedom of the press and hope the 
press fuJUy serve aieir duUes and re- 
spoasibiUlies in reporting tlie situa- 
tion based on present realities," Ho- 
taki asserted.* 



'If God forbid iliis Is repealed in 
future perhaps we can not tolerate 
it, but in the meantune we welcome 
you and invite you to have tea witli 
us," he concluded.— AFP 



Anti-Taliban alliance 



' plan to capture 



JABUL SERAJ: Afghanistan's anti- 
T^hban alliance on Wednesday fi- 
nalised an agreement on a new polit- 
ical set-up and military strategy to 
oust the hardline militia from the 
capita] Kabul. 

Expressing confidence of seizing 
Kabul within weeks, an alliance offi- 
cial told AFP the deal, which took 
four days to broker, represents a 
m^or poUtical and militaiy step for- 
ward for the alliance. 

The talks were conducted amid 
tight security near Jabul Senrf, situ- 
ated 77 kilometers nortli of Kabul 
and at the gateway to Masoods ftn- 
Jshlr and Salang valley strongholds. 

Under the deal, which will go into 
effect when the alliance regains the 
capital, former president Burhanud- 
din Rabbani who was ousted by the 
'Wiban hi September last year will . 
take over his old post Masood would 
become defense minister while key 
ally ethnic-Uzbek warlord Abdul 
Malik would take the foreign ministry 
portfolio wiUi Abdul Rahim 



Ghaforzai, current foreign minister 
for the alliance, being promoted to 
the po.^ of prime minister. 

Gluiforzai replaces fellow Ptehtim 
factional diief Gulbuddin Hikmatyar 
who remains in exile in Iran. The 
cabmet would also include three 
deputy presidents: one post filled by 
Masood, another by a figure from the 
Shia Muslim Hezb-e-Wahdal faction 
and the third by Ghafar Pahlwan,' 
from Malik's Jumbesh party. 

Tlie key hilerior ministry portfo- 
lio would be ruled by ihe ethnic Haz- 
ara Hezb^Wahdat "It remains open 
for the Mban to join the Supreme 
Council and we still liave openings in 
Uie cabinet, but the TMiban have not 
shown any interest in negotiations " 
Abdullah said. 

Heavy fighting has been raging 
north of Kabul for over three weeks, 
since Masood s forces grabbed a key 
provincial ca f it J ^ w uKit of Kabul and 
advanced to within 20 kilometers of 
ti\e capital. 

But since the two-day lightning 



advance, fierce artillery and infantry 
battles have failed to give either the 
Taliban or their alliance rivals any 
nmor gains. ^ 

. Meanwhile, two senior comman- 
ders of the United National-Islamic 
SalyaUon Froiit (UNISF) of 
Afgliamstan on Wednesday in a tele- 
phonic conversation irith Iranian 
Deputy Fbreign Minister for Asia-P^ 
cific Affairs, Alauddin Boixwierdl. re- 
viewed the latest developments in 
Afghanistan. 

Ahmad Shah Masood, comman- 
der of forces loyal to Burhanuddte 
Rabbani, appreciated Iran's stand on 
tlie Afghan crisis, saying that estab- 
lishment of peace In Afghanistan is 
the main objective of the UNISR 

The leader of the National Islamic 
Movement of Afghanistan, General 
Abdul Malik, also said that the 
Afghan nation knows Its true 
friends. "We wiH ncver forget great 
humanitarian efforts made by the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran," he 
stressed. — ^APP 



ISLAMABAD (APP) The 
Taliban authorities in 
Afghanistan have taken steps to 
tan the culUvaUon. use and sale 
S^®' <^'ugs. saying any one 
Who does so faces punishment. 

Afghanistan is one of the 
worlds biggest producers of opi 
iillL^^^l^^' supplying about 
Si^^^^^'^ heroin, sold 

Opponents of the Taliban say 
the movement refuses an outright 
ban because it derives huge prof, 
in ^^9de and as 

fu^^ ,?Jlf ^^^^^ ^^^^ Kabul 
the Taliban statement is likely to 

oisappoint the InternaUonai com- 
munity. 

In spring time, vast areas of 
bouthern Afglianistan are caz pet- 
ted with the red flowers of the 
opium poppy. Much of the crop 
is turned into heroin Uiat is even- 
tually sold on the streets of 
EuroF)e. 

• In recent years, the region has 
come under the control of the 
raJlban movement which says it 

opposes drugs trade on teiiyious 
grounds and is ready to help com- 
bat It. 

The Taliban authorities have 
now issu«»d a stalemcnl declaring 
that all Afghans must refrain frorn 
selling, vsmg or growing hashish 
or heroin, and that any one 
caught doing any of tliese things 
will be punished 

•The statement's wording is 
ambiguous, it prohibits as it puts 
It. the growing of hashish or hero- 
in. Of course heroin is not grown. 
It is refined from or)ium poppy 
and the siaiemeni makes no di- 
leci teferer)ce to any ban on pop- 
py culiivaUon. 

As such the statement is likely 
lo disappoint tliose in the interna- 
tional community who have been 
urging the Taliban to publicly de- 
clare their' ffeWTTfyinaiion to end 
poppy production. 

The Taliban have-elways said 
triey cannot simply outlaw poppy 
growing because too many poor 
farmers depend on ilie crop's in- 
come', Jonston said 
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Anti-Taliban forces claim 



gains in eastern 




anistan 



Broi^edri says broad-based government only solution 

KABUL: Hes^ fighting lias enQited 



in Ta&ban^ield eastern Afj^haniatan 
with ex-gO(venuxient forces claiming 
key gains, an antiVI^liban spokesman 



in a satellite telephone intorvievis 
AbdoDah said jSoiir key areas north of 
the eastern dly of Jalalabad had been 
captured in a nugor operation 
launched eaiiior in the dags *Oar forces 
captured Khewa and Data4-N6or dis- 



tricts in Ningarhar i»ovince and 
Sailcsd and Nazang (fi^icts in Eun^ 
provinoey *liie dose aide to opposition 
t(^v^ Ahmad Shah li&sbod said. 
. No independent confvmation of 



sAlghan wometi 

;:under Taliban an 
examnle for worl c 
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KABOL,(APP) '—^Afghanistan's 
J Taliban i, anti-vice boss has 
slamihM -thd West lor allowing 
f mmotCW'^ around nailed "like 
wild animals in the jungle. " as- 
^ serting^lthat' the liiestyle of 
li> Afghiiii=^w6men wili soon be a 

"Iti the^West women are al- 
lowed |p:|un in the parks naked» 
and there; is no difference be* 
tween^his andVild animals iii 
the. ijimgfe/ asserted Mullah 
QaianiwadfiLV-" ^'^^ 
Disfeitising. diticism of Wik 
{uslim militia^s policy ol SanI 
ing iyomeE^.from worli.and ^edP 
i^tion/the^chief of the de^^t-i 
yineht fdr^yie t^romotion of Viriue^^ 
/and ;:3stippressioA^ ot vice sairf 
islamic jrfblides'aie heie to stay: f 
■ "God Almighty declared wom-^^ 
€n Vfemdi^Xfyd so a rrian can be^ 
intimate with them and be mar-^ 
lied : and: make a house with^ 
^ them^!^,he;.said. ^ 
S U&igfe ihe T^iban's fundamen^^ 
taiist^usiim efate — which hel 
said TiW:Sirfctly based on the will ^ 
of God; and not gut feeling -4-;: 
wcmeii- aie the foundation stone;^ 
pta MuJ^; unit arid should be fuii' 
i^.prdyided*for: =^ ^: 
: •;AGC<iSng,to Qalanuiddin. the 
pursuiS^:pf: immoral sex In the 
West48;hbt an example to boast 
aboutedii^ the widespread inci^ 
dsKrebfAlDS 



Taliban-style — - mil be a model 
. ■■fQrthe^i&slM ^ndil/fes^ 

''Including" Saudi Arabia we 

;;.:hai^:..l9fMM 

•?fbe#|d|#tfefeth^ 

;-ini(^^iii^-^^j 

y wh®;lppfMlh. in^rSssKe.buMf 

' beardj \ . 'W'\ : ;■ 

::pa8ing-someM00S^i 

f^y^il^iapMSaiS^ 
by communism, ' .^.^ . ' , 
"febui i&s^ISoiSiSll^lov^ 
McMdSgSim 
ijligarl^p^^id^ciS^^ 

::-war'SMjtei^^^^^ 
:;;tttonth^:^|[i^^^^ 

' "Our department ^ like Qre*' 

f^eaMffiMM 

. " "if they.are afMcl6ffi3l^^:tc| 

^ ' ^ cjallsed .doctox Is Ui^ supremo 

i<v %M^iJ^^H^ ^ y^omaa is , cburt; Jheaameastootei oouh- 

.UKe:".i.^Aa:;wl1d . Animal xunijiiiy ' ' uiwa7 - ^ " , , , 

afound;;;|® eft you have a woman . Despite inost pubiicftv aoli^g 
you hayej)eaoe in yo^ji heart ^d to regular lound-ups of tbeard- 

said. "The trimmers and warnings td-^uiffiov- 
world :shbuld learn from us re-; ered women, Qalamuddin said 

lthe;bii!*Ns^ 

S|[rUg:^a^efsJ^^tMeil^a^ 
^ers. ' '",v ^'i: ^ 

rKliil^jler c^Jfm^S^S 

^> jKirSplpigut tiliiig^gifirffilr 
•pf .unioriMate^^^^ 
: -niid-twehties ; VffipJ?3^ 

• happeiili^'Jhe^^ ; 

• "ft'is:dtf^ 

shun evil Ihd eiabfa^-^WiSS^ 



spectfdr'yi^braen's Tights/ ■ 
I Ini^:^f:the"" two-thirds ^of 
Aighahi^tah' under the conttol of 
the Tallbarx; women are barred 
ircm ;w6rk and education and 
fo?ceil;.;.tflt;wi^r ??„ "b^rqA" -4., a, 
tent-like cloak with a hexagonal 
gauze dyer the eyes. ' 

Once severe econoniic hard- 
ships .are overcome and their 
northern-based opposition is de- 
feated, Qaiamuddjn said, the 
Islamic State '"ot" Afghanistan 
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the daimis were inimediatdy avail- 

^j^Ih iWstan, (he A^ian islaniic 
CAIP) reported the opposition 
towps led by conunander Bbziat iUi 
5»acked Taliban positions in 
Wngarhar and Kmtfab province 
At least she people were kflied on 

h^^des Indading a senior laiban 
official whose jeep was hft by an ar- 

tfflery shdl, the private information 
servicesaid. 

Taliban authorities have rushed 

400 ndiitiamen to reinforce their 
strength in the battle zone, AIP 
quoted IbUban <^[ldiais as saying. 

' Abdullah daimed around 250 Tal- 
iban fighters were c^)tured in the op- 
erations, ^ch he said bad brou^t 
anti-lbliban fi^iters to within 27 kno- 
nieters of JaliSabad d^. 

T^iliban4idd Ningaihar and Kunar 
provinces are ^tuated between Kabul 
and (he Rddstan bordei; and are dcttn- 
iiG^ by the BashtuA ethnic group of 
which the "Mban most^ly comprise. 

Earlier in the day the Taliban mill- 
tta claimed the caplsire of ground 
from their northenvbased opponents 
in Koh-e Sail district, 50 kilometers 
northeast of the capital Kabul 

FVontline chief Abdul Malik 
sad £wr Vinages had been recaptured 
in the dusty district, which guards a 
key northern entrance to Kabul and 
fell into anti-lkiiban alliance hands 
after fiiorce £ighting one week ago. 

Abdullah dismissed the Ikiiban 
daims but confirmed heavy fighting 
had erupted m the area. "VV^ suffered 
*! p J 'i no casualties as we managed to out- 

^ Sank themr Malik eq^ained, adding 
the usual militia assertion tfaat.oppo- 
isition 'forces of evil and common" ' 
have no morale. ^ , 

hx a rdated development^ hanian 
Deputy Fbreign Minister Allauddto 
Broqjerdi has said that f<Hmat2on a 
broadrbased government Is the oii^y 
solution to Imgering Afghan crisis,. 
Radk) Tehran reported TKfednesday. 
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Seven Taliban 
guards kifled at 
SpinKhaura 

Fitnn oor cormpondeiit ' 

MIRANSHAH: Seven 'Mban guards 
woe reportedly killed at a newjy es- 
tablished dieck post at l^xn Eluniia 
diea in Khost province of Afi^lianistan 
in an anibush lUes(b7 nighL 

* Beports from across the border 
said that Taliban guards asleep 
y<4ien cau^ m the indiscriminate fir- 
ing dn anned group managed 
to flee from the scene unhurt. The 
news about the attack on the check 
post reportedly reached Tsdiban ad- 
ministFation ^^dnesday rooming. 

Hie chedc post is situated just two 
kilometres away from the F^ddstani 
WH^r jtf. Gulam . Khan in north 
WaziristsuL No clue has so fkr been 

traced to the identity of &e assailants. 
Locals, however; believed that either 
anti-'Miban groiips or border smug* 
^ers could be involved in the fiztng. 



